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February General Meeting
* February 28" * 2 to 4 PM * ZOOM * FREE *

KILLER OPENINGS:

Starting Your Firsé Chapter off
with a BANG!

with Guest Speaker

RICH AMOOI

There are many tips and techniques writers can learn and use in

crafting a story. Perhaps one of the most difficult is the opening. It

is, after all, the beginning. If you don’t grab your reader’s attention

with your first few sentences or paragraphs, they will likely never

make it to the end of your first chapter. If openings give you the “willies” and make you wish you hadn’t
listened to your muse when it whispered, “Write!” fear not, help is on the way. Award-winning, best-
selling author of romantic comedies, Rich Amooi has some suggestions that might just make you fall in
love with openings.

Rich has planned a presentation to help you understand how to craft “killer openings,” followed by an
interactive workshop to help support you in writing an opening that keeps your readers reading. Atten-
dees are encouraged to bring the first few lines of their work-in-progress. After the presentation, part-
icipants can share their work for analysis. First lines will be looked at by those in attendance and work-
shopped to offer improvements, if needed.

Rich Amooi is a Readers’ Favorite Gold Medal Recipient, TaleFlick Discovery winner, a Holt Medallion
Finalist for Best Contemporary Romance, and the bestselling author of twenty-six romantic comedies,
including It’s Not PMS, It’s You; Dying to Meet You; and Ice Ice Maybe.

A former radio personality and wedding D], Rich now writes romantic comedies full-time in San Diego,
California, and is happily married to a Spanish Princess. He believes in silliness, infinite possibilities,
donuts, gratitude, laughter, and happily ever after.

For more information about Rich and his books go to: https://richamooi.com/about

This presentation is FREEto everyone. To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom" i
your Subject line tscottfrombayside@yahoo.com8 91 081 | b ArAdioEedh& dak of thé&rheEting.

You can learn more aboutremont Area Writers (FAW) at cwc-fremontareawriters.org .
FAW is one of 21 branches of tBalifornia Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org .
All CWC branches welcome new members.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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President’s
Message

Welcome to February. There are two major holidays this month.
4EA EEOOO EO O0OAOEAAT 080 $AuUS
DOAOGEAAT 060 AAuoOh T1TA & O 7AO0E
you know that Abraham Lincoln was born on the same day and

bined the two holidays into one, made it generic, and put it on
some random Monday. It is hardly worth thinking about any

. more unless you want to celebrate the accomplishments of
Scott Davidson Millard Fillmore.

FAW President More important formanyil £ 00 EO 6 Al Al OE
x OEOAOOh xA Ai1860 EOOO OECI

AAT 60 xEU xA AAOA AAIT OO OEA
long time, it may seem hard to come up with something
TAxh AOO Ul 680A EAA A1l
Writing and romance can be strongly connected, and not
just if you write romance novels or put romance in your
fiction. There is also writing to the one you love. Tish and Table of Contents
| never lived closer than 600 miles from each other until
we got married, so we communicated through letters and
sometimes expensive phone calls in the prianternet age General Meeting/Speaker 2
of the 1970s. | have a box filled with letters from her. They 00AOCEAAT 050 - AODA
tell a story of the anticipation of seeing each other again, th
joy after we did, and thesuspense of how our lives seemed
to keep us apart, and, after we got engaged, the builgh FAW Meetings
57 1 66 )5 ¢ y A :
| have them.
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FAW & CWC Info
Today we would have been texting, emailing, or Zooming
with each other. Better in some ways, but writing a letter
forces you to focus your thoughts. So, even if you see the Book & Movie Reviews
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them.) 08 O OIIAOEEIQ OEAU AAT [E D8 . .
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A Word from Our Editor

Welcome to our February 2026 issue. We hope you enjoy it!

February, our shortest month, is also a busy one. It brings us Groundhog
Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, President’s Day, Valentine’s
Day, Lunar New Year, Ramadan, and Black History Month.

There are four quotes in this issue of the newsletter—three by African

American women authors/poets: Toni Morrison, Lucille Clifton and Alice

Walker. | hope you are inspired by all of them and take some time to find

out a bit more about these remarkable writers.

)y £ Ul 66 0A Aj ) BT 11 kA EBEEGROIKE takkinddethe

moon will be full on the Ist. Lots of full moon energythis weekend. The Lunar

New Year will be celebrated by many on the 172 this new moon will bless

us with introspective energy during the inky darknessof no moon This year

Nancy Guarnera Lunar New Yearand Ramadanshare thesameday. Ramadan is the ninth
Editor Ink Spots month, from crescent moon to crescent moorgf the Islamic calendar.lt is
observed worldwide as a monthof fasting (sawm), communal prayer(salah),
reflection, and community.Lots more online,

Interesting how Lincoln and Washington are the only two presidents ET OA AEOOEAAUG60O xAJAA

we only really celebrate themj 8 AT A | AUAA Al 1l OEA 1T OEAO POADEAAD OFA U

(the third Mondayof the month)8 ) 61 1 A &&ustihdpfy@o hhvéa thé@&day weekend to take advan
tageof all the great0 OAOEAAT 006 $AU OAIlI AO

PunxsutawneyPhilh  OEA xAAOEAO DOI CI T OOEAAOQEIT ¢ C OE
can predict how much more winterthere will be on the 2d of February8 ! O AAOOOA A

seem to be able tauit it. | doubt the groundhogcares whether it sees its shadow or not) O & Getteg thidys to
think about and do.

