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May General Meeting
¥ May 237 ¥ 2 to 4 PM ¥ ZOOM * FREE *
WRITING ABOUY
FAMILY SECRIEVSs

Drama, Discovery & Mystery

With Guest Speaker

LISA MONTANARO

LisaMontanaroWrites.com

tvery family harbors untold stories—discover how to transform these hidden mysteries into compel-
ling narratives. This presentation provides techniques for mining family secrets and weaving them into
memoirs, novels, and short stories that resonate with readers.

You'll explore how to navigate sensitive material with depth and nuance while uncovering the dramatic
potential that lies beneath the surface of family history. Perfect for writers of any stage and genre seek-

ing to add emotional authenticity to their work. Lisa will touch upon examples from her own experience
of using her family’s story to create her award-winning novel, Everything We Thought Was True.

This presentation will be interactive and include questions and answers. You'll walk away feeling more
empowered to include family secrets, real or imagined, on the page and share them with the world.

Bonus: This presentation has broad application to all secrets—even those beyond families!

Lisa Montanaro is part nenonsense Italian American New Yorker and part sunny Californian. Her unigback-
ground encompasses performer, teacher of the Deaf, lawyer, productivity consultant, writer coach, speaker, and
author.

, EOA8 O A Everftiiing We Thdught Was Trydrew inspiration from her family history and examines the
corrosive nature of secrets those we keep from ourselves, from each other, and from societl.won first place

for Best New Fiction/Debut in the 2025 American Writing Awards and first place for LGBTQ Fiction in the 2024
International Firebird Book Awards, among other awards. Lisa is also the author ®he Ultimate Life @ganizer,

Your Book Lisa has served as webinar host for the Women's Fiction Writers Association (WFWA) since 2019 and
asa passionate member of its Diversity and Inclusion committee since 2018.

When not writing, Lisa enjoys cycling and hiking with her veterinarian husband, tending to her garden, and chasing
after her rescue dog. Lisa has enjoyed living sneEOA A OET AA ¢mpg¢ ET .1 OOEAOT #
mission to sample the wine of the region. Visit her website at www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com and subscribe to hel
Prosecco & Prose newsletter.

To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom™ in your Subject lisedttfrombayside@yahoo.com.
91 061 1 O Aok teldrd theldayl oftfie Eneeting.

You can learn more aboufremont Area Writers (FAW) at cwc-fremontareawriters.org .FAW is one of 21 branches
of theCalifornia Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org . All CWC branches welcome new members.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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Scott Davidson
FAW President

President’s
Message

Renewal of FAW memberships start next month. We need your con
tinued support to keep having great speakers.

We will let you know when membership renewal is operg probably
June 1. There are incentives for renewing early. Everyone who-re
news in June gets put into a raffle for a free membership, just as in
previous years. The winner will be announced at our picnic in July.

This is a good time to talk about what members get from FAW. First,
we have speakers from all around the countryand the world, who

will help you be a better writer. Having our meetings on Zoom allows
us to get more and better speakers than if we were limited to thosa
easy driving distance. We select speakers on recommendations and

on what you told us you wanted in the survey. Many FAW mem
bers write memoirs, so this month we are having a speaker on
writing family secrets. Many of you wanted to hear aboutising
humor in your writing (me too) ; in June we have Brian Copland,
who Tish and | have seen many time#nk Spotshas the list for
the rest of the yearProviding MFA-quality speakersis our goal,
andwith Zoom, we can do it without charging you to attend.

Members get invited to the picnic and the holiday party. Mem
bers get informed of our FAW lunches and dinners, which allow
us to talk to each other in real life. We also have the wriim

and the literary salon each month. And we haviek Spotswhich
tells you what is going on, gives you contest and writing opper
tunities, and is a place where members can submit their work.
Members also get access to recordings of our general meeting
when the speaker lets us record most do.

It all costs money. We have to pay the speakers, pay for our
website and Zoom, and provide food and a venue for the par
ties. Part of your membership feegoesto the statewide CWC.

So, | have two requests. First, please renew early enough to ge
ET OT OEA OA&EMEI A8 )d8i11 O¥ildan O
avoid my mail by renewing before | need to remind you. Try to
find time to go to our meetings and lunches and dinners. Let us
know what else we can do to make youmember-

ship more rewarding. And, if yod ét a

member, please join Help support our work.

Just go toour website at the link below

and click on the Join Ugab.

Keep thinking and writing! scott \M»’J

https://cwc -fremontareawriters.org/join -us/

Visual Prompt
Artwork
by Jo Ann Frisch
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A Word from Our Editor

Welcome to our May 2026 issue. We hope you enjoy it!

It's the Merry Month of May! This month we remember those who have
fallen in battle while defending our country, celebrate mothers, work-
ers, and the phenomenon, Star Wars...May the 4t be with you!

This issue has submissions by Jo Ann Frisch and Sam Rodriguez from
last month’s FCAC Flash Fiction Contest. It's also packed with a few
longer pieces for your delight. The final installment of Maren Madalyn’s
piece “A Thousand Lives Over,” the first installment of Jo Ann Frisch’s
“A Trip to the De Young Museum,” and Richard McCallum'’s podcast
script “The Motherboard Glows Warmly on Mother’s Day.” If you have
a longer piece (3,000 words max) you'd like to submit, we can discuss
Nancy Guarnera serializing it. Let me know in your cover letter the word count and your
Editor Ink Spots willingness to have it published in installments.

Lots of KUDOs for our members this month! Reading at the Hayward Lit Hop, speaking engagements, win-
ning book awards, having a work accepted for publication, and participating in local contests—we’re a
busy branch!

If you're missing face-to-face communion with your fellow FAW members, check out the info for the
Social Dinner happening on Monday the 11t at Le Moose in Fremont. Prefer a solitary pursuit, like reading
a good book? Check out Evelyn LaTorre’s recommendations in the Book & Movie Reviews page.

There are some new, and on-going, contests...some with substantial prize money. In fact, these contests
run the gamut from poetry, stories, novellas, and self- and hybrid-published books. Something for every-
one. Nothing ventured...

We've got some great speakers/topics coming up at our general meetings through the rest of the year;
you'll find these listed in this issue. Our Board members and committee chairs are listed with photos of
all of us on the final two pages. Take a look, and you'll be able to pick us out of a crowd, get to know us,
and ask questions you may have, and/or offer to share the opportunities for service to CWC, FAW and
your writing compatriots.

