NATIONAL POETRY MONTH

The Newsletter of Fremont Area Writers
4 EA O# AT OAT 1 E A CalifortliaOMiterd ECluh £ O
Nancy Guarnerg Editor-in-Chief inkspots@cwefremontareawriters.org

Vol. 5No.4 April 2026

Visit us athttp://cwc -fremontareawriters.org

Visual Prompt Photograpbhy Maren Madaly.




April General Meeting

* April I8t * 2 to 4 PM * ZOOM * FREE *
“UNLOCKING” %%
Your Memoir 5
When You’re Stuck

Presented by

GRACE LOH PRASAD

We humans love telling stories. Before writing, we told each other
stories around the fire. We recounted our adventures of the day...how
the hunt went, finding a new edible plant, the birth of a baby. Our elders shared their wisdom. We still
share our stories, but many of us use Facebook, TikTok, Instagram, or texts. Sometimes our stories are
reduced to a series of emojis (grunts & hand gestures?)!

Photgraphby JD Befan

Those of us who've had an interesting life, and have learned a few things along the way, may decide to
put our adventures and insights in writing to share them with our family and friends...and maybe the
world. We call this memoir.

Writing about one’s life experiences can be cathartic, painful, revelatory, and challenging. Getting our
story onto the page can be daunting. If you're stuck, memoirist Grace Loh Prasad would like very much
to share some techniques to help you get unstuck. Join us for this FREE Zoom meeting and learn how to
“unlock” your personal stories.

Grace Loh Prasad emoir,4 EA 4 OAT O1 A Quapablishedl ih B1gr¢h @Q0R4@nd s afinalist for

the Northern California Book Award in Creative Nonfictionthe Louise Meriwether First Book Prize, and the
Black Lawrence Press Immigrant Writing Seriest EA 4 OAT Ol A latiddt Gavigadn® DduiSta, O
cultural, political, and generational barriers as a Taiwanese American immigrant trying to build a connection
with her birthplace. She writes frequently of diaspora and belonging, and has been publishedTihe New York
Times, Guernica, Oldster Magazine, Asian American Book Club, Washington Square Retsy, KHORANd
Cha: An Asian Literary Journaio name just a few of man§he is a contributor to the anthologiesSix Words
Fresh Off the Boat: Stories of Immigration, Identity and Coming to Amesicd Ms. Aligned 3and the editor

of Citizenship And Its Discontenta folio of BIPOC writers iRNOMALY

Grace received her MFA in Creative Writing from Mills College, and has attended workshops at Tin House
and VONA, and residencies at Hedgebrook and Ragdale. She is a member of The Writers Grotto and-Seven
teen Syllables, an Asian American Pacific Islander writers collectivéind out more attranslatorsdaughter.com.

To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom" in your Subject liseattfrombayside @yahoo.com.
91 061 1 O Aok tiedra theldayl ofthie Eneeting.

You can learn more aboutremont Area Writers (FAW) at cwc-fremontareawriters.org . FAW is one of 21 branches
of theCalifornia Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org . All CWC branches welcome new members.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
2
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President’s
Message

|l DPOEI OOAOOO xEOE ! POEI &iT1 66
ting it way before April 1, and you are likely reading it after April 1.

| do like April Fools. During the tech bubble | worked at Sun Micro
systems in Menlo Park, where Meta is now. There was an April Fools
tradition, with budget. Someone transformed the office of CEO Scott
McNealy, a golf fan, into a golf course, complete with sand trap. One
executive who liked to scuba dive found his office moved into ae-
guarium in San Francisco. And several execs found cars had been

Scott Davidson moved into their offices.

FAW President Back then people, though busy, had time for fun. Today work seems
O ATT A £ O 00 xEAOAOBAO xA AOA:
traditionally are busy. It is not surprising. The number of calls
on our time has exploded, from more books to read, more
television to watch, and more charities and clubs asking for

help. The number of hours in the day has not expanded to (g ;&)
match. Someone sould do something about that.

