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The heart  
  is everywhere . . . 

 . . . when you 
   choose to see it. 
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This presentation is FREE to everyone. To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom" in 
your Subject line to scottfrombayside@yahoo.comȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÌÉÎË on or before the day of the meeting. 

You can learn more about Fremont Area Writers (FAW)  at cwc-fremontareawriters.org .  
FAW is one of 21 branches of the California Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org .  

All CWC branches welcome new members. 
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Welcome to February. There are two major holidays this month. 
4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÓ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ $ÁÙȢ 7ÈÅÎ ) ×ÁÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÕÐ ×Å ÈÁÄ Ô×Ï 
ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÄÁÙÓȟ ÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȢ ɉ$ÉÄ 
you know that Abraham Lincoln was born on the same day and 
year as ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ $ÁÒ×ÉÎȩɊ .Ï× ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÃÏÍ-
bined the two holidays into one, made it generic, and put it on 
some random Monday. It is hardly worth thinking about any- 
more unless you want to celebrate the accomplishments of  
Millard Fillmore. 

More important for many ÏÆ ÕÓ ÉÓ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȢ ) ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÁÓ 
×ÒÉÔÅÒÓȟ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÉÇÎ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×Å ÃÁÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÒÉÔÅ 

 

Scott Davidson 
FAW President  
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ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÙ ×Å ÃÁÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÍȢ )Æ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ Á  
long time, it may seem hard to come up with something  
ÎÅ×ȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÁÌÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢ 

Writing and romance can be strongly connected, and not  
just if you write romance novels or put romance in your 
fiction. There is also writing to the one you love. Tish and       
I never lived closer than 600 miles from each other until     
we got married, so we communicated through letters and 
sometimes expensive phone calls in the pre-internet age      
of the 1970s. I have a box filled with letters from her. They 
tell a story of the anticipation of seeing each other again, the    
joy after we did, and the suspense of how our lives seemed 
to keep us apart, and, after we got engaged, the build-up      
ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȢ )ȭÖÅ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ υπ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÇÌÁÄ       
I have them.  

Today we would have been texting, emailing, or Zooming 
with each other. Better in some ways, but writing a letter 
forces you to focus your thoughts. So, even if you see the   
one you love every day, think about writing a letter to    
them. )ÔȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ËÅÅÐȢ 

(ÁÐÐÙ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȦ 

Keep writing and thinking, 

 Visual Prompt 
Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch 



  

 

 

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÍÏÏÎ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÒȟ ɉ)ȭÍ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÙÏÕ, Bob Garfinkle) take note: the 
moon will be full on the 1st. Lots of full moon energy this weekend. The Lunar 
New Year will be celebrated by many on the 17th ɂthis new moon will bless 
us with introspective energy during the inky darkness of no moon. This year 
Lunar New Year and Ramadan share the same day. Ramadan is the ninth 
month, from crescent moon to crescent moon, of the Islamic calendar.  It is 
observed worldwide as a month of fasting (sawm), communal prayer (salah), 

 

 

Nancy Guarnera 
Editor  Ink Spots 
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reflection, and community. Lots more online.  

Interesting how Lincoln and Washington are the only two presidents ×ÈÏÓÅ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȭÓ ×Å ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÂÕÔ  
we only really celebrate them, ɉȣÁÎÄ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÕÓÈÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȩɊ ÏÎ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ   
(the third Monday of the month)Ȣ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓ are just happy to have a three-day weekend to take advan-
tage of all the great 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ $ÁÙ ÓÁÌÅÓ.  

Punxsutawney Philȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÇÎÏÓÔÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÈÏÇȟ ÔÈÉÎËÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÉÌÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÈÅȾÓÈÅ 
can predict how much more winter there will be on the 2nd of FebruaryȢ !Ó ÁÂÓÕÒÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓȟ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
seem to be able to quit it . I doubt the groundhog cares whether it sees its shadow or not. )ÔȭÓ ÇÏÔ better things to 
think about and do. 

Valentineȭs Day! Frilly cards, flowers, decadent chocolates in heart-shaped boxes, fancy dinners, chilled cham-
pagne, sparkly ÂÌÉÎÇȣ×ÈÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭs Day? Of course, letting someone 
know that you love them, and showing them that love, ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ 1ÕÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ 
opposite, perhaps it should be expressed every day of the year. "ÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÄÓȟ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȦ 

A RECOMMENDATION:  Check out HAY HOUSE (hayhouse.com)! Last week I took part in a FREE event, the 
7ÒÉÔÅÒÓȭ "ÏÏÔ #ÁÍÐȟ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ (ÁÙ (ÏÕÓÅ publishing. The event was 2 hours-a-day for four days (M-Th), 
with the option to pay to upgrade to VIP status, allowing you to participate in additional intensive workshops 
leading to a polished proposal which participants could then submit as part of a contest, with a $10K advance, 
ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ȰÖÅÎÄÏÒ ÂÏÏÔÈÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉpants were encouraged to 
check out ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙȭÓ ×Åbinar. This was a soup-to-nuts experience from getting started on your 
manuscript to choosing the type of publishing path to take: self-pub, hybrid or traditional , and everything in 
between. The different types of editing, ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÓÔ, were covered. Guest speakers talked 
about their writing journeys and offered sugÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ ÂÌÏÃË ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅÓ 
that keep us from ever getting started. 4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ !) ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ their  
best advantage. 