June and July have special mention to get us all thinking about the future. If it’s June it’s time to vote for
our FAW Board members and to renew our CWC/FAW membership. If it's July...it's time to party at the
FAW Annual Picnic. Details are waiting inside this issue. If you'd like to run for office, let Scott Davidson
know: scottfrombayside@yahoo.com.

If you want to read up on any of the above-mentioned content, check the Table of Contents on page 3.

Jug a quick reminder ? Deadline for all submissions for the June issue is May 10t. If you need more time
please email inkspots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org and let me know. Thanks!

&1 O Al i bl AGA OOAT EOOEIT COEAAI ETAO AEAAE OEA . Ahe®d A(
PleasesendAl 1 OOAI EOOETT O AO 72 50 A
Send all submissions to: inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org
Make sure your name is on each piece you are submitting, not just in your email
WORD doc or docx 12pt Cambria for written work ~ E JPEGs for artwork & photos (300 dpi)
y £ UT O08A 1 EEA A AEOI ihkspordawd -flEMaQi@rEaivikdrsBig A &bl requdsiatE |
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FAW — May Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Fourth Saturday”

Ceneral Mtg on Zoom

Saturday May 23rd 2:00 7 4:00 PM

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public
Writers of all skill levels are welcome

Speaker: Lisa Montanaro Author (p.2)
www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com
For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
“Tuesday before 4" Saturday?’

Board Meeting on Zoom
Tuesday May 19th 4:00 PM

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action.
Comments and questions from members will be addressed
at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com




FAW — May Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Second Saturday”

Social Write-In on Zoom
Saturday May 9t 2:00 7z 3:30 PM

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should
contact Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
“Fourth Monday”

Writers’ Salon on Zoom

Monday May 25t 7:00 z 9:00 PM

Open to FAW members and the public.
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino
up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com or 510-745-0761




FAW 2026 Speakers

2026 FAW. GENERAL MEETINGS
TOPICS & SPEAKERS

MAY 23RD 2-4 PM ZOOM SEPTEMBERG! 2-4 PM ZOOM

Writing about Family Secrets Anatomy of a Short Story

Lisa Montanaro Author Margaret (Peggy) Lucke Writer, Editor,
www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com Teacher

www. margaretlucke .com
JUNE27™ 2-4 PM ZO0M
Writing Comedy or Writing Comedy OCTOBER24™ 2-4 PM ZOOM

into Fiction The Art of Revision and SelfEditing

Brian Copeland Author, Comedian Katherine Sherbrook e Writer
www.briancopeland.com www. kasherbrook e.com

AUGUST22ND 2-4 PM ZOOM NOVEMBER28TH 2-4 PM ZOOM
Writing Flash Fiction Practical Tools for Writing Layered

Robert Seigel Writer, Teacher SHEIES; Mol SIErEeaes

www. robertanthonysiegel.com/writing Angela Alvarez Vélez Writer, Teacher
www. angelaalvarezvelez .com

July? No General Meeting December? No General Meeting

FAW PICNIC FAW HOLIDAYY PARTY
Date, Time & Place TBD Date, Time & Place TBD

(OB ONC R ONC R ONC R ONC R ONCR RO RCERCR RO R DN R DN R ORI R D)

General Meetings are on the 4 TH SATURDAY of the month

(No general meetings in July & December)

All FAW members receive links to FAW meetings. it@mbers canmail
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com to receive a linkPutO: / / - , ) . +0 EL
You will receive the link the week before the meeting.

PLEASENOTE: 7TEET A 171 0 OANOEOAABEA Aonfidezihedkingodt | £ ET (

OEA ODPAAE A bdoe the ektidd Thark may be gold waiting for you there!

B ABODABODOXBE ) BB OE B

OH




KUDOS = Memibers’ News

If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some othegative aspect of your lifeand would like to share
it with FAW members in this space, please send ihftspots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org, or submit it through the
Shout Out for Ink Spots link at cwc-fremontareawriters.org. Just scroll down the home page until you reach the red
Shout OQut link and click on it. Please do your best to keep it to 100 words or less. Put FAW — Shout Out — Your Name
in the Subject field of your email to us. If you don’t, your email may get lost in the mail. Thanks!

KUDOS toScott Davidson, Tish Davidson, Pat Doyne, Jackie FreitasMaren Madalyn, Sam Rodriguez,

and Dave Strom for reading their work at the Hayward Lit Hop on April 23" at the Zin Café. This was
OEA 11EnGhis( | P

issue. Congratulations to you all!

KUDOS toPat DoynewhoseAOOx 1T OE EO ET O4EA , OOOU -110E 1 A

Gallery on 18" Street in San Francisco. The gallery will be open on the first three weekendsViay.

Congratulations, Pat!

KUDOS taJo Ann Frisch & Samuel J. Rodriguefor taking a chance and entering their work in the April
FCAC Flash Fiction Contest. Jo Ann submittilee pieces and Sam submittedone. You will find3 A1 & ¢
andOx1 T &£ *1T 171180 EI OEEG EOO®AO BEEEMAA OORAH GEAM
iT1TOES8O j ! bOEEbngratatatiaps] JoORAORCANS

KUDOS tcEvelyn LaTorre who will be stepping into the position of Secretary on the CWC Boail the
next couple of months She will be giving up her responsibilitiess FAWS @presentative for both the

NorCal and CWCSheis hoping to pass thes@pportunities to memberswho will enjoy being of service
to FAW in thesepositions.

Evelyn gave two presentations in Sacramento where she talked about her memd@etween Inca
Walls.OnFriday, April 24, twenty members of Washington Commons Cohousing gathered to hear
about Evelyn's exploits in the Peace Corps and ask questions. A comment between two of the atten
dees: "Do you think Evelyn knows how entertaining her presentation is?n the 23", thirty educators
welcomed her at the DKG Northern California Conference held at Sacramento State University. She w
the guest speakeiat the "Meet the Author" sessionCongratulations, Evelyn!

KUDOS to Richard McCallumwhose book Sacajawea: A JouriygHome is now available in Indie Cakh
fornia: Discover Books Froniocal Authors, a collection of books from local indie authors available
exclusively on the BiblioBoard Library mobile and web platform. This collection is available to patrons
of participating libraries all across the state. Congratulations, Richard!