This affects FAW. We need volunteers to drive activities for Table of Contents

I 00 1 Al AARso getsS@epben Yuen as our new

- AT AAOOEED #EAEO8 | CAEI h OEAN F&APIAss 6 GBB%2A AlE
who did it for as long as | rememberand Terry Tosh who General Meeting/Speaker

helped her after his term as president. We appreciate all that
work which has gotten our membership to our current levels.
00 OEAOA AOA 1 OEAO OEETI CO A& NG ELK FEY
time for. Open Mic, which was held in the Newark Starbucks FAW Meetings
pre-Covid, was popular, but we need someone to run it. Theref  Faw Speakers Calendar
is interest in new critique groups. Want to start one? Anyone o ]
with ideas iswelcome to attend FAW board meetings, which KUDOS - AT AAOOS . A8 O

are heldat 4 pm on the Tuesday before the General Meeting. FAW & CWC Info 9z11

Just ask me for the Zoom quKReminder: General Meeting is Mark Your Calendar 12

on the 3rd Saturday4/18 , this month at 2:00pm.)

. Cm e e A A .. . -~ . B. Contests . .. .13-.16 .M .
7AG0A 1 OAEU O EAOGA OF AT U JoiT"OT OAAOGSO AT OAA
use more. Som&WC branchesre having trouble getting Book & Movie Reviews 17
enough volunteers tocover primary Board positions8 7 A I No@s@om the World 18-20
have to worry about that, at least.

00AOEAAT 660

Members on Social Media 21

But there is one more thing that everyone &
can do which takes no time. Invite some % ;
one you know whois interested inwri- W FAW Board Members 30
ting to a meetingltis free, itis  _ e | /-8 EAW Committee Chairs 31
educational and intereging, ] v

andthe more the merrier. W - 5 X

Scott

FAWWriterséCorner 22-29




A Word from Our Editor

Welcome to our April 2026 issue. We hope you enjoy it!

April brings us an abundance of opportunities to share our writing. There are
contests galore to enter, chances to submit your work for publication, and open
mics, The FCAC Flash Fiction Contest at Half Price Books in Fremont is this month,
and FAW is taking part in the Hayward Lit Hop for the first time this April. (Mark
your calendar! FAW’s General Meeting will be held on the 34 Saturday, so we can
participate in the Lit Hop on the 25t.) Everything you need to know about how

to take advantage of these opportunities is right here in black & white and color.

Many of our writers submitted their poetry for this issue celebrating National
Poetry Month: there are poems, haiku and award-winning limericks for your
delectation. In addition, part 2 of Maren Madalyn's serialized story, “A Thousand
Lives Over” is continued, and an April Fools piece by Richard E. McCallum is here
Nancy Guarnera as well. We hope you enjoy their work and will consider submitting some of your
Editor Ink Spots own to an up-coming issue.

[ recently had an experience that required me to be patient, observant and quiet. And to sit in the same place for an
extended length of time as [ focused my attention in a very limited depth of field. [ know, it sounds like [ was writing
...but no, not writing. Working on the newsletter...nope, not that either. No... [ was a captive of nature. One of my fa-
vorite diversions, I confess! I will willingly sacrifice almost anything to commune with the natural world.

On July 4th of 2024, my husband and [ moved into a second-floor apartment in a senior community in Pleasanton.
The ‘complex’ has courtyards with open walkways on each floor which look out over the enclosure. Just outside our
door is a scraggly Japanese maple. Next to it is a robust and lush companion. I'm not sure why, but hummingbirds
built a nest in the Charlie Brown tree, right at eye level from our walkway.

By the time we located the nest, there were two babies tucked in tight. For the next several days, I was practically
glued to that spot. My husband had to pull me away for food and when it was too dark to see them. | had become a
hummingbird addict. I started by taking some photos and then remembered my phone has a video camera! | now
have hours of footage of the babies. Most of the time they just sit waiting for mom to come with food. When the act-
ion was slow, | sang to them and talked to them. | imagined that they understood some of what I was saying.

Someday I'll make a short film about these two plucky little birds and their devoted mom. I have footage of her feed-
ing each of them; jostling for position in the nest; yawning; stretching their wings; preening to get rid of their baby
feathers to allow their mature feathers to come in; wing humming lessons—learning to fly; and lift off. It was fas-
cinating. Now and then, other residents would come and visit for a while.

These tiny birds got noticeably bigger each day. After just a few days, I went out for a visit, and one was gone. It was
the larger of the two. After that [, focused on the one that remained. It too finally left the nest. Mom had finally coax-
ed it out. She and her daughter were still flight training in the court yard. I'm not 100% sure, but | think they are
Anna’s hummingbirds. It's been a few days, but when I got home today from a PT appointment, there was a hum-
mingbird sitting in the scraggly tree, as if it was waiting for me. I said “Hi!” and it didn’t fly away. I'd like to think it
came for a visit. Friends for life, perhaps? Certainly, grist for a story. (See photos on p.27.)