Hay House, while not as well-known as Penguin Random House, Colliers, Hachette, HarperCollins, Simon & 
Schuster, and MacMillanȟ ÈÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ρυȟπππ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓȟ ρππȭÓ ÏÆ ×ÈÏÍ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ .94ÉÍÅÓ "ÅÓÔ-
ÓÅÌÌÅÒÓ ÌÉÓÔȢ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȡ $ÅÅÐÁË #ÈÏÐÒÁȟ $ÒȢ 7ÁÙÎÅ $ÙÅÒȟ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ (ÁÙȟ -ÅÌ 2ÏÂÂÉÎÓȣȢ 
While once known as a self-help, spirituality and new age publisher, they are now publishing fiction as well.  

Deadline is February 10th for the March issue. If you need more time please email me 

ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÁÎ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎȦ inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org .  For complete submission guidelines check the 
Newsletter menu on the FAW website and click on Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ hereȱ. 
 



   

 

 

  

Tuesday   February  24th    4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action. 
Comments and questions from members will be addressed              

at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.  

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  

 

 

  

Saturday   February  28th    2:00 ɀ 4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public  
Writers  of all skill levels are welcome  

Speaker:  Rich Amooi  Award-winning best -selling author  
of comedy romance discusses openings (p.2)  

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  

 

5 



  

  

 

  

Monday    February  23rd     7:00 ɀ 9:00 PM 

Open to FAW members and the public. 
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.  
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).  

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino  

up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com   or   510-745-0761  

 

  

Saturday   February  14th    2:00 ɀ 3:30 PM 

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.  
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should               

contact  Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite. 

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
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If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some other creative aspect of your life, and would like to share     
it with FAW members in this space, please send it to 
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KUDOS to Cherilyn Chin whose 8-book early reader (grades 1 to 3) series, Lucy Lu to the Rescue, pub-
lished by Lerner Publications, is now available on Amazon or on bookshop.org which allows you to sup-
port your local and independent bookstores. Books 1-4 came out on January 1, 2025 and books 5-8 
were released on January 1, 2026. Books are available in both hard and soft cover.  

#ÈÅÒÉÌÙÎȭÓ ÔÉÔÕÌÁÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÉÓ a spunky 7-year-old Chinese American girl, who travels the world saving 
ocean animals with  her marine biologist, writer mother . Titles include: Sea Turtle in a Tangle, Sea Otter's 
Second Chance, Dolphin's Cry for Help, Penguin Gets Cleaned Up, Axolotl's Safe Place, Octopus's Tide Pool 
Trouble, Manta Ray Swims Free, and Shark Washed Ashore.   Congratulations, Cherilyn! 

KUDOS to Pat Doyne whose sonnet "Out in the Cold," which appears in the CWC San Francisco Peninsula 
ÂÒÁÎÃÈȭÓ Fault Zone: Faultless has been nominated for a Pushcart Prize . (The Pushcart Prize is an 
American literary prize published by Pushcart Press that honors the best "poetry, short fiction, essays or 
literary whatnot" published in the small presses over the previous year. Magazine and small book press edi-
tors are invited to submit up to six works they have featured.) 

In December, Pat had a poetry reading at Forest & Flour in Fremont, and in January read with four other 
poets at the Adobe Art Center in Castro Valley. A piece of her artwork and a poem are currently on exhi-
bit there.   Congratulations, Pat! 

KUDOS to Maren Madalyn  whose horror flash fiction story, "Reverie," was accepted for publication by 
Flash Phantoms (https://www.flashphantoms.net/) . This will be her first horror and first flash fiction 
piece ever published. Look for the story's release on February 1, 2026."   Congratulations, Maren! 

KUDOS to Richard E. McCallum whose story, ȰDream Twiceȟȱ about Docktown Marina and the commu-
nity of floating homes fighting eviction by condo developments, appears in the CWC Redwood Writers 
anthology, Moonshadow: Tales of Hidden Light, available now on Amazon. 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ 20th contri -
bution to CWC anthologies. CWC High Desert published three of his stories in their 2025 Anthology 
Anyhing Goes, including: ȰElegant Demon,ȱ ȰGoodbye God: Going to Boulder 1961,ȱ and ȰVideoNauts.ȱ    
In addition, Redwood Writers published his poem, "Hot Flash" in their poetry book, Just So. So far, 2025 
and 2026 have been very productive years for him! He thanks to all who worked to make it possible!   
Congratulations, Richard ! 

