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To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom" in your Subject line to scottfrombayside@yahoo.com. 
9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÌÉÎË on or before the day of the meeting. 

You can learn more about Fremont Area Writers (FAW)  at cwc-fremontareawriters.org . FAW is one of 21 branches 
of the California Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org . All CWC branches welcome new members. 

 

 

Grace Loh PrasadȭÓ memoir, 4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ, was published in March 2024 and is a finalist for         
the Northern California Book Award in Creative Nonfiction, the Louise Meriwether First Book Prize, and the 
Black Lawrence Press Immigrant Writing Series. 4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ is about navigating linguistic, 
cultural, political, and generational barriers as a Taiwanese American immigrant trying to build a connection 
with her birthplace. She writes frequently of diaspora and belonging, and has been published in The New York 
Times, Guernica, Oldster Magazine, Asian American Book Club, Washington Square Review, Artsy, KHÔRA, and 
Cha: An Asian Literary Journal, to name just a few of many. She is a contributor to the anthologies Six Words 
Fresh Off the Boat: Stories of Immigration, Identity and Coming to America and Ms. Aligned 3; and the editor         
of Citizenship And Its Discontents, a folio of BIPOC writers in ANOMALY.  

Grace received her MFA in Creative Writing from Mills College, and has attended workshops at Tin House     
and VONA, and residencies at Hedgebrook and Ragdale. She is a member of The Writers Grotto and Seven-  
teen Syllables, an Asian American Pacific Islander writers collective. Find out more at translatorsdaughter.com.  

 

 

Photograph by JD Beltran 
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!ÐÒÉÌ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌ &ÏÏÌÓȭ $ÁÙȢ .Ï !ÐÒÉÌ &ÏÏÌÓ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ )ȭÍ ×ÒÉ-
ting it way before April 1, and you are likely reading it after April 1.     
I do like April Fools. During the tech bubble I worked at Sun Micro-
systems in Menlo Park, where Meta is now. There was an April Fools 
tradition, with budget. Someone transformed the office of CEO Scott 
McNealy, a golf fan, into a golf course, complete with sand trap. One 
executive who liked to scuba dive found his office moved into an a-
quarium in San Francisco. And several execs found cars had been 
moved into their offices. 

Back then people, though busy, had time for fun.  Today work seems 
ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ×ÈÅÒÅÖÅÒ ×Å ÁÒÅȢ %ÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË 
traditionally are busy. It is not surprising. The number of calls on our 

 

Scott Davidson 
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traditionally are busy. It is not surprising. The number of calls 
on our time has exploded, from more books to read, more 
television to watch, and more charities and clubs asking for 
help. The number of hours in the day has not expanded to 
match. Someone should do something about that. 

This affects FAW. We need volunteers to drive activities for    
ÏÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 7ÅȭÒÅ lucky to get Stephen Yuen as our new 
-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ #ÈÁÉÒȢ !ÇÁÉÎȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓȦ (ÅȭÓ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ !ÎÉÔÁ 4ÏÓÈȟ 
who did it for as long as I remember, and Terry Tosh who 
helped her after his term as president. We appreciate all that     
work which has gotten our membership to our current levels. 

"ÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ 
time for. Open Mic, which was held in the Newark Starbucks 
pre-Covid, was popular, but we need someone to run it. There 
is interest in new critique groups. Want to start one? Anyone 
with ideas is welcome to attend FAW board meetings, which 
are held at 4 pm on the Tuesday before the General Meeting.     
Just ask me for the Zoom link. (Reminder: General Meeting is  
on the 3rd Saturday, 4/18 , this month at 2:00pm.) 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÌÕÃËÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ  
use more. Some CWC branches are having trouble getting 
enough volunteers to cover primary Board positionsȢ 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ 
have to worry about that, at least. 

But there is one more thing that everyone  
can do which takes no time. Invite some- 
one you know who is interested in wri - 
ting to a meeting. It is free, it is  
educational and interesting,  
and the more the merrier. 
 