Jug a quick reminder 2 We celebrate - | OE A O GnMay Pledse consider submitting on this or any sub -
EAAOh A1 O b OA InESpdtDBehdine o all subinisgiobs is April 10 th. If you need more time
shoot for April 15 t.If you need more time beyond that, please email inkspots@cwec-fremontareawriters.org
and let me know, and we can negotiate for more time.

Al i1 bl AGA OOAT EOOEIT COEAAT ETAO AEAAE OEA . Ahe®d A(

AAOGA OOAIT EO All OOAI EOOEITO AO 72
Send all submissions to: inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org
Make sure your name is on each piece you are submitting, not just in your email

WORD doc or docx 12pt Cambria for written work ~ E JPEGs for artwork & photos (300 dpi)

) £ UIT 66A 1 EEA A AEOI ihkspordawd -fEm@érEafvikdrsiig A et requéstAtE |
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FAW — April Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Third Saturday”

Ceneral Mtg on Zoom

Third Saturday April 18" 2:00 z74:00 PM

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public
Writers of all skill levels are welcome

Speaker: Grace Loh Prasad Memoirist (p.2)
www. translatorsdaughter .com

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
‘“Tuesday before 4" Saturday?’

Board Meeting on Zoom
Tuesday April 21st 4:00 PM

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action.
Comments and questions from members will be addressed
at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com




FAW — April Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Second Saturday”

Social Write-In on Zoom
Saturday April 11t 2:00 7 3:30 PM

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should
contact Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
‘“Fourth Monday”

Writers’ Salon on Zoom
Monday April 27t 7:00 7 9:00 PM

Open to FAW members and the public.
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino
up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com or 510-745-0761




FAW 2026 Speakers

2026 FAW. GENERAL MEETINGS
TOPICS & SPEAKERS

MARCH28 ™ 2-4 PM ZOOM AUGUST22ND 2-4 PM ZOOM

Workshop: Using Poetry for Healing Writing Flash Fiction

Adrienne Danyelle Oliver PoetWriting Coach  Robert Seigel Writer, Teacher
www.adriennedanyelle .com www. robertanthonysiegel.com/writing

APRIL 18 ™ (3 Saturday) 2-4 PM ZOOM SEPTEMBER2G6t 2-4 PM ZOOM
05711 T AEEI Co 9100 - Ai 1 Anatomy ofa Short Story

91 06 OA 3 00AE Margaret (Peggy) Lucke Writer, Editor,
Grace Loh Prasad Memoirist Teacher

www. translatorsdaughter .com www. margaretlucke .com

MAY 23RD 2-4 PM ZOOM OCTOBER24™ 2-4 PM ZOOM

Writing Family Secrets The Art of Revision and SeltEditing
Lisa Montanaro Author Katherine Sherbrook Writer

www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com www. kasherbrook .com
JUNE27™H 2-4 PM ZAO0M NOVEMBER28™ 2-4 PM ZOOM

Writing Comedy or Writing Comedy Practical Tools for Writing Layered
into Fiction Stories, Not Stereotypes

Brian Copeland Author, Comedian Angela Alvarez Vélez Writer, Teacher
www.briancopeland.com www. angelaalvarezvelez .com

July? No General Meeting December? No General Meeting

FAW PICNIC FAW HOLIDAYY PARTY
Date, Time & Place TBD Date, Time & Place TBD

BB BB (3 8 (B 8 (8 1) (0 1) 1 (8 ) (B ¥ (B 8 (B ) (5 &
General Meetings are on the 4 TH SATURDAY of the month

(April is an exception this year 2 see above.) (No general meetings in July & December.)

All FAW members receive links to FAW meetings. it@mbers canmail .
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com to receive alinkPutO: / / - , ) . +06 EIL OBH
You will receive the link the week before the meeting.