KUDOS to Rose Owens whose poems ȰThey Pity Me in the Village" ÁÎÄ Ȱ(Ï× &ÁÒ ÔÏ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȩȱ have 
been published in From Silence to Speech: Women of the Bible Speak Out a publication of the Poemsmiths 
of the Mojave High Desert branch of CWC. The anthology is currently available on Amazon. 
Congratulations, Rose! 

KUDOS to Tony Pino who was one of two featured readers at the Alameda Island Poetry Reading in 
January. As part of this event, Tony presented a workshop on Zoom featuring thematic prompts which 
encouraged a successful writing experience for those in attendance.   Congratulations, Tony! 

 



 

The following non-elected Board positions need to be filled: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Coordinator  
finds & assigns helpers  

to assist FAW committee heads 

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of service  
to FAW in some other capacity. Check the last two pages in this issue for contact info. 

 

Hospitality Chair 
welcomes, introduces, contacts, & 

encourages newcomers to join FAW 
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Youõre Invited toé 

Fremont Area Writers Social Luncheon 
Monday  February 9th  at  11:30 am 
Andersenõs Bakery in Union City 

Details will be e-mailed to members.  

Feel free to bring a guest. 
 

CWC & NorCal Representatives Wanted 

We are looking for a California Writers Club Representative and  
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre  

has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to          
step down  as soon as ×ÅȭÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ For more information                

about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .  

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com. 



   

  

FAW Membership Chairperson 

When new members join FAW, collect the information from the web form  
you will receive and create a new record in MRMS, the CWC member database. 

Update MRMS records for current members when they renew. 

Attend the FAW Board Meeting once a month. 

A few hours a month, except in June-August, when we get renewals. 

Greet visitors at General Meetings. Help recruit new members. 

You will get trained in all this, and get walked through the job for the first few new members. 

Contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com 

Last year I sent out a survey to all FAW members. Seventeen people returned it, over one third of 
our membership, a very good return rate. Thanks to everyone who spent time filling it out. 

The first question we asked involved how we are doing communicating with you. Were we com-
municating, though email and Ink Spots, too little, too much, or just right. 100% of respondents   
ÓÁÉÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȢ )ȭÍ ÁÍÁÚÅÄȢ 3Ïȟ ÎÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ 

We asked what new activities you would like to see. Eight people would like an Open Mic session, 
like the one we used to have at Starbucks in Newark before COVID. Anyone want to volunteer to   
run it? We even have a few possible venues.  

Second was a critique group. Seven wanted this. Again, any volunteers? I volunteer to start a Zoom 
group, but not run it.  

Third was a place to write in person, together. I suspect off-hours at any coffee shop will do.           
The Berkeley branch had a writing session in the cafeteria of the Oakland Museum. Any takers? 

(continued on page 13) 
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7ÈÉÌÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȣÉÆ Á ÔÏÐÉÃ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ 

 ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÃÈÅÃËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÉÆ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  

There may be gold waiting for you there!  

(Note:  Rich Amooi offers Á ÆÒÅÅ ȰÓÈÏÒÔ ÂÏÏËȱ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȢɊ 

 

All General Meetings are on the  4TH SATURDAY of the month  
(no meetings in July & December). 

To receive a link to zoom meetings, ÓÅÎÄ Á ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ://- ,).+ȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅ                     
to the email below, and you will receive a link the week before the meeting. 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

202 6 FAW  GENERAL MEETINGS  

TOPICS & SPEAKERS  

 
FEBRUARY 28TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Killer Openings:   Starting Your First 
Chapter off with a Bang!  

Rich Amooi , Romantic Comedy Author 
www.richamooi.com  

MARCH 28 TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM   

Workshop:  Using Poetry for Healing  

Adrienne Danyelle Oliver , Poet, Writing Coach 
www.adriennedanyelle .com 

APRIL 25TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Dialog for Characters Whose  
Native Language is not English 

Vanessa Hua, Author 
www.vanessahua.com  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

MAY 23RD   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Family Secrets  

Lisa Montanaro , Author 
www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com  

JUNE 27TH   2-4 PM   ZOOM    

Writing Comedy  or  
Writing Comedy into Fiction  

Br ian Copeland, Author, Comedian 
www. briancopeland .com 

 
No Meeting in July 

Date Time & Place TBD 

 

mailto:scottfrombayside@yahoo.com


   

  

For general submissions to the magazine:  
www.narrat ivemagazine.com/submit- your- work 

Fiction & Non-fiction / 1st Prize: $2,500 / Deadline:  March 31st 

https://www.narrativemagazine.com/winter-2026-story-contest 

Story of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s to ry- week- gu ide l i nes 

Six-Word Stories   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s i xwords 

Poem of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/poem- week- gu ide l i nes 

Photography    
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/pho tog raphy 

 

TCK Publishing Mission Statement  
ά¢ƻ build a sustainable book publishing company that helps  

as many authors as possible ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΦέ 

Our mission is to help all  our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.  

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions  
of both fiction ɂ all genres and markets ɂ and non-fiction.  

FREE classes and webinars 
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Portrait of Nero Wolfe by Kevin I. Gordon 

Does your sleuth measure up to this master? 