 Visual Prompt 
Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch 
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Just a quick reminder ɂWe celebrate -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ in May. Please consider submitting on this or any sub -    
ÊÅÃÔȟ ÆÏÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ -ÁÙȭÓ Ink Spots. Deadline for all submissions is April 10 th . If you need more time  

shoot for April 15 th . If you need more time beyond that, please email inkspots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org               
and let me know,  and we can negotiate for more time.  

&ÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÃÈÅÃË ÔÈÅ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÍÅÎÕ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &!7 ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ hereȱ. 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÓ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔÓ   Ɇ   5ÓÅ Á ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
Send all submissions to:  inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org  

Make sure your name is on each piece you are submitting, not just in your email  
WORD doc or docx   12pt Cambria for written work   Ɇ   JPEGs for artwork & photos (300 dpi)  
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ Á ÆÕÌÌ ÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓȟ ÅÍÁÉÌ inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org  and request it.  
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Tuesday   April  21st   4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action. 
Comments and questions from members will be addressed              

at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.  

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  

 

 

  

Third  Saturday   April  18th    2:00 ɀ 4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public  
Writers  of all skill levels are welcome  

Speaker:  Grace Loh Prasad   Memoirist    (p.2) 
www.translatorsdaughter .com     

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
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Monday    April  27th     7:00 ɀ 9:00 PM 

Open to FAW members and the public. 
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.  
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).  

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino  

up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com   or   510-745-0761  

 

  

Saturday   April  11th    2:00 ɀ 3:30 PM 

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.  
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should               

contact  Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite. 

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
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7ÈÉÌÅ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȣÉÆ Á ÔÏÐÉÃ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ consider checking out  

ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ before the meeting. There may be gold waiting for you there!  

 

General Meetings are on the 4 TH SATURDAY of the month  
(April is an exception this year ɂ see above.)  (No general meetings in July & December.) 

All FAW members receive links to FAW meetings. Non-members can email 
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  to receive a link. Put Ȱ://- ,).+ȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅ.  

You will receive the link the week before the meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

202 6 FAW  GENERAL MEETINGS  

TOPICS & SPEAKERS  

 
MARCH 28 TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM   

Workshop:  Using Poetry for Healing  

Adrienne Danyelle Oliver   Poet, Writing Coach 
www.adriennedanyelle .com 

APRIL 18TH (3 rd  Saturday)  2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Ȱ5ÎÌÏÃËÉÎÇȱ 9ÏÕÒ -ÅÍÏÉÒ 7ÈÅÎ  
9ÏÕȭÒÅ 3ÔÕÃË 

Grace Loh Prasad  Memoirist 
www. translatorsdaughter .com  

MAY 23RD   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Family Secrets  

Lisa Montanaro   Author 
www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com  

JUNE 27TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Comedy  or  Writing Comedy  
into Fiction  

Brian Copeland   Author, Comedian 
www.briancopeland.com  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

AUGUST 22ND  2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Flash Fiction 

Robert Seigel  Writer , Teacher 
www.  robertanthonysiegel.com/writing  

SEPTEMBER 26th  2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Anatomy of a Short Story 

Margaret (Peggy) Lucke  Writer, Editor, 
Teacher 
www.  margaretlucke .com 

OCTOBER 24TH  2-4 PM   ZOOM    

The Art of Revision and Self-Editing  

Katherine Sherbrook   Writer  
www.  kasherbrook .com 

NOVEMBER 28TH  2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Practical Tools for Writing Layered 
Stories, Not Stereotypes 

Angela Àlvarez Vélez  Writer, Teacher 
www.  angelaalvarezvelez .com 

 

 

 

July ɂ No General Meeting 

FAW PICNIC  
Date, Time & Place TBD 

 

December ɂ No General Meeting  

FAW HOLIDAY  PARTY 
Date, Time & Place TBD 
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If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some other creative aspect of your life, and would like to share     
it with FAW members in this space, please send it to 
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KUDOS to Cherilyn Chin whose early reader chapter book series Lily Lu to the Rescue has been honored 
with a Blueberry award for children's nature books. The last 4 books of the series came out in January 
2026.   Congratulations, Cherilyn! 