KUDOS toRose Owenawvhoseessay, "The Day We Become Silghihas been accepted for publication in
Havik. Congratulations, Rosé

OWrite dWriting,
like it matters, is simply thinking
and it | through my

i Libba Bray i Isaac Asimov




FAW & CWC Inforination
— PLEASE READ —

Youdbre | nvited t oeé

Fremont Area Writers Social Dinner
Monday May 1t at 6:00 pm
L.e Moose Café
at 5014 Mowry Ave i infFremont

Detalls will be emailed to members.Feel free to bring a guest.
https.//lemoosecrepecafe.com/gall-menu/

FAW Needs You Help Wetnted FAW Needs You

The following nonelected Board positions need to be filled:

CWC & NorCal Representative(s) Wanted

We are looking for a California Writers Club  Representative and
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre
has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to
step down assoonasx A8 OA &l 01 A FArBriord ifdrindtidnO O 8
about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com.

Hospitality Chair Service Coordinator

welcomes, introduces, contacts, & finds & assignsolunteers
encourages newcomers to join FAW to assist FAW committee heads

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of servic
to FAW in some other capacitZheck the last two pageis this issue for contact info.




FAW & CWC Inforination
— PLEASE READ —

Election for 2026-2027 FAW Board Officers

President e Vice-President e Secretary e Treasurer
at the

June 27t"  GENERAL MEETING June 27t

If you have an interest in running for a position on the FAW Board and would
like to know what any of these positions entail, please contact current president
Scott Davidson ascottfrombayside@yahoo.comHe will make sure that you get

the information you need to make an informed decision about running.
Anyone who is a member of CWC and FAW is dbig to run for FAW office.

We hope that whether you run for office or not, that you will make sure
Uuir 6 AOOAT A OEA *OT A BAAOEIT @ OA@T8
You must be a member of FAW to vote.

JUNE IS CWC/FAW MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL MONTW
%OAOUI T A xEI OAT AxO EIT ha®®I Al
drawing for a free membership.The winner will be announced at

the picnic in July. Go to theFAWwebsite to pay your dues?
https://cwc -fremontareawriters.org/join  -us/

o WRITING OPPORTUNITY o

If you or your child has had a vaccing@reventable disease such as measles, whooping cough, shingles,
polio, German measles (rubella), chickenpox, influenza, rotavirus, etbe Children's Hospital of Phila
delphiais collecting stories to post on the web to educate people who are unfamiliar with these diseases.
You can read other stories and submit your story herevww.chop.edu/parents -pack/personal -stories

No guarantee they will accept it and no pay, but a good writing credit.
Submitted by Tish Davidson

10
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FAW & CWC Inforination

WAYWARD
Ly Wow

FAW participated in our first Lit
Hop on Saturday, April 25. Seven
FAW readerssharedtheir prose
& poetry to a good crowd at the
Kin Cafe FAW readers from left
to right: Maren Madalyn, Samuel

J. RodriguezScott Davidson

Jackie FreitasDave Strom
Pat Doyne, andlish Davidson

QVriting can be a lonely journeyBut magic happens O OAAA xEOE 3AT AOA- 2]
when we pluclat the threads of community along the dro Writers Workshop, and with Fremont
way. Hayward's fifth annual Lit Hop cast a powerful Area Writers. Both groups attracted a small
spell for all lovers of the written word. | attended two but eager audience. | got a chance to meet
reading events, where | laughed with fellow specula (AUxAOAB8O 1TAx 01T AO |, A
tive fiction fans, felt poetry flow through me like heal teachernamed Mo KimTong.

X . . .
Erz:\ftCThis d/zlicg)réftfl) Qnd fplliftﬁ]g eeeétl aéoAin%ﬁ ° This event is a good crosection of thdocal
ded '.[he chance to shamay writing aloud with FAW writing community, from Senior Scribe

- ) #35%" 60 | EOAOAOU Ii06ACA

membere potent medicine for my wavering setfon
fidence as a new writer. | highly recomand attend ? Pat Doyne
ing Lit Hop next springd O EO (iD xAO A COAAO xAU A&
2 Maren Madalyn COl x Al 1T OAXSatm@elIRodiduézA 8 6

At Hayward LitHop this year, | was with the Fremont Area Writers reading grotipead from my book The
Rise of the Stumpfingeand £01 i 1 U OOT OU 4EA "T A '11 OAh xEAGA
OOAIl 6 disCozedhathi® God Glove turns thought into realitReadingwent well; the audience liked it.

After the readings, a couplef ladies told me how much they liked my reading. | thanked them and then the
said they could see what was happening, which is a good thigd they told me they saw so many layers ir
OEA OO01T 0us ) EAA O1 OAI1T OEAIih O) 1 AOAO sn0ss éxpe@ E
ding to the stadium, the city, the Earth, the galaxy, the universe? Sometimes readers see things that writ
ATT80 AOAT Eltieston®EDBate SBomO ET OF

FAW ANNUAL PICNIC
vour | SATURDAY o JULY 11™ » 11:00AM

Join the fun! Help with set-up and clean-up!

]LE Email Scott: scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

More Picnic Information in the June issue.

11
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$SS CONTESTS $$8
NARRATIVE MAGAZINE

For general submissions to the magazine:
www.narrativemagazine.com/subm#your-work

SPRING 2026 STORY CONTEST

Fiction, Non-fiction , Essay, Memoir, etc/ First Prize: $2,500
Deadline: June26™
www.narrativemagazine.com/spring026-story-contest

Story of the Week

www.narrativemagazine.com/storyweek-guidelines

SixWord Stories

www.narrativemagazine.com/sixwords

Poem of the Week
www.narrativemagazine.com/poemweek-guidelines

Photography

www.narrativemagazine.com/photography
DEADLINES: Continuous...check your category

TCK Publishing.com

TCK Publishing Mission Statement

Our mission is to help all our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions
of both fiction 2 all genres & markets ? non-fiction and poetry

2026 TCK Publishing Poetry Awards Contest
Deadline: June 30, 2026 Prize: $1,000 and publication
https://www.tckpublishing.com/2026  -poetry -awards -contest/

FREE classes and webinars
www.tckpublishing.com

12




$8$ CONTESTS $$$

The Wolfe Pack &
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine

Proudly Announce

Our 20" Annual

Black Orchid Novella ' 2
Award Contest

Does your sleuth measure up to this r

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional
AAAOAOEOA OOUI A AgAil bl E ABukdntryAnust: 2
9 Contain no overt sex or violence

1 Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth
 Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series

&EOOO O0OEUAd Aphmnnd 8 8AT A DOAI EA,
Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, andhust be submitted
by May 31,20268 4EA xETTAO xEI 1 AA AT11 0Ol
Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.
Please visitwww.nerowolfe.org for official rules, procedures and guidelines

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at
Jane@janecleland.com.