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional  
ÄÅÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÅØÅÍÐÌÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÅØ 3ÔÏÕÔȭÓ .ÅÒÏ 7ÏÌÆÅȢ Your entry must: 

¶ Contain no overt sex or violence 
¶ Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth 
¶ Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series 

&ÉÒÓÔ 0ÒÉÚÅȡ ΑρȟπππȢ Ȣ ȢÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÌÆÒÅÄ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃËȭÓ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ* 
 

Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, and must be submitted          
ÂÙ -ÁÙ σρȟ ςπςφȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÌÆÅ 0ÁÃËȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 

Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.  

Please visit www.nerowolfe.org  for official rules, procedures and guidelines. 

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at 
Jane@janecleland.com. 

 
*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack  

reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year. 



FAW Survey Highlights (Continued from page  9) 

Finally, we asked for ideas for speaker topics . The top ones were: 

Writing great openings and endings   Writing subplots  

Writing Flash Fiction     Writing comedy / how to use comedy in fiction  

Marketing your work     Advice on finding agents 

Voice and writing styles ɀ show not tell  Writing the personal essay  

The art of revision and self -editing   Getting the details right  

7ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÏÏËÅÄ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆǬ ςπςφȢ 3ÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÉÎ 
this issue of Ink Spots (p. . Tish is working on finding speakers for the rest. Your suggestions are 
always appreciated. 

!ÇÁÉÎȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÎÄ 
them to me. And if you really want to participate in a new activity, help us make it happen. 

FAW President, Scott Davidson 
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TOTAL PRIZES:  $12,000  1st prize each Story and Essay $3,500 

DEADLINE:  May 1, 2026  

GENRE:  All styles & themes ɀ fiction and nonfiction   

SUBMISSION FEE: $ 25 per submission   Ɇ  unlimited number of entries   Ɇ  Length:  6K words  max 

SUBMIT TO: winningwriters.com/our -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest  

DEADLINE:  April  1st   (now accepting submissions)  

GENRE:  Humorous Poetry  (published or unpublished)  

NO FEE! 

PRIZES:  $3,750 in prizes  

INFO & SUBMIT TO:  winningwriters.com/our -contests/wergle -flomp -humor -poetry -contest -free  



   

  

by Sariah Wilson  © 2020 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÃÕÔÅȟ ÃÌÅÖÅÒȟ ÕÎÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÒÏÍÁÎÃÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÁÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ Á ÆÅÅÌ-good book.  

Madison, a rich girl rebelling against parents who control everything in her life, wants independence, no 
ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔȢ 3ÈÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÙÓ ÏÎ Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÃÏÕÃÈ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÎ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ Ï×ÎȢ        
)Î ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ Á ÄÏÇ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅȟ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ Á 
wonderful room in Á ÐÅÎÔÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȢ 0ÁÍÐÅÒÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÓÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 3ÈÅȭÌÌ ÆÁËÅ ÉÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÓÈÅ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔȟ ÓÈÅ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÇÏÎÅ much of   
ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ ÔÒÁÖÅÌȟ ÓÏ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÔÁËÅÓ ÓÈÅ ÍÁËÅÓȟ ÒÉÇÈÔȩ 3ÈÅ ÍÁËÅÓ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȢ  

/È ÙÅÁÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÓ ÍÉÎÄ-ÍÅÌÔÉÎÇÌÙ ÈÏÔȢ (ÅȭÓ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÏÕÔ Á ÒÅÓÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÎ ÏÎÅ ÉÎÆÁÔÕÁÔÅÄ ÆÅÍÁÌÅȟ   
and women fall over themselves around him, so one ground rule is they can be friends, but no more. You 
can guess how that works out.  

4ÈÅ ÂÅÄÒÏÏÍ ÄÏÏÒ ÉÓ ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÔÁÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÁÎÇÓÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇȢ  

/ÎÅ ÎÏÔÅȡ ÓÈÅ ÕÓÅÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÃÌÉÃÈÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇȟ ÓÏÍÅÈÏ×ȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÙȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÏÒ-  
give her, eventually. 

Review by Joyce Cortez   

 

Hereôs your opportunity to share your favorite books and movies. They can be just for fun, ones that changed your life, books on writing craft, etc. If you decide to 

submit: 360 max. word count doc file. Please email to the Ink Spots email address and put FAWðBook/Movie ReviewðYour Name in the Subject field.  

(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.) 
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by Ann Packer 

Claire, in stage four of her eight-year battle against cancer, requests that Eliot, her devoted husband of 
nearly four decades, no longer provide her daily care. Instead, she chooses two close women friends to 
ÌÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȢ -ÙÓÔÉÆÉÅÄȟ %ÌÉÏÔ ÉÓ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÈÏÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÔÕÇ-of-
×ÁÒ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÇÉÒÌÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏÕÓÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÐÌÅȭÓ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ !ÂÂÙ ÁÎÄ *ÏÓÈȟ ÐÕÚÚÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÓ 
new arrangement, have Eliot return to his house when they visit.  