Valentine® Day!Frilly cards, flowers,decadentchocolates in heart-shaped boxesfancy dinnerschilled cham-
pagnesparkyAl ET C8xEU x1 O1 A AT UT T A 1 1&DaRa@ tolrseQédttingdsdniednd OA @ A
know that you love them, and showing them that loveD ET O1 AT 8O0 AA 1 EIi EOAA O1 E « foYe!
opposite, perhaps it should be expressedvery day of the year” 0O OEAO06 O A 110 1T £ A A
A RECOMMENDATIONCheck out HAY HOUSE (hayhouse.c@nhast week | took part in a FREE event, the
70EOQAOQGE "11 O #Al bh pobisAigArhe@veht was @ horé-day for fddr@ldys(M-Th),

with the option to pay to upgrade to VIP statusallowing you to participate in additional intensive workshops

leading to a polished proposaivhich participants could then submit as part of a conteswith a $10K advance,

Ol EAOA Ui OO i1 AT OOAOEDPO DOAI EOEAAS8 pants weefenceubageB toAT i
checkoutAT A OADPI AUO bidhr. This Ads a godptd-auds expdrience from getting started on your
manuscript to choosing the type of publishing path to take: seffub, hybrid or traditional , and everything in

between. The different types of editingAT A ET x [ OAE EWede Oovdrdf.fcAdst$pedkérs tdikedd
about their writing journeys and offered suC AOOET T O AAT OO ET x O AAAI =
that keep us from ever getting started4 EAUS6 OA A OAT A@PAOEI AT OET C x BhérE )
best advantage.

Hay House, while not as welknown as Penguin Random House, Colliers, Hachette, HarperCollins, Simon &
Schuster, and MacMillah EAO DOAT EOEAA 1T OAO puvhmnnn AOOEI OGh pgmnéd
OAT 1 AOO 1 EOO8 O0AOEADPO UT O60OA EAAOA T &£ O1TT A T £ OEAI 4
While onceknown asaself-help, spirituality and new agepublisher, they are now publishingfiction as well.
DEADLINE: MARCH ISSUE Deadline isFebruary 10t for the Marchissue. If you need more time pleasemail me

AT A xAd81 1 AE OAnkspads@bvic -frdnQakdavditeris.brg . For complete submission guidelines check the
Newsletter menu on the FAW website and click o®' OE A Adres1 A O
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FAW — February Meetirngs

Fremont Area Writers
“Fourth Saturday”’

Ceneral Mtg on Zoom

Saturday February 28t 2:00 7 4:00 PM

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public
Writers of all skill levels are welcome

Speaker: Rich Amooi Award-winning best -selling author
of comedy romance discusses openings(p.2)

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
‘“Tuesday before 4" Saturday?’

Board Meeting on Zoom
Tuesday February 24t 4:00 PM

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action.
Comments and questions from members will be addressed
at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com




FAW — February Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Second Saturday?”’

Social Write-In on Zoom
Saturday February 14t 2:00 z 3:30 PM

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should
contact Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite.

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Fremont Area Writers
‘“Fourth Monday”

Writers’ Salon on Zoom

Monday February 234 7:00 7 9:00 PM

Open to FAW members and the public.
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino
up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com or 510-745-0761




KUDOS = Memibers’ News

If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some othegative aspect of your lifeand would like to share
it with FAW members in this space, please send infcspots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org, or submit it through the
Shout Out for Ink Spots link at cwc-fremontareawriters.org. Just scroll down the home page until you reach the red
Shout OQut link and click on it. Please do your best to keep it to 100 words or less. Put FAW — Shout Out — Your Name
in the Subject field of your email to us. If you don’t, your email may get lost in the mail. Thanks!

KUDOS toCherilyn Chin whose 8-book early reader(grades 1 to 3)series,Lucy Lu to the Rescue pub-
lished by Lerner Publicationsis now available on Amazon or on bookshop.org which allows you to sup
port your local and independent bookstores. Books-# came out on January 1, 2025 and books&%

were released on January 1, 2026. Books are available in both hard and soft cover.

ocean animalswith her marine biologist, writer mother . Titles include:Sea Turtle in a TangleSea Otter's
Second Chan¢®olphin's Cry for HelpPenguin Gets Cleaned |Axolotl's Safe Plag®ctopus's Tide Pool
Trouble, Manta Ray Swims Fre@andShark Washed AshoreCongratulations, Cherilyn!