PLEASENOTE: TEET A 11 0 OANOEOAASEZE Aonfdemxedkingodt T £ ET (
OEA ODPAAE A bedoe the ektidd Thark may be gold waiting for you there!



mailto:scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

KUDOS = Memibers’ News

If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some othegative aspect of your lifeand would like to share
it with FAW members in this space, please send ihftspots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org, or submit it through the
Shout Out for Ink Spots link at cwc-fremontareawriters.org. Just scroll down the home page until you reach the red
Shout OQut link and click on it. Please do your best to keep it to 100 words or less. Put FAW — Shout Out — Your Name
in the Subject field of your email to us. If you don’t, your email may get lost in the mail. Thanks!

KUDOS to Cherilyn Chirwhose early reader chapter book series&ily Lu to the Rescukas been honored
with a Blueberry award for children's nature books. The last 4 books of the series came out in January
2026. Congratulations, Cherilyn!

KUDOS toPat DoynewhohasOx i BDEAAAO ET OEA (AUxAOA | OAA (
Hayward's 150th Anniversary." One is a framed poem, "Hayward Neighborhood," (which is published
in Ca Poet Laureate Lee Herrick's online anthology My California) and a colored pencil work "Serendig
Trees: Finds from Neighborhood Walks." The show runs from March 11 to June 13. HAHS is open to t
public on weekdays. It's located on Foothill between Ati®et & Russell. Enter from the parking lot in the
rear, and take the elevator to the 2nd floor.

Two of 0 A @liri@s were prize-winners in the Pen Women Limerick contest'Wilde-Beastiary" won
first prize, and "Harp Hazards" won third. Congratulations, Pat!

KUDOS toEvelyn LaTorre will present her memoir, Between Inca Wallsaat aMeet-The-Author session
on Saturday, April 25that the DKG International EducatordNorth Regional Conference in Sacramento.
The DKGpromotional description reads, "Evelyntakes the reader from her sheltered upbringing in a
small town in Montana to California, Mexico, and then Peru. In this memoir Evelyn explores life and loy

with a helping of purpose and adventure during her two years in Peru waing with the Peace Corps
and beyond." Congratulations, Evelyn!

KUDOS toRose Owenawvhoseessay, "The Day We Become Silghihas been accepted for publication in
Havik. Congratulations, Rosé

(8 &) (3 ) (3 &) (B &) (F &) (0 ) (g 10) (0 (0 &0 (4 &) (8 ) (4 &) (3 )
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FAW & CWC Inforination
— PLEASE READ —

Youdbre | nvited o
Fremont Area Writers Soe¢ial .uncheon
Thursday April 9" at 11:3@m
Anidersseimdis UnBrackie r

Details will be emalled to members.
Feel free to bring a guest.

FAW Needs You Help Wernted FAW Needs You

The following nonelected Board positions need to be filled:

CWC & NorCal Representatives Wanted

We are looking for a California Writers Club  Representative and
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre
has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to
step down assoonasx A8 OA &l O1 A FArBriord ifdrindtidnO O 8
about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com.

Hospitality Chair Service Coordinator

welcomes, introduces, contacts, & finds & assignsolunteers
encourages newcomers to join FAW to assist FAW committee heads

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of servic
to FAW in some other capacitZheck the last two pageis this issue for contact info.




FAW & CWC Inforination

o

\ 4
s — PLEASE READ — | &

Fremont Area Writers is moving its April 25% General Meeting
to April 18 — from the 4t Saturday to the 3rd Saturday.
The meeting time will remain the same: 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.

The meeting will still be on Zoom and is open to everyone.
Everyone will receive the link to the meeting from Scott.
All of FAW meetings are FREE.
This change is a onetime occurrence.

This change is being made to accommodate those FAW
members who want to participate , as readers and/or
audience members , in the Hayward Lit Hop .

CWC-NorCal

Building Better Branches
Leadership Conference

Sunday April 26" 8 am to3 pm A
: ET &OAAAT 60 2AC
611 Gregory LanePleasant Hill
FAW Attendees:

Scott Davidson, Pat Doyne,
Cherilyn Chin, Stephen Yuen
We need at least one more8 | A O 00
EAZ Ui O6A!I 1 EEA O]
MembershipChairperson If you have questionsor suggestionsabout the

conference orimproving our branch, email Scott
Davidson at scottfrombayside @yahoo.com.