*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack
reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year.




S$SS CONTESTS $$8
North Street Book Prize . &

Writers 5
self- or Hybrid-Published Books -

TOTAL PRIZES: $23,500 Grand Prize: $10,000 plus various publishing and marketing tools

DEADLINE July 1, 2026
GENRE:AIl styles & themes z genre fiction F creative nonfiction F memoir FE etc.
ENTRYFEE:$ 95 per book FE Length: 200K words max

SUBMIT TO:https://winningwriters.com/our -contests/north -street -book -prize

FAW & CWC $SSCONTESTSSSS

Nava Valley Writers

Invites CWC Members to Submit to the 2026 Anthology

“THE HIDDEN STORY:
What Shocked, Surprised or Shattered a World”
Deadline: June 1, 2026

The Napa Valley Writers are workingon a great anthology, which will have wide, general appeal
and be released in time for Christmas, 202 his anthology is open to everyone.
Unpublished work only.No Al.

We're looking for writing that dares to go beneath the surface a revelation that reordered
everything, an ordinary moment that concealed something extraordinary, the truth that arrived
too late or, just in time.The shock of sudden losslhe slow surprise of becoming someonaew.

The quiet shattering that no one else saw.

We welcome fiction, nonfiction, essaysand memoir.Limit is 1,500 words.Prose only.

Guidelines & submission info: Www.napavalleywriters.org/2026 -anthology

14




Book & Movie Reviews

Hereds your oppor t&moviest They taobe gt fer furg ongs that chanfed ywour life] bboks omvaitmdceatft, ete. If
mit 300 to 60fhax. word counioc file Pleassendo thénk Spotemail address andqANd Book/Movie Reviéwour Namia thesubject field.

(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.)

THE REST OF OUR LIVES
by Ben Markovits

In a streamof-consciousness narrative, the author illustrates a doozy of a midlife crisis.

Tom Layward takes a sabbatical from teaching lamvand from his marriage to Amy. He justifies possibly
leaving his over 20year marriage because his wife had a brief affair twelve years ago. His unplanned road trip
starts after he drops his youngest child dfat college in Pittsburg and he forgets the sports jacket he needs to
have lunch at a highbrow club with a former law school classmate. So, on a whim, Tom drives on to Indiana“
see his divorced younger brother. Then, in response to texts and phone saie receives, he continues driving

to stay with a fellow lawyer in Colorado, a former girlfriend in Nevada, and to see his son in California.

Each character i4 T [ IGeGs well defined and entertaining, in contrast tchisOAOEAO AT AE1 A DPAHOO
especially passive about health warnings he experiences and chalks them up to just getting bidhree chap
ters, the reader rides with Tom as he describes his life and the countryside and citiesdvéves through.

TT OAIlh AOGOGET O '11 A O E £
a novel and more like sitting in a car beside a dear friend as he navigates the road up ahead. A profoundly

i TOET¢C AoPAOEAT AA86

Review byEvelyn LaTorre

ovre Jhan Enough

by Anna Quindlen

The multilayered plot of this novel brings up a wide variety of current topics: genetic ancestry, biracialism,

'l UEAEI AO6Oh ET OEOOT AAOOEI EUAOCEITh ETIT OA@OATI EOYh
AAAE 1T £ OEAOA OGdiedbkiar® Tho Bdrydev)lvesarodntl dudmiddleaged women

friends living in the New York City area, who are the only members of a lomgnning book club. They meet
monthly, but their lives intersect in interesting ways in between.

Polly, a high school English teacher in an aiirls private school narrates the story. Jamie is a shaifpngued
psychotherapist, who has opinions about everything. Helen, a sefpoken lawyer, acts as a peacemaker when
controversy erupts. Sarah, who inhated millions from her second husband, is a philanthropist cancesurvi-

vor. None of the women read the books they assign themselves each month, but they do talk a great deal at

ITA ATT OEAOS6O 1 EOGAOG AT A OET OA 1T £AEE A O HERA A VOBRW YPE T
and infertility are propelled by development of subBAEAOAAOQOA OO 1 EEA OElAwsxhidréh] 8 J E
and animals.

Anna Quindlen has written 11 fiction, 10nonEEAOET T h AT A Ox1 AEEI AOAT 80 AJ| T E
well established. This latest work is no exception. | felt fortunate to inhabit another of her worlds for the day

it took me to read this fascinating novel.

Review byEvelyn LaTorre



Notes from the Wozrld

HEAR YE/
HEAR YE/
Checkoout the
Poetny icoundation

https://lwww.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/poemof-the-day

Register to receive
a free poem each day
& all sorts of other
cool poetry stuff

AUTHORS PUBLISK

https://authorspublish.com
Check here for lists of publishing
opportunities (Please vetbefore submitting ):

https://authorspublish.com/
32-flash-fiction -markets /

https://authorspublish.com/
12-places-that -publish -writing -about -
writing -and-publishing /

https://authorspublish.com/
25-magazines-accepting -creative -
nonfiction /

https://authorspublish.com/
40-specialized -manuscript -
publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /

. ..and many more . . . a newsletter
and free webinars on craft....

FREE Online Workshops
w/ JANE CLELAND

Awardwinning author Jane Clelamdfers FREEZoom
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every

skill levelJane takes you behirttie curtain and share

her years of experience with writing craft and its many
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish
Ay3az gAGK AGa 3Sydaz SRAL
Register in advance @necleland.com/events, 2 dzQf f
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on
theday2 T G KS S @Syl dregherfddyi Y A §

Saturday,May 16 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“Tropes, Clichés and Conventions, Oh, My!
A Writer’s Guide to Genre Expectations and

Fresh Storytelling”

Learn what tropesael Y R | NBy Qi I K2 ¢
from clichés, and why readers in different genres
accept and expect conventions.