KUDOS to Pat Doyne who has Ô×Ï ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÁÙ×ÁÒÄ !ÒÅÁ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔȟ ͼ#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ 
Hayward's 150th Anniversary." One is a framed poem, "Hayward Neighborhood," (which is published  
in Ca Poet Laureate Lee Herrick's online anthology My California) and a colored pencil work "Serendipi-
Trees: Finds from Neighborhood Walks." The show runs from March 11 to June 13. HAHS is open to the 
public on weekdays. It's located on Foothill between A Street & Russell. Enter from the parking lot in the 
rear, and take the elevator to the 2nd floor. 

Two of 0ÁÔȭÓ entries were prize-winners in the Pen Women Limerick contest: "Wilde-Beastiary" won 
first prize, and "Harp Hazards" won third.   Congratulations, Pat! 

KUDOS to Evelyn LaTorre will present her memoir, Between Inca Walls, at a Meet-The-Author session 
on Saturday, April 25th at the DKG International Educators North Regional Conference in Sacramento.  
The DKG promotional description reads, "Evelyn takes the reader from her sheltered upbringing in a 
small town in Montana to California, Mexico, and then Peru. In this memoir Evelyn explores life and love 
with a helping of purpose and adventure during her two years in Peru working with the Peace Corps 
and beyond."   Congratulations,  Evelyn! 

KUDOS to Rose Owens whose essay, "The Day We Become Silent," has been accepted for publication in 
Havik.   Congratulations,  Rose! 
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The following non-elected Board positions need to be filled: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Coordinator  
finds & assigns volunteers  

to assist FAW committee heads 

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of service  
to FAW in some other capacity. Check the last two pages in this issue for contact info. 

 

Hospitality Chair 
welcomes, introduces, contacts, & 

encourages newcomers to join FAW 

9 

 

Youõre Invited toé 

Fremont Area Writers Social Luncheon 
Thursday  April  9th  at  11:30 pm 

Andersenõs Bakery in Union City 
Details will be e-mailed to members.    

Feel free to bring a guest. 
 

 

CWC & NorCal Representatives Wanted 

We are looking for a California Writers Club Representative and  
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre  

has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to          
step down  as soon as ×ÅȭÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ For more information                

about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .  

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com. 
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The meeting time will remain the same:  2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  
The meeting will still be on Zoom and is open to everyone.  
Everyone will receive the link to the meeting from Scott.  

All of FAW meetings are FREE. 
This change is a one-time occurrence. 

This change is being made to accommodate those FAW 
members who want to participate , as readers and/or  

audience members , in the Hayward Lit Hop .  
 

 

Sunday April 26th   8 am to 3 pm 
:ÉÏ &ÒÁÅÄÏȭÓ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 

611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill 

Scott Davidson, Pat Doyne, 
Cherilyn Chin, Stephen Yuen 

We need at least one moreȣÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ×           
ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ! 

If you have questions or suggestions about the 
conference or improving  our branch, email Scott 

Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com. 

Welcome  

and 

Thank You 

to 

Stephen Yuen 
3!Vô« |jµ  

Membership Chairperson 



 

  

by Evelyn LaTorre CWC/NorCal Representative 

NEW OPPORTUNITY!  !Ó ÔÈÅ &!7ȭÓ Representative to the California Writers Club (CWC) Central 
"ÏÁÒÄȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ     
ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ #7# ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÎÅÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÌÅÖÅÌȢ &ÏÒ 
ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÐÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× #7# ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÉÚÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ×ÏÒËÓȢ  

I have been put forth as CWC Secretary for 2026-27, and so would like to end my decades-long 
ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ &!7ȭÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ &!7 
President, Scott Davidson, to express your interest in being our CWC/NorCal Representative. 

At the CWC Board meeting on 3/22/26, President Roger Lubeck informed Board members from   
the 21 branches (representing 2089 members) of several new developments. 