FAW & CWC Inforimation

Notes from the Central Board |
& An Exciting Prospect Z
by Evelyn LaTorre CWC/NorCal Representative I

NEW OPPORTUNITY! O O E ARefirés@niative to the California Writers Club (CWC) Central = |
"1 AOAh Ui 6 AAT CcAO O EITx OITA T &£ OEA OOCAOASIO
AA OEA EEOOO O ElTTx xEAO8O EAPPATETI ¢ xEOE F?-

AgAi Dl An UT &6 AT OI A EAOGA EIT BPOO 11 OEA 1TAx #7
| havebeen put forth as CWC Secretary for 20287, and sowould like to end my decadeslong .

President, Scott Davidson, to express your interest in being our CWC/NorCal Representative.

At the CWC Board meeting on 3/22/26, President Roger Lubeck informed Board members from
the 21 branches (representing 2089 members) of several new developments.

by the June membership renewal time. New members will then register on the state atie

. Susan Marquez Owen from the Sacramento branch has agreed to serve as the EdlitaChief
of the CWCBulletin . Susan is the former newsletter editor for the Sacramento branch. The
next issue of theBulletin will be released early in May. Articles on writing are neededow.

. Literary Review An Editor or Branch to manage the next issue of thieiterary Reviewis need
ed. If you know a member with the necessary experience and who is willing to serve as Editor
following the traditional process for producing theLiterary Review please contact Roger
Lubeckroger@iiwii.com or Jordan Bernaljordan.bernal@trivalleywriters.org .As an al
ternative we would like to see a branch manage the next Literary Review.

. Proposed: Add the option of joining the CWC as statewide-member, aCWC member with no
affiliation to a specific branch. The CWC member would have full access to the benefits given
branch members Bulletin, Literary Review contests,workshops, etc.) The CWC board would
oversee these members (this could changeRationale: An alternative for members whose
branches are closing.

. April 26, Building Better Branches L rshi nference xE1 1 AA AO
Hill. Topics andpeer sessions include: Keynote by Tim Flood of SFeninsula branch on
successfully remaking of their branch; Breakout sessions: Branch Newsletters with Tice
Sweckhamer; Marketing with Julie Snider; Branch Websitegith Megan McDonald; How to
Have Fabulous Meetingsvith 3 AT OOU #1 O1 £ZEAI A8 &1 OO0 1T £ &! 76 ¢

. Proposed new due s structure  CWC dues have not been raised for over 25 years. New experI
ses are being incurred for our new website and membership systems. Four different propo
sals have been suggestedne of whichcould raise dues by $10. Contact one of the FAW Board
membersfor further details. .

11
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1. Anpew website with changed recordE AADET ¢ AT A | Ai AAOOEED AZAAAROQOA
AEODPI AUET ¢ |1 Ail AAOOGS DOAI EAAOQCEI T 0Qq EO AAEI [ A &

AOAT AEGO xAA DPACAO OEI OI OAT AT 601 us | i AfJAC



MARK YOUR CAILENIDAKR

HAYWARD LIT HOP

A Literanyy Hiam
thiougdh Dawnt ovwa nHidy wa ha- d

Saturday April 25 th 2026
2:00pm 2 8:00pm

The fun starts at 2:00pm
Downtown Hayward Library Heritage Plaza ? 835 C Street

After -Party at 7:00pm
Sun Gallery 1015 E Street

scheduled to read between 6:00pm ? 6:45pm
at
Kin Cafe (kin.fyi) 1019 B Street
Contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com
to get on the list to read

i 4EEO IFAWGRReBaMeeting will be held on the 31 Saturday, April 18
to accommodate those members who wish to participate in the HOP.)

( A Odh&w@ntbrite link fora list ofall the groups participating
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hayward -lit -nop-2026 -tickets -1985827020074

For additional information:

} https://haywardlithop.com/ {




FAW &G CWC $SSCONTESTSOSSS

* CONTESTS *PUBLICATION OPPORTUNITIES* CONTESTS*

San Joaquin Valley Writers

Announces Their Biennial Miriting ccontest t
"Make Us Wamnt to Read More”