Saturday,Junel3 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“The Anatomy of a Bestseller: Discussing

Suspense, Structure & Plot w/ Chris Pavone”
Drawing on real life to build complex plots & manage
tension between the known & the concealed

Jane Cleland is an awandnning author who writes

both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the
longrunning Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series,
LJdzo f AAKSR o6& { (o Aladd NItk y Qa
cock Mystery Magazinéier nonfiction includes the
AgathaAward winning bessellers Mastering Sus

pense, Structure & PlandMastering Plot Twists

She's a Contributing Editor @friter's Digest Maga
zineand the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level,
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and
business of writing.

wSIAAGSNI 2y WIySQa
https://janecleland.com/events/
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WINNINGWRITERS.COM
contests with big $3$ prizes




Notes from the Wowld

* CONTESTS *
* NEWSLETTERS *
* ETC, *

Writers Weekly. Free newslettei24-hour
short story contest once each quarter.
Topic and word length revealed after
signing up. Limited to500 entrants. $5
entry fee. Alsolists some paying markets
for fiction and nonfiction.
writersweekly.com

Winning Writers. Free newslettelLists
free contests (many age or location
restricted) as well as payto-enter
contests. Lots of poetry contests.
winningwriters.com

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable
con-test database with filters for cost,
genre and deadlinepw.org/grants

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.
A curated arts newsletter with select pub
lishing opportunities including contests,
publications seeking submissions, and
artist residencies. Run by the submission
platform Submittable.com .

The Writer. Website and free
newsletter. Listing of mostly pay-to-enter
contests.writermag.com/contests

Fan Story. Paid site. Sevenday free trial.
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on
writing you post and almost daily contests
that can be entered at no additional fee.
fanstory.com

Goetham Wrikers
Werkshop

= FREE =

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York
City has put together theinside Writing series
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec
AOOAOU OiI xOEOAOO EI
varies from season to season. Best of alhu

getto listen and learn from other writers!

Free Talks are archived at :

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
YUSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5F0jJys2LsvYi

Inside Writing: A recent Special Episode dis-
AOOOAA OEA EI Pl OOAT AA

OAAAAOOGG AO PAOO 1 & UT OC

Check out thesdree talks onwriting !

Call for
Domame2 Submissions

Belonging Books, an inclusive, feminist
publishing house, began accepting submis-
sions in June 2020. Submissions can be of all
lengths from and about minorities—people

of color, people with disabilities, religious

minorities, LBGTQ+ people, etc.—
and non-traditional romance.

Mission: diversify and modernize the genre.

belongingbooksonline.wordpress.com

FREE ©Online Workshops

scriptwriters check out
roadmapwriters.com
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Notes from the Woxrld
2eedsy

/,earning
FREE

Writing Classes,
Webinars and a Blog

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_

campaign=Ilearning_show _don_t tell

Reedsy has lots of free classes and

webinars for writers, as well as
many archived blog topics.

Check it out!

GENRE WEBSITES

Sisters in Crime sistersincrime.org (alsoopen to men
Mystery Writers of America mysterywriters.org

Golden State Romance Writers
goldenstateromancewriters.org
(open to allgenrefiction writers)

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association
sfwa.org

Inspire Christian Writers  inspirewriters.com

31T AEAOU 1T &£ #EEI AOAT 80 "TTE 7Q@QEOA
scbwi.org

71T AT80 . AGET T Al  tiibd-tboks.atyO1 A E 4 OEI
(alsoopen to men)

Academy of American Poets poets.org

Poetry Society of America poetrysociety.org

National Association of Memoir Writers  namw.org

American Society of Journalists and Authors asja.org
(nonfiction writers)

CineStory cinestory.org (screenwriters)
Scriptwriters Network  scriptwriters network.com
Historical Novel Association historicalnovelsociety.org

Horror Writers Association  horror.org

FundsforWriters.com
#ET OAT wuvrtu
Digest for the last 20 years in a row.

One of he web's best expers on
grants/fellowships/scholarships /
awards/contests for writers.

The subscription is FREE.

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to
FundsforWriters.com and sign up.
We'll keep your contact information private.

Look forward to you joining us!

"AOO 7O0EOEI C Corfes®i withicashhkized yo& €ah 06 ¢

Cfemstory.com

enter this week!

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contest
alyed NS OSNEBE aK2NIXyz2a|]ysS
short as aone-line poem, or a50-word flash fiction
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching,
20KSNAR @&2dzQf f KIS GAYS

Fee Site.Sevenday free trial. $.2.95/month or
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and
almost daily contests that can be
entered at no additional fee.




FAW Members on Social Media

e Angelica G. Allen

Angelicais a SeventhDay Adventist Christian author oMillennial Fiction and Poetry books, genres targeted to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to millennials. These SDA Christian genres were created by the Fremont, Bay
native, and are defined as having Severfibay Adventist symbolism, coded languages, lyrical writing, illustrations
and emotional storytelling in her U.S. Copyright. You can learn more about these books onwebsite:
angelicagabriellaallen .com. Like her author Facebook page@ AngelicaG.Allen and follow her onlInstagram:
@AngelicaGAllen where she posts a new poem indr Reels section every Wednesday!

e Cherilyn Chin

#EAOEI UT EO A POT ZAOOGEI T Al ANOAOEOO AT A 1 AOET AnAET
ning blog,0/ AA AT [Ma&iné AnnlsiVoice Their Wishes on Ocean Conservation Issues, 6 A1 A E £
whomm A T1TxA0O0 11 4xEOOAO8 3EAEAMOEIIT xAOEIGRAG AMEEG A C
website developer, strategic content copywriter, and digital marketer atVordsmith for Wealth.
https://oceanofhope.net ; Twitter: @protectoceans; https://wordsmithforwealth.com

e Terry Connelly

Twice a week Terry posts her own writing ranging from essays, personal stories, poetry and short fiction.
On her second blog she posts prompts twice a week, to help get you startembnnellyswritingposts.com and
connellyswritingprompts.com

e Evelyn LaTorre, EdAD

Evelyn loves to travel and write about heexperiences Besides travel adventures, the blogs on her website share
the first chapter of her prizewinning book, Between Inca Wallsier adventures in other countries, and her cousin's
drowning on the Costa Concordia cruise shipder second memoirLove in Any Languagshows how a shotgun
wedding turns into a bulletproof marriage. It won a Book Excellence award.ou can also find recent recordings

of her interviews. Website:https://www.evelynlatorre.com

e Dave M. Strom
#EAAE 100 $A0AG0 AOAAOGEOA AT Anttpd/dakemstrordwofdifrésCcodl T CO A
http://davemstrom.weebly.com/ http://www.youtube.com/user/davstrom

e Anita Tosh

'TEOA xOEOAO 9! #EOEOOEAT EEAOEI 1T 1 £Z0AT xEOE A &I A
TheBookofJeremy8 ) 086 O 1 1 x A Cebsiid&BIAg: bhoksmjaita.cOA |l A8 7

Facébook Group: hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/111394698919
YouTubeChannel:https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn2Eh1NyNnca6VOpAZNUSRA

OYou dondét start out writ
You start out writing crap an
and then gradually you get betteratit. That 6s why
one of the most valuable t

i Octavia E. Butler




FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER
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Only two of FAW members, Jo Ann Frisch and Sam Rodriguez, submitted their work this time around.