1. A new website  with changed record-ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ɉÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Á ȬÂÏÏËÓÈÅÌÆȭ 
ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓɊ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÂÙ )ÎψÔÌÙ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Ô ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ 
by the June membership renewal time. New members will then register on the state and the 
ÂÒÁÎÃÈȭÓ ×ÅÂ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÓÉÍÕÌÔÁÎÅÏÕÓÌÙȢ ! ×ÅÂ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ 

2. Susan Marquez Owen from the Sacramento branch has agreed to serve as the Editor-in-Chief    
of the CWC Bulletin . Susan is the former newsletter editor for the Sacramento branch. The      
next issue of the Bulletin will be released early in May. Articles on writing are needed now. 

3. Literary Review   An Editor or Branch to manage the next issue of the Literary Review is need- 
ed. If you know a member with the necessary experience and who is willing to serve as Editor, 
following the traditional process for producing the Literary Review, please contact Roger 
Lubeck roger@iiwii.com  or Jordan Bernal jordan.bernal@trivalleywriters.org . As an al-
ternative we would like to see a branch manage the next Literary Review.  

4. Proposed:  Add the option of joining the CWC as a statewide-member, a CWC member with no 
affiliation to a specific branch. The CWC member would have full access to the benefits given to 
branch members (Bulletin, Literary Review, contests, workshops, etc.). The CWC board would 
oversee these members (this could change). Rationale:  An alternative for members whose 
branches are closing. 

5. April 26, Building Better Branches Leadership Conference  ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÔ :ÉÏ &ÒÅÄÄÏȭÓ ÉÎ 0ÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ 
Hill. Topics and peer sessions include: Keynote by Tim Flood of SF-Peninsula branch on 
successfully remaking of their branch; Breakout sessions: Branch Newsletters with Tice 
Sweckhamer; Marketing with Julie Snider; Branch Websites with Megan McDonald; How to           
Have Fabulous Meetings with 3ÃÏÔÔÙ #ÏÒÎÆÉÅÌÄȢ &ÏÕÒ ÏÆ &!7ȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȢ 

6. Proposed new due s structure   CWC dues have not been raised for over 25 years. New expen-
ses are being incurred for our new website and membership systems. Four different propo-  
sals  have been suggested, one of which could raise dues by $10. Contact one of the FAW Board 
members for further details. 
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A Literary Hop  
through Downtown Hayward  

Saturday  April 25 th  2026    

2:00pm  ɂ  8:00pm 

The fun starts at 2:00pm  
Downtown Hayward Library Heritage Plaza ɂ 835 C Street 

After -Party at 7:00pm  
Sun Gallery  1015 E Street 

scheduled to read between  6:00pm ɂ 6:45pm  
at  

Kin Cafe   (kin.fyi)   1019 B Street   

Contact Scott Davidson at  scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
to get on the list to read  

ɉ4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ FAW General Meeting will be held on the 3 rd  Saturday, April 18  
to accommodate those members who wish to participate in the HOP.)  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ an Eventbrite link for a list of all the groups participating:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hayward -lit -hop-2026 -tickets -1985827020074  

For additional information:   
https://haywardlithop.com/  
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Announces Their Biennial Writing Contest  

3*67ȭÓ ÉÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÉÔÓ ÂÉÅÎÎÉÁÌ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ all CWC members.           
For 2026, the theme is Ȱ-ÁËÅ 5Ó 7ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 2ÅÁÄ -ÏÒÅȱ. !Ó ×Å ÏÆÔÅÎ ÈÅÁÒȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÒÁÂ 

agentsɂor any reader, for that matter ɂfrom the very beginning, you will lose their 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÄÅÁ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ  
is focused on openings for prose fiction, non -fiction, and poetry. We want to see how 

you hook the reader early on ɂhow you make the reader say,  
Ȱ/ËÁÙȢ ) ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȦ )ȭÍ ÈÏÏËÅÄȦȱ 

All entries are limited to 300 words or fewer.  Deadline is May 1, 2026 .   
For complete details and submission informatio n visit:  

www.sjvalleywriters.org/contest  
 

*  CONTESTS  *   PUBLICATION  OPPORTUNITIES  *  CONTESTS  *  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Napa Valley Writers are working on a great anthology, which will have wide, general appeal    
and be released in time for Christmas, 2026. This anthology is open to everyone.  