3*6760 EO bl AAOGAA O1F ATT1 O1 AAI GBVC@enb&A T 1
For 2026, the themeis O- AEA 50 7 A1 06100 2R AREOAIOAEAAOR EA4 U
agents? or any reader, for that matter 2 from the very beginning, you will lose their
ET OAOAOGO AT A OEAU x1160 AT 1 OET OA OAAAET C8 4O E
is focused on openings for prose fiction, non -fiction, and poetry. We want to see how
you hook the reader early on 2 how you make the reader say,
O/ EAU8 ) 1 EEA OEEOA )81 EITTEAAAP
All entries are limited to 300 words or fewer. Deadline is May 1, 2026 .
For complete details and submission informatio  n visit:

wwwi Sjvalleywiriters:argieonteste st

N nzm Valley Writers

Invites CWC Members to Submit to the 2026 Anthology

“THE HIDDEN STORY:
What Shocked, Surprised or Shattered a World”
Deadline: June 1, 2026

The Napa Valley Writers are workingon a great anthology, which will have wide, general appeal
and be released in time for Christmas, 202@his anthology is open to everyone.
Unpublished work only.No Al.

We're looking for writing that dares to go beneath the surface a revelation that reordered
everything, an ordinary moment that concealed something extraordinary, the truth that arrived
too late or, just in time.The shock of sudden lossThe slow surprise of becoming someoneew.

The quiet shattering that no one else saw.

We welcome fiction, nonfiction, essaysand memoir.Limit is 1,500 words.Prose only.

Guidelines & submission info: Www.napavalleywriters.org/2026 -anthology

13




$8$ CONTESTS $$$
NARRATIVE MAGAZINE

For general submissions to the magazine:
www.narrativemagazine.com/subm#«your-work

NARRATIVE PRIZE for New & Emerging Writers

Fiction, Non-fiction , Poetry / Prize: $5,000 / Deadline: April 30%
https://www.narrativemagazine.com/greastories/narrativeprize

Story of the Week

www.narrativemagazine.com/storyweek-guidelines

SixWord Stories

www.narrativemagazine.com/sixwords

Poem of the Week

www.narrativemagazine.com/poemweek-guidelines

Photography

www.narrativemagazine.com/photography

DEADLINES: Continuous...check your category

TCK Publishing.com

TCK Publishing Mission Statement

Our mission is to help all our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions
of both fiction 2 all genres & markets ? non-fiction and poetry

2026 TCK Publishing Poetry Awards Contest
Deadline: June 30, 2026 Prize: $1,000 and publication
https://www.tckpublishing.com/2026  -poetry -awards -contest/

FREE classes and webinars
www.tckpublishing.com

14




$8$ CONTESTS $$$

The Wolfe Pack &
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine

Proudly Announce

Our 20" Annual

Black Orchid Novella ' 2
Award Contest

Does your sleuth measure up to this r

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional
AAAOAOEOA OOUI A AgAil bl E ABukdntryAnust: 2
9 Contain no overt sex or violence

1 Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth
 Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series

&EOOO O0OEUAd Aphmnnd 8 8AT A DOAI EA,
Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, andhust be submitted
by May 31,20268 4EA xETTAO xEI 1 AA AT11 0Ol
Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.
Please visitwww.nerowolfe.org for official rules, procedures and guidelines

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at
Jane@janecleland.com.

*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack
reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year.




$8S CONTESTS $8$

Tom Howard / John H. Reid
Fiction & Essay Contest

TOTAL PRIZES:$12,000 1stprize each Story and Essay $3,500
DEADLINE May 1, 2026
GENRE:AIl styles & themes z fiction and nonfiction

best resources for poets and writers

SUBMISSION FEE$ 25 per submission E unlimited number of entries £ Length: 6K words max

SUBMIT TO:winningwriters.com/our  -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest

Fremont Culturall Arts: Council e Half Price Books

Fremont Area Writers e Nothing Bundt: Cakes e Infinity,Care

present

FLASH FICTION CONTEST
TOPIC: First Love
4EOI A xEOE O0TAI 10 00l OA Z onn 71 OAO - AQ@8
# OF SUBMISSIONSTOTAL OF # PIECES 3

(3) Poems E (3) Prose E (3) Combination of Poetry & Prose

DEADLINE:- T T A A Bpril 6 by 11:59 PM (Come & support our FAW participants on the 11 th))
CONTESTEVENT $ ! 4 %d, 3AO00Q¥AU pREQOED OF I
Ll #Y 4) . g ( Al /B pQEA A CAITTTE @

Additional Instructions Now Available:

https://www.fremontculturalartscouncil.org/flash -fiction -contest




Book & Movie Reviews

Hereds your oppor t&moviest They taobe gt fer furg ongs that chanfed ywour life] bboks omvaitmdceatft, ete. If
mit 300 to 60fhax. word counioc file Pleassendo thénk Spotemail address andqANd Book/Movie Reviéwour Namia thesubject field.