%ÌÉÏÔ ÉÓ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÈÕÒÔ ×ÈÅÎ *ÏÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÂÏÒÉÎÇ ÂÌÏÂȢȱ (Å ÆÉÎÄÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÅØ-
press himself through development of his culinary skills, ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÉÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÔÏ 
take care of his fading wife. However, he admits that women are natural nurturers and practitioners of 
easy intimacy, which he is not. A crisis ensues that brings a panoply of emotions for everyone.  

I rarely shed tears when reading a book, but they came this time from the poignant metaphors and from 
feeling the emotions of the dying and their caretakers. This deep dive into grief is recommended for those 
who wish to understand the complexity of feelinÇÓ ÅÖÏËÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÏÒ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅÓȭ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌ ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇȢ 

Review by Evelyn LaTorre  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award-winning author Jane Cleland offers FREE Zoom 
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every 
skill level. Jane takes you behind the curtain and shares 
her years of experience with writing craft and its many 
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish-
ƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΧhƘ ƳȅΗ 

Register in advance at janecleland.com/events. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ 
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on 
the day ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜΧregister early. 

Saturday, Feb 21 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

Breathe life into your descriptions; imbuing every 
scene with tangible precision and imagination! 

Saturday, Mar 14 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

Learn proven strategies from successful authors 
ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ 

Jane Cleland is an award-winning author who writes 
both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the 
long-running Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series, 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ aƛƴƻǘŀǳǊ ŀƴŘ Alfred Hitch-
cock Mystery Magazine. Her non-fiction includes the 
Agatha-Award winning best-sellers, Mastering Sus-
pense, Structure & Plot and Mastering Plot Twists.   
She's a Contributing Editor at Writer's Digest Maga-  
zine and the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award 
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level, 
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and 
business of writing.  

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ WŀƴŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ½ƻƻƳ ƭƛƴƪ. 

 

 
https://authorspublish.com  
Check here for lists of publishing 

opportunities  (Please vet before submitting ):  

https://authorspublish.com/              
32-flash-fiction -markets /  

https://authorspublish.com/              
12-places-that -publish -writing -about -

writing -and-publishing /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
25-magazines-accepting -creative -

nonfiction /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
40-specialized -manuscript -

publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /  

. . . and many more . . . a newsletter 
and free webinars on craft....  

Check out the 

Poetry Foundation 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/  

poems/poem-of-the-day 

Register to receive  
a free poem each day  

& all sorts of other  
cool poetry stuff 
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Writers Weekly. Free newsletter. 24-hour 
short story contest once each quarter. Topic 
and word length revealed after signing up. 
Limited to 500 entrants. $5 entry fee. Also 
lists some paying markets for fiction and 
nonfiction. writersweekly.com 

Winning Writers. Free newsletter. Lists free 
contests (many age or location restricted) as 
well as pay-to-enter contests. Lots of poetry 
contests. winningwriters.com  

The Write Life. Website. Lists free contests 
(with a few exceptions.) Includes book, short 
fiction, essay, and poetry contests. Many con-
tests are very specific, e.g. book by first gene-
ration immigrant, book of military fiction. 
thewritelife.com/writing -contests 

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable con-
test database with filters for cost, genre and 
deadline. pw.org/grants  

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.        
A curated arts newsletter with select pub-
lishing opportunities including contests, 
publications seeking submissions, and artist 
residencies. Run by the submission platform 
Submittable.com . 

The Writer. Website and free newsletter.  
Listing of mostly pay-to-enter contests. 
writermag.com/contests  

Fan Story. Paid site. Seven-day free trial. 
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on 
writing you post and almost daily contests 
that can be entered at no additional fee.          
fanstory.com  

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York  
City has put together the Inside Writing  series 
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea-
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec-
ÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔ 
varies from season to season. Best of all, you    
get to listen and learn from other writers!  

Free Talks are archived at :  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
yuSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5FojJys2LsvYi 

Inside  Writing:  A recent Special Episode dis-
ÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÉÔÙ 
ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓȱ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 

Check out these free talks on writing ! 

 

scriptwriters check out   
roadmapwriters.com  
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Sisters in Crime   sistersincrime.org (also open to men)  

Mystery Writers of America   mysterywriters.org   

Golden State Romance Writers   
goldenstateromancewriters.org   
(open to all genre fiction writers)  

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association  
sfwa.org 

Inspire Christian Writers   inspirewriters.com 

3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏË 7ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ )ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ  
scbwi.org 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÏË !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ  wnba-books.org  
(also open to men) 

Academy of American Poets   poets.org 

Poetry Society of America   poetrysociety.org 

National Association of Memoir Writers   namw.org 

American Society of Journalists and Authors   asja.org  
(nonfiction writers) 

CineStory  cinestory.org  (screenwriters)  

Scriptwriters Network   scriptwriters network.com 

Historical Novel Association   historicalnovelsociety.org 

Horror Writers Association   horror.org  

 

 

 

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/  
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_ 
campaign=learning_show_don_t_tell  

Reedsy has lots of free classes and 
webinars for writers, as well as       

many archived blog topics.  
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Contests with cash prizes you can  
enter this week! 