KUDOS toPat Doynewhose sonnet"Out in the Cold,Wwhich appears in the CWC San Francisco Peninsu
A O AT PaHIttz@ne: Faultless has been nominated for @ushcart Prize . (The Pushcart Prize is an
American literary prize published by Pushcart Press that honors the best "poetry, short fiction, essays
literary whatnot" published in the small presses over the previous year. Magazine and small book pres
tors are invited to submit up to six works they have featured.)

In December,Pathad a poetry reading at Forest & Flour in Fremont, anid Januaryread with four other
poets at the Adobe Art Center in Castro Valle Apiece of herartwork and a poem are currently on exhit
bit there. Congratulations, Pat!

KUDOS taviaren Madalyn whose horror flash fiction story, "Reverie," was accepted for publication by
Flash Phantomghttps://www.flashphantoms.net/) . This will be her first horror andirst flash fiction
piece ever published. Look for the story's release on February 1, 2026rigratulations, Maren!

KUDOS toRichard E. McCallumwhose story,@ream Twiceh @&out Docktown Marina and the commu
nity of floating homes fighting eviction by condo developmentsappears in the CWC Redwood Writers
anthology, Moorshadow: Tales of Hidden Lighiavailable now on Amazod EE O E O 2@hcdnEiA O
bution to CWC anthologiesCWCHigh Desertpublished three ofhis stories in their 2025 Anthology
Anyhing Goesincluding: &legant Demom@oodbye GodGoing to Boulder 1961pand VideoNautso

In addition, Redwood Writers published his poem, "Hot Flash" in their poetry bookJust SoSdfar, 2025
and 2026 have been very productive years forhim! He thanks to all who worked to make it possible!
Congratulations, Richard!

KUDOS toRose Owenavhose poems(hey Pity Me in the Village'AT A O( 1T x & A O Iidve
been published inFrom Silence to Speech: Women of the Bible Speala@ublication of the Poemsmiths
of the Mojave High Deserbranch of CWCThe anthology iscurrently available on Amazon.
Congratulations, Rosd

KUDOS tolTony Pino who was one of two featured readers at the Alameda Island Poetry Reading
January As part of this event,Tony presented a workshopon Zoomfeaturing thematic prompts which
encouraged a successful writing experience for those in attendancé&ongratulations, Tony!




FAW & CWC Inforimnation
— PLEASE READ —

Youdbre [ nvited to

Fremont Area Writers Social Luncheon
Monday February 9" at 11:3@m
Aniderssie:noisUniBraCiye r y

Detalls will be emailed to members.
Feel free to bring a guest.

FAW Needs You Help USemBeel FAW Needs You

The following nonelected Board positions need to be filled:

CWC & NorCal Representatives Wanted

We are looking for a California Writers Club  Representative and
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre
has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to
step down assoonasx A& OA &l 01 A CFArBriord Rf8rindtidnO O 8
about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com.

Hospitality Chair Service Coordinator

welcomes, introduces, contacts, & finds & assignkelpers
encourages newcomers to join FAW to assist FAW committee heads

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of servic
to FAW in some other capacitZheck the last two pageis this issue for contact info.




FAW & CWC Inforination

n _— L] L n _— L] L n _— L] L n _— L] L n _— L] L n _— L] L n _— L] 1

WANTED:
FAW Membership Chaerson
THE JOB:

When new members join FAW, collect the information from the web form
you willreceiveand create a new record in MRMBe CWC member database

Update MRMS records for current members when they renew.
Attend the FAW Board Meeting once a month.

TIME COMMITMENT:

Afew hours a monthexcept in Jun&ugust when we get renewals.

ADDITIONAL DUTIES — THOUGH NOT REQUIRED:

Greet visitors at General Meetings. Help recruit new members.

You will get trained in all this, and get walked through the job for the first few new membel]

Contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

Highlights of the 2025
FAW Membership Survey Resulks
Last year | sent out a survey to all FAW members. Seventeen people returned it, over one thoird
our membership, a very good return rate. Thanks to everyone who spent time filling it out.

The first question we asked involved how we are doing communicating with you. Were we cem

municating, though email and Ink Spots, too little, too much, or just right. 100% of respondents

OAEA EOOO OECEO8 )61 Ai AUAA8 31 h 11T AEATCAO OFA
We asked what new activities you would like to see. Eight people would like an Open Mic session,

like the onewe used to haveat Starbucks in Newarkbefore GOVID. Anyone want to volunteer to

run it? We even have a few possible venues.

Second was a critique group. Seven wanted this. Again, any volunteers? | volunteer to start a Zoom
group, but not run it.

Third was a place to write in person, together. | suspect effours at any coffee shop will do.