Unpublished work only. No AI. 

We're looking for writing that dares to go beneath the surfaceɂa revelation that reordered 
everything, an ordinary moment that concealed something extraordinary, the truth that arrived       
too late or, just in time. The shock of sudden loss. The slow surprise of becoming someone new. 

             The quiet shattering that no one else saw. 

We welcome fiction, non-fiction, essays, and memoir. Limit  is 1,500 words. Prose only. 

Guidelines & submission info:   www.napavalleywriters.org/2026 -anthology  

 

 

 



   

  

For general submissions to the magazine:  
www.narrat ivemagazine.com/submit- your- work 

Fiction, Non-fiction , Poetry / Prize: $5,000 / Deadline:  April  30 th  

https://www.narrativemagazine.com/great-stories/narrative-prize 

Story of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s to ry- week- gu ide l i nes 

Six-Word Stories   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s i xwords 

Poem of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/poem- week- gu ide l i nes 

Photography    
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/pho tog raphy 

 

TCK Publishing Mission Statement  
 Our mission is to help all  our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.  

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions  
of both fiction ɂ all genres & markets ɂ non-fiction  and poetry   

2026 TCK Publishing Poetry Awards Contest  

Deadline:   June 30, 2026   Prize:  $1,000 and publication  

https://www.tckpublishing.com/2026 -poetry -awards -contest/  

FREE classes and webinars 
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Portrait of Nero Wolfe by Kevin I. Gordon 

Does your sleuth measure up to this master? 

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional  
ÄÅÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÅØÅÍÐÌÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÅØ 3ÔÏÕÔȭÓ .ÅÒÏ 7ÏÌÆÅȢ Your entry must: 

¶ Contain no overt sex or violence 
¶ Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth 
¶ Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series 

&ÉÒÓÔ 0ÒÉÚÅȡ ΑρȟπππȢ Ȣ ȢÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÌÆÒÅÄ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃËȭÓ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ* 
 

Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, and must be submitted          
by May 31, 2026Ȣ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÌÆÅ 0ÁÃËȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 

Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.  

Please visit www.nerowolfe.org  for official rules, procedures and guidelines. 

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at 
Jane@janecleland.com. 

 
*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack  

reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year. 
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TOTAL PRIZES:  $12,000  1st prize each Story and Essay $3,500 

DEADLINE:  May 1, 2026  

GENRE:  All styles & themes ɀ fiction and nonfiction   

SUBMISSION FEE: $ 25 per submission   Ɇ  unlimited number of entries   Ɇ  Length:  6K words  max 

SUBMIT TO: winningwriters.com/our -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest  

Fremont Cultural Arts Council    Half Price Books   

Fremont Area Writers     Nothing Bundt Cakes    Infinity Care  

present 

TOPIC:  
4ÉÔÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÏÅÍ ÏÒ 0ÒÏÓÅ  Ɇ  σππ 7ÏÒÄÓ -ÁØȢ  Ɇ  -ÕÓÔ ÆÉÔ ÏÎ ɉρɊ ψ Ø ρρ ÓÈÅÅÔ  Ɇ  ρς ÐÔ ÏÒ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ 

# OF SUBMISSIONS:  TOTAL OF # PIECES  =  3 

(3) Poems  Ɇ  (3) Prose   Ɇ  (3) Combination of Poetry & Prose  

DEADLINE:  -ÏÎÄÁÙ  Ɇ  April 6 th   Ɇ  by 11:59 PM  (Come & support our FAW participants on the 11 th .) 