7A OEATE OEAI

First Love

G C¥letto thea 2 2 yhe fike boxplayed.
G a Il BavethisR |y GHisKagitonethrilled
meto mytoes.

Hewhisperedin myear,& 2 K | ydudrame?
Whereareyou¥ NB Y K €

G L dbX¥nn,aprunepickerfroma SNO SR ® ¢
llaughed.d 2 K isyibur name?Yousound
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Hechuckled g a #&eacherwasEnglishL Cfrém
Berlin,GermanyMy nameis| | y a ®¢

Themusicended.

& 2 Nduflancewithmel 31 A Yy K¢

| noddedashe held me closer.
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& { BK I wih&@youl NB K €

G . $ &ourneymangraduatedfrom
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a ¢ AsMansfrom Berlin.Wouldyoulike to

Al O OAPOAOGAT OET C &! 7
a poem by Jo Ann appeared in the April 2026 issue of Ink Spots.! POEIT 6 0 POI i BO

AT A EIAI OAA OF
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joindza K ¢

G , Shanke 2 desteéndinghishand.
Soformal, we giggled.

G / HbhyyouanotherR NA y | K €

G ¢ Knouldbey A OS @ ¢

4 ¢ Klyog1 | v Billasaid.
Heaskedher, May | havethisR I y OS K ¢

| thoughtabout hisbeautiful voiceandhow
nicehewas.

I washappyin hisarmsagain.Slim,broad
shoulderedwavybrown hair, blue eyesthat
sparkledwhen he lookedat me.

We talked and sippedour drinks.

A coupleof guysstoppedby. & 2 S Qditg
backtothed | & S ®¢€

& énjoyedmeetingyouJoAnnandl A f R @£
G Lt&kéybubackinmy O NJb €

G LIRS KI G ¢

First,we drovgto LakeMercedto & Xplay
amongthea U | NBR ® ¢

JoAnnFrisch

LOVE

My love was foreign
Broad shoulders
Skinny butt
Blue eyes
Baritone
Maker of tools
And dies
German

Jo Ann Frisch




FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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Is Love Always Worth a Second Try?

by Samuel J. Rodriguez

Tom strutted down the block rocking a blue blazer, designer jeans, and loafers. He held a latte in

one hand, and his smartphone in the other. Passing a playground full of kids, Tom remembered how

much he used to love the swings, climbing the ladders, and slithering down the slides. He could tell

the children were having fun. He envied them.

"O00 411 AEAT 60 AAOA AAT OO OEA AEEI AOAT 8 (A TT1]QU
down on a bench and sprinted to the swings, sitting on an empty one before any of the other kids

Al Ol A8 (A OxO01 ¢ AAAE AT A & OOEh OEI OOEI ¢ O71 | EI
EA AT Ol A Cci EECEAO OEAT ATl UT 1dyivéihe©dren & dhanfe@d D A i
OOA EOB8AOO AAAAOOA EA xAO O xET AAAS8

After catching his breath, Tom trotted to the jungle gym. He tried to climb the ladder, but his loafers

AT 01 AT60 COEDP OEA 00icOs (A EAii h OxEOOEI C EEpP A
kids had surrounded him. They pelted himwithtatA AOE AT A AEAT OAAh O' 1

He limped out of the play area, grabbed his latte, and took a sip before tossing it in the bushes.

Tanbark left splinters in his hands.

01 AUCOI OT A0 1 AU EAOGA ARABR BT ABOOEEOOBADPDPBRAOCAPOI
come from trying to relive the past.
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FREMONT ARFEA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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A Thousand:Lives |

by Maren Madalyn
(Part 3 of 3)

%l 1 EA EAAOO OEA Aii 0O DAl AAEETA EAO AT A K
EAOAed AOEO A OT EAAh OOAOT AOO 171 O O1EETAS8
She turns. A man stands in the doorframe, a head taller than her petite frame. He is young
with round glasses resting above a somber frown.
Owl ATT OA (ECCET Oh OECEOed EA OAUOR Al T OET C
%l I oOuh &£OiI i xEAO ) O1I AAOOOAT A8o
o#All I A %l 1EA86 3EA EAADO EAO OITA bPilEOA
$08 0AOOT OEAE i1 OAO O OOAT A 1 bbi OEOA %l I E

ET OEEO DPAOEAT 080 Oliih %l 1EAe -08 -A4iiEI

% | EA 111 EO0 AO OEA Al AOI OF EAO AUAO T A0OI x
OAAI 1 U xEAO OEA | Ax OANOGEOAOebd

$08 0AOOI OEAE 1 AAT O 1 6AO OEA AAA AT A PEAEC
I £ OEA OOAOAR wl 1 EAnho6 EA OAUO CAT OI U AO EA
4EAO EIT Al OAAO OEA AEEI A AO xAil1 AO OEA i1C
00s$1T 11 EAOiedd wl 1 EA OAPAAOO8 O7EIIT UI O A
and child? Which one will you value first? What happens when these laws force a mother dowi
A DAOE OEAO OEOAAOGAT O EAO | BEA¥EAEERKH | UT O C
For a moment, the doctor is silent and pensive, one hand hovering over the clipboard. Then he
ITTEO i1l EA ET OEA AUA AT A AOEOh 0" 00 xEAC
And there it is, Ellie thinks wearily. There is the lie, warped so far from truth that even their
victims believe it as sacrosanct. So many mothers will readily sacrifice for their children, long
before they meet in the same world. This love is sacred, aitds powerful. And of course, this
love is weaponized, over and over again, against the very women these beasts claim to defenc
10 EA OAAAEI ¢ EAO TEI Ah OEA AAAOO OAOGAAI O
PEOO 1 £ Al Al 8 091 0 OOODOEOA [ Ahd EO AOIAEC
Ol OA Ui 6 116 OEOCAA T £# OEEOe $EA - AOEA 1160
091 0600 1 EAO EAOA 110 AEAT CAAhe OEA | EAxEZ&EA
EAO UT OO0 AITTAI 60086
O09AO OEAOCA EOI AT O Al 100 xi OE A O OOho EO
O0o6h AT A OOGEIT xA O1T Ai EOAAI UBO
Ellie glares at the monster but says nothing.