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contests. 
aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΧƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ 

short as a one-line poem, or a 50-word flash fiction 
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching, 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΦ 

Fee Site. Seven-day free trial. $12.95/month or 
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and 

almost daily contests that can be   
entered at no additional fee. 

 

 
#ÈÏÓÅÎ υτυ "ÅÓÔ 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÂÙ 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ 

Digest for the last 20 years in a row.  

One of the web's best experts on 
grants/fellowships/scholarships / 

awards/contests  for writers . 

  

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to 
FundsforWriters.com  and sign up.            

We'll keep your contact information private. 

Look forward to you joining us! 

 



  

 

 

  

Å Angelica G. Allen 

 Angelica is a Seventh-Day Adventist Christian author of Millennial Fiction and Poetry  books, genres targeted to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to millennials. These SDA Christian genres were created by the Fremont, Bay Area 
native, and are defined as having Seventh-Day Adventist symbolism, coded languages, lyrical writing, illustrations, 
and emotional storytelling in her U.S. Copyright. You can learn more about these books on her website: 
angelicagabriellaallen .com. Like her author Facebook page @AngelicaG.Allen and follow her on Instagram: 
@AngelicaGAllen where she posts a new poem in her Reels section every Wednesday! 

Å Cherilyn Chin 

#ÈÅÒÉÌÙÎ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÑÕÁÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÉÎÅ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ρς ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÈÅÒ Á×ÁÒÄ-win-
ning blog, Ȱ/ÃÅÁÎ ÏÆ (ÏÐÅȡ Marine Animals Voice Their Wishes on Ocean Conservation Issues, ȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ   
ψȟυππ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÎ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒȢ 3ÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÏÏËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÅÁÎȢ 3ÈÅȭÓ Á  
website developer, strategic content copywriter, and digital marketer at Wordsmith for Wealth.  
https://oceanofhope.net ; Twitter:  @protectoceans ; https://wordsmithforwealth.com  

Å Terry Connelly 

Twice a week Terry posts her own writing ranging from essays, personal stories, poetry and short fiction.               
On her second blog she posts prompts twice a week, to help get you started. tconnellyswritingposts.com  and 
connellyswritingprompts.com    

Å Evelyn LaTorre, EdD  

Evelyn loves to travel and write about her experiences. Besides travel adventures, the blogs on her website share 
the first chapter of her prize-winning book, Between Inca Walls, her adventures in other countries, and her cousin's 
drowning on the Costa Concordia cruise ship. Her second memoir, Love in Any Language, shows how a shotgun 
wedding turns into a bulletproof marriage. It won a Book Excellence award. You can also find recent recordings    
of her interviews. Website: https://www.evelynlatorre.com . 

Å Dave M. Strom 

#ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ $ÁÖÅȭÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÃÈ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÂÌÏÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ÁÔȡ  http://davemstrom.wordpress.com/   
http://davemstrom.weebly.com/    http://www.youtube.com/user/davstrom   

Å Anita Tosh 

!ÎÉÔÁ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ 9! #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆÔÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÓȢȱ 3ÈÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÂÏÏËȟ  
The Book of JeremyȢ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏ× ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÁÌÅȢ 7ebsite & Blog: booksbyanita.com    
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/111394698919     
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn2Eh1NyNnca6V0pAZNUSRA   

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 
òJust write every day of your life. Read intensely.       

Then see what happens. Most of my friends who are put   

on that diet have very pleasant careers.ó 

ñ Ray Brad bury  



 

 

  

Inspired by a Visual Prompt 
Ink Spots Vol. 5, No. 1 January 2026 p.12 

The young woman and the man stood mo-
tionless before the stone house. She hesitated, 
drew in breath and broke the silence with her 
words.  

Ȱ2ÏÓÉÎÁ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ -ÏÏÎÌÉÇÈÔ 
spilling over her shoulder, hair shining like 
ÓÐÕÎ ÇÏÌÄȢ Ȭ)Ô ÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȟȭ ÓÈÅ ×ÈÉÓÐÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȢȱ  

The woman ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÍÏÒÅȢ Ȱ!Ô ÆÉÒÓÔȟ ) 
thought it a dream. Her face was like a mirror 
ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÙ Ï×ÎȢ Ȭ) ÁÍ 2ÏÓÉÎÁȟȭ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
And then I knew herɂmy great-great-grand-
mother. Or should I say I knew of her? I had  

 

Ȱ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÈÅÒ ÓÐÅÁË ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 2ÏÓÉÎÁ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅÙ 

ÔÏÏË ÈÉÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÉÍȢȭ (ÅÒ 

face shifted from melancholy sadness to 

ÒÁÄÉÁÎÔ ÊÏÙȢ 3ÈÅ ÂÅÃËÏÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ Ȭ#ÏÍÅȢ (Å 

×ÁÉÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÎÅ ËÅÅÐȢȭ 3ÈÅ ÓÍÉÌÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ 

more. Her form wavered and then there was 

only emptiness where she had been but a 

moment before.  