CONTEST/EVENT $!4%ȡ  3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ  Ɇ  !ÐÒÉÌ 11th   Ɇ  ρπȡππ ɀ 5:00 PM 

,/#!4)/.ȡ  (ÁÌÆ 0ÒÉÃÅ "ÏÏËÓ  Ɇ  σωρυς &ÒÅÍÏÎÔ (ÕÂ   Ɇ  )Î &ÒÅÍÏÎÔ 

https://www.fremontculturalartscouncil.org/flash -fiction -contest  

 



    

by Patrick Ryan  

4ÈÉÓ ÎÏÖÅÌ ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÏÆ Ô×Ï ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωππȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÔ×ÉÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ 
But they do in productive as well as damaging ways, in part because of the mores of the time. The values, 
events, and changes of the last half of the 20th century will be recalled by those readers who lived through 
them. They, like me, may be amazed at how the narrowness of their world has resulted in the same pre-
judices seen in our present times. 

Life in the sleepy Ohio town of Bonhomie is described so intimately that the reader feels the psychologi-
cal and physical damage inflicted by the US World Wars, the Korean conflict, and the Vietnam war. These 
outer disruptions barely compare with the inner psychological damage. Becky, who communicates with 
the deÐÁÒÔÅÄȟ ÉÓ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ #ÁÌȟ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÁÓ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÅÄ 
with. Cal was born with one leg shorter than the other; his reason for not achieving more in his life. Then, 
there is the damage incurred from mothers abandoning their young children. Yet, the book is a very 
pleasant read and a great way to review the history of the 20th century.  

Review by Evelyn LaTorre 

by Rachelle Bergstein 

Judy Blume wrote popular and controversial books for teens and adults in the 1970s and 80s. To date, 
she has not written a memoir. Using three short books, plus information gleaned from newspaper and 
magazine articles, ÒÁÄÉÏ ÁÎÄ 46 ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓȟ 2ÁÃÈÅÌÌÅ "ÅÒÇÓÔÅÉÎ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÓ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȟ ×ÏÒË    
ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÅØ ÅÄÕ-
cation in the schools was being defined and often fought over. The continuing controversy over banning 
books and censorship of authors make this a most timely volume. 

"ÅÒÇÓÔÅÉÎȟ Á ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÉÔÏÒȟ ÕÓÅÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó ×ÉÔÈ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÐÅÅÒ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ 
ÉÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÄÉÓÓÅÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÍ-
ÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÔÅÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÕÌÔÓȢ 7ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ -ÓȢ "ÅÒÇÓÔÅÉÎ ÓÈÏ×Ó 
ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÒÏÐ ȰÎÕÇÇÅÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ËÉÄÓ 
ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÅÌÓÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ  3ÈÅ Ãoncludes that the Blume books demonstrate how a dynamic 
of care, safety and vulnerability contribute to the true intimacy that is crucial for a satisfying love life. 

4ÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ×ÅÁÖÅÓ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ 
about her life from the famous author herself. But since that is unlikely to happen, an expansive evalua-
tion of her legacy from an admirer will suffice. 

Review by Evelyn LaTorre 

Hereôs your opportunity to share your favorite books & movies. They can be just for fun, ones that changed your life, books on writing craft, etc. If you decide to sub-
mit: 300 to 600 max. word count doc file. Please send to the Ink Spots email address and put FAWðBook/Movie ReviewðYour Name in the Subject field.  

(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.) 
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Award-winning author Jane Cleland offers FREE Zoom 
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every 
skill level. Jane takes you behind the curtain and shares 
her years of experience with writing craft and its many 
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish-
ƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΧhƘ ƳȅΗ 

Register in advance at janecleland.com/events. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ 
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on 
the day ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜΧregister early. 

Saturday, Apr 18 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

The roadmap you need to take confident next steps 
toward seeing your novel in print. 

Saturday, May 16 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

Learn what tropes areτŀƴŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ 
from clichés, and why readers in different genres 
accept and expect conventions. 