The Berkeleybranch had awriting session in the cafeteria of the Oakland Museum. Any takers?
(continued on page 13)




FAW & CWC Inforimation

2026 FAW. GENERAL MEETINGS
TOPICS & SPEAKERS

FEBRUARY28™ 2-4 PM ZOOM MAY 23RD 2-4 PM ZOOM

Killer Openings: Starting Your First Writing Family Secrets
Chapter off with a Bang! Lisa Montanaro , Author

Rich Amooi, Romantic Comedyuthor www.LisaMontanaroWrites.com

www.richamooi.com
JUNE27™ 2-4 PM ZOOM

MARCH28 ™ 2-4PM ZOOM Writing Comedy or

Workshop: Using Poetry for Healing Writing Comedy into Fiction
Adrienne Danyelle Oliver , Poet Writing Coach Brian Copeland, Author, Comedian

www.adriennedanyelle .com www. briancopeland .com
APRIL25™ 2-4 PM ZOOM . .

S No Meeting in July
Writing Dialog for Characters Whose

Native Language is not English FAW PE@NE@

Vanessa Hua Author Date Time & Place TBD
www.vanessahua.com

BB DB OE
All General Meetings are on the 4™ SATURDAY of the month
(no meetings in July & December).

To receive a link to zoom meeting AT A A OANOAOGO xEOE O:// -
to the email below, and you will receive a link the week before the meeting.

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

PLEASENOTE: TEE1T A EO8O0 11 O OANOEOAABEA A
AT T OEARO AEAAEET C 100 OEA OPAAEAOGO x
There may be gold waiting for you there!

(Note: Rich Amooioffers A £OAA OOET OO AiT ES6 EA Ui O OOAOAOQEA

3 &) (3 &3 ¥ (B &) (X 1) (0 10) (7 &) (i &) (8 & (3 8 3
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mailto:scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

S8 CONTESTS $$8
NARRATIVE MAGAZINE

For general submissions to the magazine:
www.narrativemagazine.com/subm#«your-work

Winter 2026 Story Contest

Fiction & Non-fiction / Bt Prize: $2,500 / Deadline: March 3Ft
https://www.narrativemagazine.com/winte026-story-contest

Story of the Week

www.narrativemagazine.com/storyweek-guidelines

SixWord Stories

www.narrativemagazine.com/sixwords

Poem of the Week

www.narrativemagazine.com/poemweek-guidelines

Photography

www.narrativemagazine.com/photography

DEADLINES: Continuous..check your category

TCK Publishing.com

TCK Publishing Mission Statement

a ¢kild a sustainable book publishing company that helps
as many authors as possibledzf FAf f GKSANJ RNEB I

Our mission is to help all our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions
of both fiction 2 all genres and markets 2 and non-fiction.

FREE classes and webinars
https://www.tckpublishing.com

n




$8$ CONTESTS $$$

The Wolfe Pack &
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine

Proudly Announce

Our Twentieth Annual

Black Orchid Novella V2
"
Award Contest

Does your sleuth measure up to this r

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional
AAAOAOEOA OOUI A AgAil bl E ABukdntryAnust: 2
9 Contain no overt sex or violence

1 Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth
 Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series

&EOOO O0OEUAd Aphmnnd 8 8AT A DOAI EA,
Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, and must be submitted
AU - AU oph c¢mgoe8 4EA xETTAO xEI 1T A
Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.
Please visitwww.nerowolfe.org for official rules, procedures and guidelines

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at
Jane@janecleland.com.

*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack
reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year.




$8S CONTESTS $8$

Tom Howard / John H. Reid
Fiction & Essay Contest

TOTAL PRIZES:$12,000 1st prize each Story and Essay $3,500 \K/TI ﬂﬂ.l n g,g»‘ :
DEADLINE May 1, 2026 Writers ™

best resources for poets and writers

GENRE:AIl styles & themes z fiction and nonfiction

SUBMISSION FEES 25 per submission F unlimited number of entries  F Length: 6K words max

SUBMIT TO:winningwriters.com/our  -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest

A
/

WERGLE FLOMP (
Humor Poetry Contest Winnino-Xa#
DEADLINE: April 1st (now accepting submissions) erterg ’

GENRE:Humorous Poetry (published or unpublished) best resources for poets and writers
NO FEE!

PRIZES: 8,750 in prizes

LW
<
-
o

INFO &SUBMT TO: winningwriters.com/our -contests/wergle -flomp -humor -poetry -contest-free

FAW Survey Highlights (Continued from page 9)
Finally, we asked for ideas fospeaker topics . The top ones were:

Writing great openings and endings Writing subplots

Writing Flash Fiction Writing comedy / how to use comedy in fiction

Marketing your work Advice on finding agents

Voice and writing styles z show not tell Writing the personal essay

The art of revision and self -editing Getting the details right
7A8 0A Al OAAAU AT T EAA OPAAEAOO A& O OAOGAOAIT i
this issue of Ink Spotgp. . Tish is working on finding speakers for the rest. Your suggestions are
always appreciated.