Ȱ) ×ÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÂÁÃË ÂÕÔ ËÎÅ× ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔȢ 

So, I did what she asked of  me. I came down 

here to this stone house that she called a keep. 

!ÎÄ ) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÒÅȢȱ  

He gazed at her, speechless. He took a step 

ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏËÅȢ Ȱ.ÉÇÈÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÎÉÇÈÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ 

been compelled to come here. I pace the path 

and wait, hoping that here I might finally meet 

my destiny. Tonight, I saw youɂhair like spun 

gold, a radiant smile on your faceɂcoming to 

ÍÅÅÔ ÍÅȢȱ (Å ÓÔÅÐÐÅÄ ÃÌÏÓÅÒȟ ÃÕÐÐÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÃÅ 

in his hands. 

Ȱ#ÕÔȦȱ ÙÅÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÄÇÙ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȭÓ 

seen her picture. She was dressed in the same old-fashioned clothes of her time. 

Ȱ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÈÅÒ ÓÐÅÁË ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 2ÏÓÉÎÁ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅÙ ÔÏÏË ÈÉÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÉÍȢȭ (ÅÒ ÆÁÃÅ 
ÓÈÉÆÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅÌÁÎÃÈÏÌÙ ÓÁÄÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÒÁÄÉÁÎÔ ÊÏÙȢ 3ÈÅ ÂÅÃËÏÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ Ȭ#ÏÍÅȢ (Å ×ÁÉÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÎÅ 
ËÅÅÐȢȭ 3ÈÅ ÓÍÉÌÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÍÏÒÅȢ (ÅÒ ÆÏÒÍ ×ÁÖÅÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×as only emptiness where she had 
been but a moment before.  

Ȱ) ×ÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÂÁÃË ÂÕÔ ËÎÅ× ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔȢ 3Ïȟ ) ÄÉÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÏÆ ÍÅȢ ) ÃÁÍÅ ÄÏ×Î ÈÅÒÅ  
ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÎÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á ËÅÅÐȢ !ÎÄ ) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÒÅȢȱ  

(Å ÇÁÚÅÄ ÁÔ ÈÅÒȟ ÓÐÅÅÃÈÌÅÓÓȢ (Å ÔÏÏË Á ÓÔÅÐ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏËÅȢ Ȱ.ÉÇÈÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÎÉÇÈÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÍ-
pelled to come here. I pace the path and wait, hoping that here I might finally meet my destiny. To-
night, I saw youɂhair like spun gold, a radiant smile on your faceɂÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÍÅȢȱ (Å ÓÔÅÐ-
ped closer, cupped her face in his hands. 

Ȱ#ÕÔȦȱ ÙÅÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÄÇÙ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÃÈÁÉÒȢ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ Á ×ÒÁÐȢȱ (Å ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÂÁÃË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÅÒÁÍÁÎȢ 

'ÁÚÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÅÙÅÓ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÐÓ ÍÅÔ ÉÎ Á ÌÏÎÇ-awaited kiss. Thenȣ 
Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÍÕÒÍÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÅÁÒȢ  

The pudgy director leaped ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÉÒȢ Ȱ7ÁÉÔȦ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ËÉÓÓȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÃÅÎÅ τȢȱ 
He tripped on a stone. Fell on his face. When he scrambled to his feet, they were gone.  

 

by Rose Owen 

Photograph by MP Smith     
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THE JOURNEY 
Gratitude 
on newly-oiled hinges 
swings open 
to the work-field 
of transformation 
 
Or perhaps 
it's through and  
beyond that field 
one rejoices 
breathes a ponderous sigh of relief 
and opens gratitude's gate 
which in time 
beckons 
to yet another field of transformation 
spiraling deeply upward. 
 
             - Jacqlyn M. Freitas 
 
 

BEYOND 
forever I have waited 
to be ripped asunder 
and strewn amongst the stars 

to slip beyond the conscious 
and soar through realms unknown 
carrying with me 
the dreams and aspirations 
of a lifetime 
mere piffle in comparison 

oh! what joy and wonder 
a riot of sensation 
beyond the telling 
beyond words 
beyond contemplation 

you who have never known this 
felt this 
imagined this 
must struggle to unleash that Self within you 
that knows no limits 
that can withstand the utter terror of sheer joy 

beyond comprehension 
beyond explanation 
there is nothing 
no nothing 
that can compare 

nancy guarnera 

 

 Visual Prompt 
Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch 

Annaõs Hummingbird &      

California Fuchsia 

 

òYour life  

is already artful ñ 

waiting,  

just waiting,  

for you  

to make it  

art.ó 

ñ Toni Morrison  

 



  

   
 

I, Cal "the Intellectual" Critbert, black-caped-and-cowled-and-
body-armored, looked down at the mightiest super on Earth. 
And in my eyes, the most brave and bold and beautiful. And 
right  now, maybe the most stubborn. And I told her, "Maybe    
I want to rescue you, maybe I want you to rescue yourself." 