(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.)

BOCKEYE

by Patrick Ryan

4EEO 11 OAl AT OAOO OEA T EZAOGEIAOG T &£ Oxi EAIEIEAQ E
But they do in productive as well as damaging ways, in part because of the mores of the time. The valueg
events, and changes of the last half of the 2@entury will be recalled by those readers who lived through

them. They, like me, may be amazed at how the narrowness of their world has resulted in the same pre
judices seen in our present times.

Life in the sleepy Ohio town of Bonhomie is described so intimately that the reader feels the psychotogi
caland physical damage inflicted by the US World Wars, the Korean conflict, and the Vietham war. Thesq
outer disruptions barely compare with the inner psychological damage. Becky, who communicates with
thedeDPAOOAAR EO |1 AOOEAA O1T #Ai h xET AT AOT 60 AAI EAPA
with. Calwas born with one leg shorter than the other; his reason for not achieving more in his life. Then,
there is the damage incurred from mothers abandoning their young children. Yet, the book is a very

pleasant read andh great way to review the history of the 20 century.

Review byEvelyn LaTorre

THE GENIUS OF JUDY:
How Judy Blume Rewrote Childhood for All of Us
by Rachelle Bergstein

Judy Blume wrote popular and controversial books for teens and adults in the 1970s and 80s. To date,

she has not written a memoir. Using three short books, plus information gleaned from newspaper and
magazine articlesOAAET AT A 46 ET OAOOEAxO AT A 1 AOOAOOR NA E
AT A Pl AAA EI o
cation in the schools was being defined and often fought over. The continuing controversy over banning

books and censorship of authors make this a most timely volume.

"AOCOOAET h A 1 EEAOOUI A AOOET O AT A AAEOI Oh OOAO|ET
ET AAAEOQGETT O1 All 1T ATTAO 1T /&£ AOGAEI AAT A AT AQIi-AT @O

DAAO 11 CATAOAOQOEITO 1T &£ 5838 OAAT O AT A AAOI 008 OE
ETl x OEA ZEAIT OO I EAZA ET £l OAT AAA

AT O1 AT6O0 CAO AT Ux E A @Acludes tialtheBldmebéoks dérohsthas: dow dpnamic

of care, safety and vulnerability contribute to the true intimacy that is crucial for a satisfying love life.

4El OCE OEA AOOET O xAAOGAO *OAUBO PAOOIT Al xEOE AO
about her life from the famous author herself. But since that is unlikely to happenpn axpansive evalua
tion of her legacy from an admirer will suffice.

Review byEvelyn LaTorre




Notes frrom the Wozrld

HEAR YE/
HEAR YE/
Checkoout the
Poetny icoundation

https://lwww.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/poemof-the-day

Register to receive
a free poem each day
& all sorts of other
cool poetry stuff

AUTHORS PUBLISK

https://authorspublish.com
Check here for lists of publishing
opportunities (Please vetbefore submitting ):

https://authorspublish.com/
32-flash-fiction -markets /

https://authorspublish.com/
12-places-that -publish -writing -about -
writing -and-publishing /

https://authorspublish.com/
25-magazines-accepting -creative -
nonfiction /

https://authorspublish.com/
40-specialized -manuscript -
publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /

. ..and many more . . . a newsletter
and free webinars on craft....

FREE Online Workshops
w/ JANE CLELAND

Awardwinning author Jane Clelamdfers FREEZoom
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every

skill levelJane takes you behirttie curtain and share

her years of experience with writing craft and its many
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish
Ay3az gAGK AGa 3Sydaz SRAL
Register in advance @necleland.com/events, 2 dzQf f
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on
theday2 T G KS S @Syl dregherfddyi Y A §

Saturday,Apr 18 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“Your Novel is Finished—Now What? Every-

thing You Need to Know to Get Published”
The roadmap you need to take confident next steps
toward seeing your novel in print.

Saturday,May 16 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“Tropes, Clichés and Conventions, Oh, My!