Jane Cleland is an award-winning author who writes 
both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the 
long-running Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series, 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ aƛƴƻǘŀǳǊ ŀƴŘ Alfred Hitch-
cock Mystery Magazine. Her non-fiction includes the 
Agatha-Award winning best-sellers, Mastering Sus-
pense, Structure & Plot and Mastering Plot Twists.   
She's a Contributing Editor at Writer's Digest Maga-  
zine and the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award 
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level, 
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and 
business of writing.  

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ WŀƴŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ½ƻƻƳ ƭƛƴƪ. 

 

 
https://authorspublish.com  
Check here for lists of publishing 

opportunities  (Please vet before submitting ):  

https://authorspublish.com/              
32-flash-fiction -markets /  

https://authorspublish.com/              
12-places-that -publish -writing -about -

writing -and-publishing /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
25-magazines-accepting -creative -

nonfiction /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
40-specialized -manuscript -

publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /  

. . . and many more . . . a newsletter 
and free webinars on craft....  

Check out the 

Poetry Foundation 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/  

poems/poem-of-the-day 

Register to receive  
a free poem each day  

& all sorts of other  
cool poetry stuff 
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Writers Weekly. Free newsletter. 24-hour 
short story contest once each quarter. 
Topic and word length revealed after 
signing up. Limited to 500 entrants. $5 
entry fee. Also lists some paying markets 
for fiction and nonfiction. 
writersweekly.com 

Winning Writers. Free newsletter. Lists 
free contests (many age or location 
restricted) as well as pay-to-enter 
contests. Lots of poetry contests. 
winningwriters.com  

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable 
con-test database with filters for cost, 
genre and deadline. pw.org/grants  

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.        
A curated arts newsletter with select pub-
lishing opportunities including contests, 
publications seeking submissions, and 
artist residencies. Run by the submission 
platform  Submittable.com . 

The Writer. Website and free 
newsletter.  Listing of mostly pay-to-enter 
contests. writermag.com/contests  

Fan Story. Paid site. Seven-day free trial. 
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on 
writing you post and almost daily contests 
that can be entered at no additional fee.          
fanstory.com  

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York  
City has put together the Inside Writing  series 
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea-
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec-
ÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔ 
varies from season to season. Best of all, you    
get to listen and learn from other writers!  

Free Talks are archived at :  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
yuSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5FojJys2LsvYi 

Inside  Writing:  A recent Special Episode dis-
ÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÉÔÙ 
ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓȱ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 

Check out these free talks on writing ! 

 

scriptwriters check out   
roadmapwriters.com  
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Sisters in Crime   sistersincrime.org (also open to men)  

Mystery Writers of America   mysterywriters.org   

Golden State Romance Writers   
goldenstateromancewriters.org   
(open to all genre fiction writers)  

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association  
sfwa.org 

Inspire Christian Writers   inspirewriters.com 

3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏË 7ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ )ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ  
scbwi.org 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÏË !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ  wnba-books.org  
(also open to men) 

Academy of American Poets   poets.org 

Poetry Society of America   poetrysociety.org 

National Association of Memoir Writers   namw.org 

American Society of Journalists and Authors   asja.org  
(nonfiction writers) 

CineStory  cinestory.org  (screenwriters)  

Scriptwriters Network   scriptwriters network.com 

Historical Novel Association   historicalnovelsociety.org 

Horror Writers Association   horror.org  

 

 

 

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/  
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_ 
campaign=learning_show_don_t_tell  

Reedsy has lots of free classes and 
webinars for writers, as well as       

many archived blog topics.  

20 

 

 

Contests with cash prizes you can  
enter this week! 

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contests. 
aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΧƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ 

short as a one-line poem, or a 50-word flash fiction 
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching, 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΦ 

Fee Site. Seven-day free trial. $12.95/month or 
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and 

almost daily contests that can be   
entered at no additional fee. 

 

 
#ÈÏÓÅÎ υτυ "ÅÓÔ 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÂÙ 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ 

Digest for the last 20 years in a row.  

One of the web's best experts on 
grants/fellowships/scholarships / 

awards/contests  for writers . 

  

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to 
FundsforWriters.com  and sign up.            

We'll keep your contact information private. 

Look forward to you joining us! 

 