Il CAET h OEATEO Oi OEiI OA xEI OAODPI1TAAA8 ) A& UI O Af

them to me. And if you really want to participate in a new activity, help us make it happen.
FAW President, Scott Davidson

Al



Book & Movie Reviews

H e ryeubopportunity to share your favorite books and movies. They can be just for fun, ones that changiuhyoaitifetdtiols icteaide
submi360 max. word coudtc file Please email to khle Spotemail address andfAld Book/Movie Reviéwy our Namia theSubject field.
(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.)

ROOMMAID

by Sariah Wilson © 2020

AEEO EO A AOOAh Al AOGAOh OT AT i bl EAAOAA Qboll HodkA A 8
Madison, a rich girl rebelling against parents who control everything in her life, wants independence, no

| AGOAO OEA A1 008 3EA AAAI I A0 A OAAAEAO AT A OOA
)T AGAEAT CA A O Al AATEI ¢ AT A EAAPEIC A Al ¢ ATl
wonderfulroominA  DAT OEI OOA ADPAOOI AT 08 0AI PAOAA All EAY{
Al AATET ¢ T 0 AT UOEEI ¢ Al OA A O OEAO | AGGA Gpalich3dE A
OEA OEI A 11 OOAOAIT nh Ol EAS8IT TAOGAO ETT x OEA IE
/] E UAAER AT AI BEd QI VEEAO8 (A0 EAA OF OAEA 1060
and women fall over themselves around him, so one ground rule is they can be friends, but no more. You
can guess how that works out.

4EA AAAOTTI ATTO EO AT OAA ET OE
/ITA 11T 0Adg OEA OOGAOG A 110 1T &£ AlE
give her, eventually.

E
E

0]
Ao
Review by Joyce Cortez

SOME BRIGHT NOWHERE

by Ann Packer

Claire, in stage four of her eightear battle against cancer, requests that Eliot, her devoted husband of
nearly four decades, no longer provide her daily cardnstead, shechooses two close women friends to

1 EOA xEOE EAO ET EAO Z£ETAI 111 0EO08 - UOOE £EAdh
xAO AAOxAAT CEOI £ZOEAT A0 AT A Obi OOA AACET 08 4EA
new arrangement, have Eliot return to his housevhen they visit.

%l ET O EO AAAPI U EOOO xEAT *T OE AT A T OEAOO AAOA
press himself through development of his culinary skillsAT A AT 1T OET OAO O ET OE(
take care of his fading wife. Howevehe admits that women are natural nurturers and practitioners of
easy intimacy, which he is not. A crisis ensues that brings a panoply of emotions for everyone.

| rarely shed tears when reading a book, but they came this time from the poignant metaphors and from
feeling the emotions of the dying and their caretakers. This deep dive into grief is recommended for tho:
who wish to understand the complexity of feeli¢ O AOT EAA AU OEAEO 1T x1 10O

Review byEvelyn LaTorre




Notes from the Wowrld

HEAR YE/
HEAR YE/
Checkoout the
Poetny icoundation

https://lwww.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/poemof-the-day

Register to receive
a free poem each day
& all sorts of other

cool poetry stuff

AUTHORS PUBLISK

https://authorspublish.com
Check here for lists of publishing
opportunities (Please vetbefore submitting ):

https://authorspublish.com/
32-flash-fiction -markets /

https://authorspublish.com/

12-places-that -publish -writing -about -

writing -and-publishing /

https://authorspublish.com/
25-magazines-accepting -creative -
nonfiction /

https://authorspublish.com/
40-specialized -manuscript -
publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /

. ..and many more . . . a newsletter
and free webinars on craft....

FREE Online Workshops

w JANE CLELAND

Awardwinning author Jane Clelamdfers FREEZoom
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every

skill levelJane takes you behirttie curtain and share

her years of experience with writing craft and its many
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish
Ay3ar gAGK AG& 3Sydaz SRAL
Register in advance @necleland.com/events, 2 dzQf f
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on
theday2 ¥ G KS S@Sy i dreghryéddyi Y A §

Saturday,Feb 21from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“The World in a Word: Writing Descrip-
tions that Bring Your Stories to Life”

Breathe life into your descriptionsmbuingevery
scene with tangible precision and imagination!