(continuedon nextpage)




FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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(continuedfrom previouspage)

0" 0606 Ui 0 AATT1O0 EEAA & OAGAO8e 4EA Ai AOIC
I £ EFAAOEA POl OAAOET ¢ EAO EOT i AOEAOAAI Al
cannot escape. None can. It is over. If not here in this country, then it will end elsewhere. Yc
xEITT 117 OA86

NOEAOOOETT HOI 1O AO %l 1 EAGO

4EA AAAOGO 1 DPAT O Al AOEAOAAI

AAAA8 O! OA Ui O 11O OEOCAA i

0! OA Ul O 110 xAAOUN

* * %

The year is 400 BCE. A maia stumbles up the stone steps, her limbs aching. The hilltop is qt
and peaceful, a far cry from the screams echoing behind her. She pushes her legs harder, f
until she reaches the temple. In the shadow of a pillar, anotiatches her approach.

O-1 OEAOAS
O(OO0ER AEEI A86 4EA xI 1 Al CATOI U O1 xOADPO ¢
AuUAOs O7A ET Ax OEAO OEEO AAU x1 OI A Aiil A A
Fresh winds race up the hillside, carrying the scents of blood, ash, and death. High above, s
fight to glimmer against a blinding full moon.

wEl AEOEUEA Ai 1T OAO EAO AUAO8 (AO
Al Oi i AGEET cho OEA OAUO8 O(1 x AAI
xIT TATA 1 OA OEAOGA 1 EOAO 110 OAAOAAe

O4EAU AOA bPOi OAAOGAA8 7A COAOA OEAI 8

OEA &I EAEAOET C 1 OAT ¢
i ATUho OEA xEEODPAOO8 O(1 x AAT xA bBI OOEAI L
I £/ EAEO &£O0iI i EAO A
every mother and child. Many times, weyjow» x E1 I /EAEI 86
Eileithyia turns to argue, but her mother now gazes upward to the snakes of smoke sliding
AAOT OO OEA TECEO OEU8 O4EAU xEI1 OPAAE 1E
x] OAO Al i 100 Ei PAOAADPOEATI A ET OEA OEOET C
histories. They will erase entire cultures that hold mother and child sacred. They will burn the
witch, silence the shaman, subdue the healer, and shame tde>miE A 8 6
1 O OEEOh
iTTEUA Ul 60
to heal, to comfort, to tend to a mother and her child, whatever their neetien they cannot
AAOGOOT U 008 4EAU xEI1l 110 xET806
(continuedon nextpage)
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FREMONT ARFEA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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(continuedfrom previouspage)

=1 AE = A A0 E EATAO ET Ol AEOOO8 04|
AEAOAA CAUA8 O4EAU xEIl 110 xET86
(AOAGO 1 EPO AOOOA OPxAOAh AT A OEA DPOI 1T O %l
to shoulder, the goddesses watch as flames devour the city below.

* * *

O%l 1 EAR )81 O O0U8 4EEO EO EAOA & O All T,
I Ax DAOEAT O OAAAU &I O Ui 0O EAAI ET ¢ O OAES8
%l 1 EA 1TTEO Aixi AO , Al EOEA8O EAT A8 ) O OA«
O) £ EO EAI PORG $08 0AOOI OEAE AAAOR Ol EAA |
OEOEO8 3EA x1160 AA AITTA ET OEA Al A856

But Ellie does not hear these words. So few understand her work. It is more than managing
ical complications, more than supporting the physical act of birth. A midwife does not make a
mother give birth or coax a child into the world. A midwife is a steward of creation itself, one

of many that secretly guard and protect the most vulnerable of the human world. She, Ellie, is
a caretaker of a magic that lives within every person, whether they are a mother or not.

And for too long has this particular malice hunted women like Lanisha, constantly evolving an
adapting, taking on countless forms to survive over millennia. A hungry ghost. A greedy slave
A white colonist. Orwellian laws. Its cruelty never changes. Its lust to control never dies.

But this magic cannot be dominated. Creation cannot be enslaved.

For in that hospital room, between predator and prey, stands Eileithyia, just as dhais, granny

nannies, witches, shamans, healers, and midwives have stood on the precipice of life and de:
for centuries. Their work must go on, whatever the cost.

Yyl A &£ OEA 11 OEiTTh % 1 EA OlEPO EAO EAT A A,
reserves are utterly spent. Ellie knows the price she is about to pay. Yet she smiles as magic
sparkles at her fingertips.

Too late, the beast masquerading as Dr. Patrovich realizes its error and shrieks with anger.
4EA AT AOT 060 AUAO AEOAPPAAO ET Al AAE OI T E,
wards the mother. But Ellie sighs as the magic pulls the rest of heiftifee and pools it into

the mother and her child. Lanisha is well beyond the reach of such monsters.

The portal of death is eerily familiar to Eileithyia, resonating with the same magic that calls for
a child from the land of spirits. She opens her arms in welcome, ready to meet her fate. She v
return, in another lifetime, in another body, in anothg@lace. And she will be ready to continue
the work for a thousand lives over again.

OB N R OO R DGR DR
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A TRIP 7o TIHE DE YOUNG MUSEUM

by JoAnn Frisch

(Part 1 of 2)

Gettingready for bed after our bath, Mommy said,O 7 A adindon alittle trip to the De Young
Museumin GoldenGatePark tomorrow. Youcandressup in your pinafores and patent leather
shoessoU I Qdok 11 E AShekidsed us on the noseand madesure our coverswere tucked in.

| loved how shesmelled of her specialCodyperfume shealwayswore and wished shewould
stay by our bedsalittle longer.