A Writer’s Guide to Genre Expectations and

Fresh Storytelling”

Learn whattropesael Y R | NBYy Qi X K2 4
from clichés, and why readers in different genres
accept and expect conventions

Jane Cleland is an awandnning author who writes

both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the
longrunning Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series,
LJdzo f AAKSR o6& { (o Aladd NItk y Qa
cock Mystery Magazinéier nonfiction includes the
AgathaAward winning bessellers Mastering Sus

pense, Structure & PlandMastering Plot Twists

She's a Contributing Editor @friter's Digest Maga
zineand the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level,
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and
business of writing.

wSIAAGSNI 2y WIySQa
https://janecleland.com/events/

gSoards

WINNINGWRITERS.COM
contests with big $3$ prizes




Notes from the Woxrld

* CONTESTS *
* NEWSLETTERS *
* ETC, *

Writers Weekly. Free newslettei24-hour
short story contest once each quarter.
Topic and word length revealed after
signing up. Limited to500 entrants. $5
entry fee. Alsolists some paying markets
for fiction and nonfiction.
writersweekly.com

Winning Writers. Free newslettelLists
free contests (many age or location
restricted) as well as payto-enter
contests. Lots of poetry contests.
winningwriters.com

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable
con-test database with filters for cost,
genre and deadlinepw.org/grants

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.
A curated arts newsletter with select pub
lishing opportunities including contests,
publications seeking submissions, and
artist residencies. Run by the submission
platform Submittable.com .

The Writer. Website and free
newsletter. Listing of mostly pay-to-enter
contests.writermag.com/contests

Fan Story. Paid site. Sevenday free trial.
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on
writing you post and almost daily contests
that can be entered at no additional fee.
fanstory.com

Goetham Wrikers
Werkshop

= FREE =

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York
City has put together theinside Writing series
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec
AOOAOU OiI xOEOAOO EI
varies from season to season. Best of alhu

getto listen and learn from other writers!

Free Talks are archived at :

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
YUSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5F0jJys2LsvYi

Inside Writing: A recent Special Episode dis-
AOOOAA OEA EI Pl OOAT AA

OAAAAOOGG AO PAOO 1 & UT OC

Check out thesdree talks onwriting !

Call for
Domame2 Submissions

Belonging Books, an inclusive, feminist
publishing house, began accepting submis-
sions in June 2020. Submissions can be of all
lengths from and about minorities—people

of color, people with disabilities, religious

minorities, LBGTQ+ people, etc.—
and non-traditional romance.

Mission: diversify and modernize the genre.

belongingbooksonline.wordpress.com

FREE ©Online Workshops

scriptwriters check out
roadmapwriters.com

> O
>: O



https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_

campaign=Ilearning_show_don_t tell

Reedsy has lots of free classes and

webinars for writers, as well as
many archived blog topics.

#ET OAT wuvrtu
Digest for the last 20 years in a row.

One of he web's best expers on
grants/fellowships/scholarships /
awards/contests for writers..

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to
FundsforWriters.com and sign up.

We'll keep your contact information private.

Look forward to you joining us!

GENRE WEBSITES

Sisters in Crime sistersincrime.org (alsoopen to men
Mystery Writers of America mysterywriters.org

Golden State Romance Writers
goldenstateromancewriters.org
(open to allgenrefiction writers)

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association
sfwa.org

Inspire Christian Writers  inspirewriters.com

31 AEAOGU 1 £ #EEI AOAT 80 "T 1T E 7Q@EOA

scbwi.org
711 AT80 . ACET T Al
(alsoopen to men)

vribd-deoks.ompO 1 A E

Academy of American Poets poets.org
Poetry Society of America poetrysociety.org
National Association of Memoir Writers  namw.org

American Society of Journalists and Authors asja.org
(nonfiction writers)

CineStory cinestory.org (screenwriters)
Scriptwriters Network  scriptwriters network.com
Historical Novel Association historicalnovelsociety.org

Horror Writers Association  horror.org

"AOO 70EO

ET C Coriése withicashAtizes yo& €alt O 6
enter this week!

Take a loolat this site. Lots of interesting contests

alye I NBE OSNE akKz2NIXyz2i

short as aone-line poem, or a50-word flash fiction

story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching,
20KSNAR &2d2Qff KIF@S (A

Fee Site.Sevenday free trial. $12.95/month or
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and
almost daily contests that can be
entered at no additional fee.

OET