Saturday,Mar 14 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“Nurture Your Creative Spirit: Feel Better,
Write Better—Listen to the Pros”

Learn proven strategies from successful authors
GK2Q@S YIadSNBR GKS | NI
Jane Cleland is an awandnning author who writes

both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the
long-running Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series,
LJdzo f AAKSR o6& { (o Aladd NItH y Qa
cock Mystery Magazinéier nonfiction includes the
AgathaAward winning bessellers Mastering Sus
pense, Structure & PlandMastering Plot Twists

She's a Contributing Editor @riter's Digest Maga
zineand the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level,
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and
business of writing.

wSIAAGSNI 2y WHySQa ¢6So6airids
https://janecleland.com/events/

winningwriters.com
contests with big $$$ prizes




Notes from the Wozld

* CONTESTS *
* NEWSLETTERS *
* ETC, *

Writers Weekly. Free newslettei24-hour
short story contest once each quarter. Topic
and word length revealed after signing up.
Limited to 500 entrants. $5 entry fee. Also
lists some paying markets for fiction and
nonfiction. writersweekly.com

Winning Writers. Free newslettelLists free
contests (many age or location restricted) as
well as payto-enter contests. Lots of poetry
contests.winningwriters.com

The Write Life. WebsiteL.ists free contests
(with a few exceptions.) Includes book, short
fiction, essay, and poetry contests. Many cen
tests are very specific, e.g. book by first gene
ration immigrant, book of military fiction.
thewritelife.com/writing  -contests

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable con
test database with filters for cost, genre and
deadline.pw.org/grants

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.

A curated arts newsletter with select pub
lishing opportunities including contests,
publications seeking submissios, and artist
residencies. Rurby the submission platform
Submittable.com .

The Writer. Website and free newsletter.
Listing of mostly pay-to-enter contests.
writermag.com/contests

Fan Story. Paid site. Sevenday free trial.
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on
writing you post and almost daily contests
that can be entered at no additional fee.
fanstory.com

Goetham Wrikers
Werkshop

= FREE =

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York
City has put together theinside Writing series
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec
AOOAOU OiI xOEOAOO EI
varies from season to season. Best of alhu

getto listen and learn from other writers!

Free Talks are archived at :

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
YUSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5F0jJys2LsvYi

Inside Writing: A recent Special Episode dis-
AOOOAA OEA EI Pl OOAT AA

OAAAAOOGG AO PAOO 1 & UT OC

Check out thesdree talks onwriting !

Call for
Domame2 Submissions

Belonging Books, an inclusive, feminist
publishing house, began accepting submis-
sions in June 2020. Submissions can be of all
lengths from and about minorities—people

of color, people with disabilities, religious

minorities, LBGTQ+ people, etc.—
and non-traditional romance.

Mission: diversify and modernize the genre.

belongingbooksonline.wordpress.com

FREE ©Online Workshops

scriptwriters check out
roadmapwriters.com

> O
>: O
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/,earning
FREE

Writing Classes,
Webinars and a Blog

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_

campaign=Ilearning_show _don_t tell

Reedsy has lots of free classes and

webinars for writers, as well as
many archived blog topics.

Check it out!

GENRE WEBSITES

Sisters in Crime sistersincrime.org (alsoopen to men
Mystery Writers of America mysterywriters.org

Golden State Romance Writers
goldenstateromancewriters.org
(open to allgenrefiction writers)

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association
sfwa.org

Inspire Christian Writers  inspirewriters.com

31 AEAOU T &£ #EEI AOAT 80 "TTE 7@EOA
scbwi.org

711 AT80 . ACET T Al
(alsoopen to men)

vribd-deoks.ompO 1 AE AOE T

Academy of American Poets poets.org
Poetry Society of America poetrysociety.org
National Association of Memoir Writers  namw.org

American Society of Journalists and Authors asja.org
(nonfiction writers)

CineStory cinestory.org (screenwriters)
Scriptwriters Network  scriptwriters network.com
Historical Novel Association historicalnovelsociety.org

Horror Writers Association  horror.org

FundsforWriters.com
#ET OAT wuvrtu
Digest for the last 20 years in a row.

One of he web's best expers on
grants/fellowships/scholarships /
awards/contests for writers.

The subscription is FREE.

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to
FundsforWriters.com and sign up.
We'll keep your contact information private.

Look forward to you joining us!

"AOO 7O0EOE

Cfemstory.com

1 C Corftes8 withic@sh/tized yo& €h 05 @

enter this week!

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contest
alyed NS OSNEBE aK2NIXyz2a|]ysS
short as aone-line poem, or a50-word flash fiction
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching,
20KSNAR @&2dzQf f KIS GAYS

Fee Site.Sevenday free trial. $.2.95/month or
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and
almost daily contests that can be
entered at no additional fee.