Super Holly Hansson, in her blue supersuit and red cape      
and blue boots on long strong superheroine legs (best in the 
business), tied to the conveyor belt slowly conveying her to a 
large circular saw, frowned up at me. Or rather, frowned even 
more, her eyebrows mashing together like two male buffaloes 
butting heads over the most beautiful female buffalo in the 
herd. She tossed her head, her long blonde hair almost 
snapping like a whip. "Hey! I'm in danger here!" 

The villain  slowly keeping pace with  her with  ominous evil 
steps, dressed in black pants, black shirt, black overcoat, 
black stovepipe hat, and black long waxed mustache, laughed 
his Dishonest John vs Snidely Whiplash evil laugh again. 
"NYAH, HAH, HAAA! You are too late, Bat Boy! I lured Super 
Holly here to finally remove her pretty  heroism from Earth! 
Permanently!" 

"With  a buzzsaw?" I asked. Yes, we were in a saw mill.  Holly 
was tied to the conveyor belt with  green glowing chains. I 
smelled a slight whiff  of lutefisk. The chains must be painted 
with  green lutefisk, the substance that weakens her, and 
could even kill  her in larger amounts. 

BZZZZZZZZZZZZ!!! said the buzzsaw as Holly ever so slowly 
inched toward it, headfirst. She lifted  her head to look at the 
villain. "Yeah. where did a guy like you ever get enough green 
lutefisk to weaken me enough to tie up? That stuff is rare, 
illegal, and really expensive on the black market!" 

The villain  grabbed one side of his long black overcoat and 
dramatically pulled it  over the lower half of his face. "Don't 
you know me? The residuals from my movies and TV shows 
have me rolling  in dough, swimming in cash, dining on 
dollars! I am rich, rich, RICH!!! NYAH, HAH, HAAA!" 

I felt my eyes widen. "Of course! My movie critic  memory 
recalls you!" I blinked. Holly's comic-book-dramatic battle 
banter was rubbing off on me. "You're Dan Diablo! Dastardly 
Dan! The most over-the-top villain  in movies and TV! And the 
most dramatic and funny, I might add." 

He deeply bowed. "Thank you!" 

by Dave M Strom 
Artwork by Amber Padilla      
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       (continued on next page) 

 

 

Holly yelled, "HEY! Super-damsel in distress here!" She was 8 feet from the saw, 7 feet 11 
inches, 7 feet 10 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȣ 
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(continued from previous page) 

Holly yelled, "HEY! Super-damsel in distress here!" She was 8 feet from the saw, 7 feet 11 inches,     
7 feet 10 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȣ 

Okay, that was enough! "Holly! This is totally  against type for you. Since when have you ever been 
the meek little  girlfriend  screaming for her big strong hero to rescue her?" 

Dan twirled  his mustache. "Yes. YES! See how I have reduced the brave and mighty Super Holly 
Hansson to a helpless movie girlfriend  stereotype! She is in my clutches, in my power, and soon      
to ÂÅȣ PUSHING UP DAISIES! NYAH HAH HAAA!!!" 

5 feet 4 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȣ Holly puffed steam out her proud beaky nose. "Over-actor." 

I told her, "Dan excels at that. My scan reveals that the green lutefisk on the chains is really plain 
lutefisk, dyed green. Disgusting, but harmless to you." I told Dan, "The jig is up." 

Dan's eyes bugged out, his mustache whipped straight out with  a TWANG! His lips skinned back 
from his long white teeth. "WHAT?!?!" He WHOOSHED over to Holly, black cape-like overcoat 
fluttering.  He leaned over Holly so his long nose was almost sword fighting with  hers, and yelled,    
"I told you I could not fool a super-smart movie critic!"  He grinned. "But it  was fun trying!  Now tell  
him why you hired me." 

2 feet 10 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȣ Holly pouted. "Because Batman is supposed to save Superman. But I saved Cal five 
times this week. FIVE!" She turned her brave and bold and beautiful face to me. "So save me, bat 
boy." 

My jaw dropped. "You, brave and bold and fearless Super Holly Hansson, set this up to be damsel-
in-distress saved? Swept off your feet? Have a man in black be your handsome hunky hero?" 

11 ÉÎÃÈÅÓȣ ρπȣ ωȣ Holly batted her big blue eyes. "Pretty please?" 

It  was not easy cutting the chains with  my Intellecta-mini -laser-knife, for I had never laughed so 
hard in my ÌÉÆÅȣ 

Until  Holly bounced up and glommed her lips on mine: SMERRRRRP! "My hero!" 

Like Dracula, Dan raised his black overcoat to cover his lower face. "Curses! Foiled again!" 
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òWriting is a way of continuing to hopeé 

perhaps for me it is a way  

of remembering  I am not alone.ó 

ñ Lucille Clifton  
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