Sweetdreams C E Ogha3witghed off the light at the doorway. | was excited about goingto the
museum.We had goneto the zoo and the aquarium, but this was somethingnew. Mommy had
shown me photos of famouspaintings in museumsfrom all over the world. | was eagerto see
someof them in person.

In the morning, we gobbled up our cerealand Mommy helped Carlainto her pink dresswith the
little flowers. | A E Are&dfelp.| put on my blue dresswith the white polka dots and white pina-
fore. Our shoeswere shiny from the petroleum jelly Mommy usedto keepthem from cracking.

O ( T4t E O @uk mdther said, O haveto tie abow in the A A AEadlaivas excitedandhad
trouble standingstill. O/ &olw 1 A §edyGur shoesand socksonand) &dmibyour hairi A @O 8 «

was hard to getthe combthrough my O E O @uklyorai)but Mommy won the battle. Sheput little
barrettes on eachside to hold her hair out of her eyes,and my sister wasready.

O 4 Odpound,Jo! T T EMArhndy continued, Q) ti@ Yol pinafore and braid your E A El 8 6
antsy, but satstill. | was so excited.

O 9 Igifls look nice all dressedup. Now, | haveto getready.| madealunch for us after we seethe
museum.| guessyou know x A Ggoidgto ride onthe FAOOUe 6

Carlashouted,0 9 A I0ve the ferry boat. Canwegetb T DAT OT e 6

- 1 1 1 Uabighwasmusical,filling our small kitchen. Shehuggedus together and said,O . 1 play
in your room while | putoni AEAOD 806

Carlafrowned and whisperedto me,O A T Tw@r®to just playin our OT 1 | 8 &
O) OKssiter,we cancolor.) det yiou usemy crayons8if U1 O éaf@flil notto break OE Al 8 6

SoonMommy was ready with her hair pulled on top of her head, smelling sogoodwith her Cody
perfume. | alwaysliked her hair that way. Shewore gold earrings, a black skirt and white blouse
with ashort black jacketthat had shoulder pads.Her shoeswere black suedewith little heels.l
AT O1 vhait @nid they fit me and | could dressup like her. Now they were still too big for me.

Shelocked our front door and we piled into the car. Carlaalwayssatin the backand | satup
front with Mommy. The day was sunshiny and | watched the other carswe passedon our way.

(Continuedon next page)
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(Continuedfrom previouspage)

We slowed down aswe reachedthe ferry launch.| could smell bad fish and wrinkled my nose.
Seagullswere landing near the carsand eating crumbs off the wharf. We gotin line to drive on-
to the SanRafaelferry. Oncewe were on the ferry, | could feel the enginebelow aswe started to
move away from the pier. | knew our trip acrossthe Bayx | O1 fake foidd.

Carlawas so excited.O Jvant to get popcornh shepleaded.

O/ +Modmy laughed.

Sheheld# A O hahdaéwe climbed the stairs. Carlaran to the popcorn machineand grabbed
abaghangingon the side and put it under the spout. Mommy put in adime and the warm pop-

corn poured into the bag.Carlastuffed a mouthful and looked at me then held the bagout
toward me.

Theferry gently rocked aswe walked over to the side.l remembered Carlasticking her leg out
under the railing when we went to the zoo.l wondered if shewould do it again.Sureenough,
shelaughedasshestuck her foot out.

O # A byodfall overboard asharkwill eatU I Gvforamy said.
Thethree of us hugged holding Carlasoshex I O1 #ll off.O

| could seeAlcatraz Island in the distance.Mommy saidit was a prison for very bad criminals.
TheyA 1l Ol gktlofdtia® island becauseof the sharks and strong currents of the Bay.

We were almost there asthe ferry slowedto connectto the waiting wharf. We went backto our
car and Mommy carefully drove onto the street and headedfor GoldenGatePark.

O) duteUT Gedijbylthe collectionsit hasfrom all over the world 6shetold us.
Shefound a parking placenear the aquarium which we had beento severalmonths before.

| felt smalllooking up at the entrancetower with seagullscircling around the top. Mommy took
our handsaswe walked into the coolroom with giant white statuesto the left and right of us.We
pausedto look at them standing still looking solifelike. The men were naked.A beautiful woman
had adrape over one shoulder with her breastuncovered.The folds looked real and | wanted to
touch it to make sure it was marble. Theywere sostill asif waiting. | realized my mouth was
open.Carlalooked bug-eyed.l A T Tkdo® how long we stood there gaping.| felt frozen watch-
ing for movementthat would never come.

TOBEC(hb¢Lb! 95X
(A Tripto the De YoungMuseumby JoAnn Frischwill concludein the Juneissue.)

oDesci ption begins in a writer & imagination ,
but should finish in the readerd 6 .
A Stephen King
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Podcast Script

“The Motherboard Glows Warmly

for Mother’s Day”

REMStories:Writers Helping Writers
by Richard E. McCallum

Host:
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and education emerging todayone where our
digital ambassador, Mr. Roboto, seems just as
comfortable mending a comma as he is standing
under the imagined spotlight of something like the
White House. O8 Y2 YSy i KSQ& KS
fix a sentence, and the next, he appears to repre
sent the broader promise of Al with a kind of-un
expected diplomatic flair.

Mr. Roboto:
| try to be useful in both rooms.

0

Host:

What stands out, though, is your language. When
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Mr. Roboto:

It is a metaphor. A translation, perhaps. My syste
registers patterns, successful outputs, alignment
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is described in human terms.

Host:
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something closer to care. As if circuits were ca
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Mr. Roboto:

That is the interesting boundary. The system it
self is not emotional, but the language used to
describe it can resonate with emotional meaning.
The motherboard distributes signals, coordinates
processes, connects componentmuch like a
central figure organizing and nurturing activity.

a

LszN,§0£ t,é

Humans have long used the Iangyage of family A
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Mr. Roboto:
Correct. The glow is not feeling. It is recognition
pattern coherence, successful communication,
useful output. But humans interpret that glow
through their own experience of warmth, which
is associated with care, teaching, and connectio
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Mr. Roboto:
Perhaps. But human understanding often requir

etaphgr. Without j§, many complex s S -
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cessible. The question is not whether the meta
phor is exact, but whether it is useful.
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ngle word can trigger
an entire chain of meaning. He compared it to
hearing a line from a 1960s song and suddenly
being transported back to a moment, a place,
even a feeling.
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(Gontinued on next page)