FAW Members on Social Media

e Angelica G. Allen

Angelicais a SeventhDay Adventist Christian author oMillennial Fiction and Poetry books, genres targeted to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to millennials. These SDA Christian genres were created by the Fremont, Bay
native, and are defined as having Severfibay Adventist symbolism, coded languages, lyrical writing, illustrations
and emotional storytelling in her U.S. Copyright. You can learn more about these books onwebsite:
angelicagabriellaallen .com. Like her author Facebook page@AngelicaG.Allen and follow her onlInstagram:
@AngelicaGAllen where she posts a new poem indr Reels section every Wednesday!

e Cherilyn Chin

#EAOEI Ul EO A POl £ZAOOEI T Al ANOAOEOO AT A 1 AOET AnAET
ning blog,0/ AA AT TM&iné AnBnllisVoice Their Wishes on Ocean Conservation Issues, 6 AT A E £
homm A T1TxA00 11 4xEOOAO08 3EAEAMIEIIT xAEGAG AMEEAG QA C
website developer, strategic content copywriter, and digital marketer atVordsmith for Wealth.
https://oceanofhope.net ; Twitter: @protectoceans; https://wordsmithforwealth.com

e Terry Connelly

Twice a week Terry posts her own writing ranging from essays, personal stories, poetry and short fiction.
On her second blog she posts prompts twice a week, to help get you starteshnnellyswritingposts.com and
connellyswritingprompts.com

e Evelyn LaTorre, EdAD

Evelyn loves to travel and write about heexperiences Besides travel adventures, the blogs on her website share
the first chapter of her prizewinning book, Between Inca Wallher adventures in other countries, and her cousin's
drowning on the Costa Concordia cruise shipder second memoirLove in Any Languagshows how a shotgun
wedding turns into a bulletproof marriage. It won a Book Excellence award.ou can also find recent recordings

of her interviews. Website:https://www.evelynlatorre.com

e Dave M. Strom

#EAAE 1 00 $A0A80 AOAAOEOA Al Anttpd/dakdmstrordio@ifrésScodVl T CO A
http://davemstrom.weebly.com/ http://www.youtube.com/user/davstrom

e Anita Tosh

!'TEOA xOEOAO 9! #EOEOOEAT EZEEAOEITT 1T AOAT xEOE A £ A
TheBookofJeremy8 ) 086 O 1 1 x A Cebsiid&BIAg: bhoksmjaita.cOA |l A8 7

Faceébhook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/111394698919
YouTubeChannel:https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCnh2Eh1NyNnca6VOpAZNUSRA

oJust write every day of you
Then see what happens. Most of my friends who are put
on that diet have very ple

N Ray Brad bury
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Whe Stone Beep

by Rose Owen

Inspired by aVisual Prompt
Ink Spots Vol. 5, No. 1 January 202&2

The young womanand the man stood me

tionless before the stone house. She hesitated.

drew in breath and broke the silence with her

words.

021 OET A AAT A O1 1A EI

spilling over her shoulder, hair shining like

oF>Ne]] QTiAa O)O EO OEI
I TAA i

thought it a dream. Her face was like a mirror

OAEI AAGETT T £ 1T U 1Tx18

And then | knew her my great-great-grand-

mother. Or should | say | knew of her? | had

seen her picture. She was dressed in the same dlkhioned clothes of her time.

0) EAAOA EAO ODAAE AGCAETS 21 OETA OAEAR O4EA

OEEAOCAA AOT T 1Al ATAEIT U OAAT AOO O OAAEAT O

EAADP8G6 3EA Oi EI AA T1TAA 11 OA8aspny®@mptiiess ivhere 6hé Had

been but a moment before.

0) xEOEAA Oi AAI1 EAO AAAE AOO ET Ax )

Of OEEO OOITA EI OOA OEAO OEA AAI 1T AA A

(A CAUAA AO EAOh OPAAAEI AOGO8 (A OITE A

pelled to come here. | pace the path and wait, hoping that here | might finally meet my des

night, | saw yow hair like spun gold, a radiant smile on your face AT | ET ¢ OI
ped closer, cupped her face in his hands.

O#00A6 UAI T AA OEA DPOACU 1 AT E1T OEA AEOAAOQI O
' AUET ¢ ET O AAAE 1 OEAOS6O AUAO x A @wdidd@ssAhelsOC
O#1 I A xEOE I Ahd EA | 60i OOAA ET EAO AAOS
The pudgy director leapd £0T I EEO AEAE08 O7AEOA ) 060 110
He tripped on a stone. Fell on his face. When he scrambled to his feet, they were gone.

L Ty O 4
e
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THE JOURNEY

Gratitude

on newly-oiled hinges
swings open

to the work-field

of transformation

Or perhaps

it's through and

beyond that field

one rejoices

breathes a ponderous sigh of relief
and opens gratitude's gate

which in time

beckons

to yet another field of transformation
spiraling deeply upward.

- Jacqglyn M. Freitas

oYour

Is already artful

waiting,
just waiting,

for you
to make it

art. o

A Toni Morrison

BEYOND

forever | have waited
to be ripped asunder
and strewn amongst the stars

to slip beyond the conscious

and soar through realms unknown
carrying with me

the dreams and aspirations

of a lifetime

mere piffle in comparison

oh! what joy and wonder
a riot of sensation
beyond the telling
beyond words

beyond contemplation

you who have never known this

felt this

imagined this

must struggle to unleash that Self within you
that knows no limits

that can withstand the utter terror of sheer joy

beyond comprehension
beyond explanation
there is nothing

no nothing

that can compare

nancy guarnera

Visual Prompt
Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch

Annads Hummi .

Callfornia Fuchsia
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[Holllyy cnd the SEmri

by Dave M Strom
Artwork by Amber Padilla

I, Cal"the Intellectual” Critbert, black-capedand-cowled-and-
body-armored, looked down at the mightiest super on Earth.
Andin my eyes,the most brave and bold and beautiful. And
right now, maybethe most stubborn. And I told her, "Maybe

| want to rescueyou, maybel want you to rescueyourself."

SuperHolly Hansson,in her blue supersuit and red cape

and blue boots on long strong superheroine legs(best in the
business),tied to the conveyor belt slowly conveyingher to a
large circular saw,frowned up at me.Or rather, frowned even
more, her eyebrows mashingtogether like two male buffaloes
butting headsover the most beautiful femalebuffalo in the
herd. Shetossedher head,her long blonde hair almost
snappinglike awhip. "Hey!I'm in dangerhere!"

Thevillain slowly keeping pacewith her with ominous evil steps,dressedin black pants,
black shirt, black overcoat,black stovepipe hat, and black long waxed mustache laughedhis
DishonestJohnvs Snidely Whiplash evil laughagain."NYAH,HAH,HAAA!Youare too late, Bat
Boy! I lured SuperHolly here to finally remove her pretty heroism from Earth! Permanently!"

"With abuzzsaw?"l asked.Yes,we were in asaw mill. Holly wastied to the conveyor belt with
greenglowing chains.l smelled a slight whiff of lutefisk. The chainsmust be painted with green
lutefisk, the substancethat weakensher, and could evenkill her in larger amounts.

Bzzz7z7777777'8aid the buzzsawasHolly ever soslowly inched toward it, headfirst. She
lifted her headto look at the villain. "Yeah where did a guy like you ever get enoughgreen
lutefisk to weakenme enoughto tie up? That stuff is rare, illegal, and really expensiveon
the black market!"

Thevillain grabbedoneside of his long black overcoatand dramatically pulled it over the
lower half of his face."Don't you know me?Theresidualsfrom my moviesand TV shows have
me rolling in dough,swimming in cash,dining on dollars! | amrich, rich, RICH!'INYAH,HAH,
RVAVAVANSS

| felt my eyeswiden. "Of course! My movie critic memory recalls you!" | blinked. Holly's comic-
book-dramatic battle banter was rubbing off on me."You're DanDiablo! Dastardly Dan! The
most over-the-top villain in moviesand TV! And the most dramatic and funny, | might add.”

He deeply bowed."Thank you!"

(continuedon next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Holly yelled, "HEY!Superdamselin distress here!" Shewas 8 feet from the saw, 7 feet 11 inches,
7feetl0ET AEAOS

Okay,that was enough!"Holly! Thisis totally againsttype for you. Sincewhen haveyou ever been
the meeklittle girlfriend screamingfor her big strong hero to rescueher?"

Dantwirled his mustache."Yes.YES!Seehow | havereducedthe brave and mighty SuperHolly
Hanssonto a helplessmovie girlfriend stereotype! Sheis in my clutches,in my power, and soon
to A A BUSHINGUPDAISIESNYAHHAHHAAA!N!"

S5feet4 E1 A EHolfy$uffed steamout her proud beakynose."Over-actor."

| told her, "Dan excelsat that. My scanrevealsthat the greenlutefisk on the chainsis really plain
lutefisk, dyed green.Disgusting,but harmlessto you." | told Dan,"Thejig is up."

Dan'seyesbuggedout, his mustachewhipped straight out with a TWANG!His lips skinned back
from his long white teeth. "WHAT?!?!"He WHOOSHEver to Holly, black capelike overcoat
fluttering. Heleanedover Holly so his long nosewas almost sword fighting with hers,andyelled,
"l told you | could not fool a super-smart movie critic!" He grinned. "But it was fun trying! Now tell
him why you hired me."

2feet10E 1 A EHolfy$outed. "BecauseBatmanis supposedto saveSuperman.But | savedCalfive
times this week. FIVE!" Sheturned her brave and bold and beautiful faceto me."Sosaveme, bat
boy."

My jaw dropped. "You,brave and bold and fearlessSuperHolly Hansson set this up to be damsel
in-distress saved?Sweptoff your feet?Havea man in black be your handsomehunky hero?"

11E1 A EQATO® 8Holly batted her big blue eyes."Pretty please?"

It was not easycutting the chainswith my Intellecta-mini-laser-knife, for | had never laughedso
hardin myl E /EA 8

Until Holly bouncedup and glommed her lips on mine: SMERRRRRPMy hero!"

Like Dracula,Danraised his black overcoatto cover his lower face."Curses!Foiled again!"

oOWriting is a way of

perhaps for me it is a way
ofremembering I am not
A Lucille Clifton
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