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This presentation is FREE to everyone. To get your link for this event, email a request with "FAW Zoom" in 
your Subject line to scottfrombayside@yahoo.comȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ Á ÌÉÎË on or before the day of the meeting. 

You can learn more about Fremont Area Writers (FAW)  at cwc-fremontareawriters.org .  
FAW is one of 21 branches of the California Writers Club (CWC) calwriters.org .  

All CWC branches welcome new members. 
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Welcome to the New Year. I hope you had a good holiday and got   
ÁÎÄ ÇÁÖÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓȢ 7ÅȭÒÅ ÂÕÓÙ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ &!7 
activities, helped by the results of the survey sent out last month. 

Thanks to those who returned it. We got seventeen responses, over  
1/3 of our membersɂthatȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ËÉÎÄȢ )ȭÌÌ 
show some of the results at the January meeting, but here are a few 
highlights. 

7Å ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÏ× ×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÄ 
unanimous response that we were communicating the right amount.     
I was shocked. Usually someone is unhappy. We try to make sure 
everyone gets information about meetings and important events,            
of course Ink Spots. We try not to flood you with contest information 

 

Scott Davidson 
FAW President  
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and of course Ink Spots. We try not to flood you with contest 
information and the like. No one has asked to be notified of  
new postings on the Contest page, so we guess that those who 
are interested can find out about them online or in Ink Spots.  

We also asked about other activities FAW might sponsor. The 
two highest scoring responses were an open-mic session and 
critique groups. We had an open-mic activity at the Starbucks 
in Newark before Covid. The few I went to were great. If some-
one who wants to see this return, and will volunteer to run it, 
let me know. I have the microphones, amps and speakers in   
my garage. You are welcome to them. All you need to do is to 
find a free venue to host us. Any takers? 

$ÉÔÔÏ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÅ× ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÅÁÓÉÅÒȢ ) ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ  
to start participants on Zoom and then leave. Do you want to  
be the organizer? Send me the draft of an email looking for cri-
ÔÉÑÕÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÌÌ ÓÅÎÄ ÉÔ ÏÕÔȟ ÐÕÔ ÉÔ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ 
and post it on Meetup which might draw in nonmembers. That 
would be great. 

We also received great feedback on topics for future speakers, 
ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÏ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÔÅÒȢ )ȭÖÅ ÇÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÌÏÎÇ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙȢ 

3Ïȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÏ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ςπςφȢ 3ÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ Write -in, the 
January General Meeting, and the January Salon.  

Keep writing and thinking, 

 Visual Prompt 
Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch 



  

 

/Æ ÌÁÔÅȟ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙ (def. - a list or collec-
tion of words, or of words and phrases, usually alphabetically arranged and 
explained or defined:  Merriam-Webster).  

Boomers are familiar with vocabulary words. We had vocabulary assign-
ments in almost every grade. I remember having a quiz every week on those 
words. We had to know how to spell them, define them, and use them in a 
sentence. As we got older, the words got harder. The more we read, the bet-
ter our vocabulary got. Perhaps those of us who excelled at vocabulary and 
reading were future writers in the making; especially if we got encourage-
ment along the way.  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ something I found on the internet recently. (Personal note: ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
trust the internet anymore. Too much AI making things up or dipping into 

 into information pools that are just incorrect. Even sources that I used, and 
thought ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ȰÃÌÅÁÎȟȱ ÌÉËÅ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÓÉÔÅÓȟ ÁÒÅ ÎÏw 
suspect.) So, ÔÈÉÓ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅȣproceed at your own 
risk. Or do some research of your own. 

There is some disagreement about the quantity of vocabulary words 
Shakespeare was working with, and given the disagreement about who he 
was, commoner or aristocrat, that incongruity may explain the variation. 
Some sources say his works contain over 17,000 different words, but that 
his active vocabulary contained 21,000 to 30,000+ words. According to 
ÏÎÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ-day adult has an average vocabulary 
ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ρπȟπππ ×ÏÒÄÓ ɉÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÄÉÄ ÓÅÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓȣÁÎ 
AI hallucination perhaps?). Are we still teaching vocabulary in school?  

It is estimated that 1,700 of the 17,000 words and phrases he used were 
introduced to the English language by the Bard. Many have transcended 
ÔÉÍÅȡ ȬÄÅÁÄ ÁÓ Á ÄÏÏÒÎÁÉÌȟȭ ȬÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅȭÓ ÁÆÏÏÔȟȭ ȬÍÉÎÄȭÓ ÅÙÅȟȭ ȬÆÁÎÃÙ-ÆÒÅÅȟȭ ȬÔÅÌÌ-
ÔÁÌÅȟȭ ȬÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒȟȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÇÌÏÏÍÙȢȭ Compound words, suffixes and prefixes. 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ 3ÈÁËÅÓÐÅÁÒÅȟ ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅȢ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÅ ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÌÉÖÅ 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ȬÆÁÎÃÙ-ÆÒÅÅȦȭ 

3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÓȣ *ÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ 4ÉÍÅ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ 
Pantone Color Matching Systemɂused to maintain international 
consistency of color for printed materialsɂhas a Color of the Year for 
ςπςφȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÁÍÅȣ#ÌÏÕÄ $ÁÎÃÅÒ ɉρρ-τςπρɊȢ "ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ Á version of white. 
Apparently, it ȬÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÚÅÓ Á ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ Á ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÒÅÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÑÕÉÅÔ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȭ For sure, we could all use a bit of calm and quiet 
ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ×Ȣ "ÕÔ ×ÈÉÔÅȣÒÅÁÌÌÙȩ 

I consult Merriam-Webster when I need a word or a definition. I recently 
discovered that M-W has a word for the day (great for improving your 
vocabulary) and a Word for the Year, as well. M-7ȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ςπςυ ÉÓ 
Ȭ3,/0Ȣȭ !ÆÔÅÒ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓȟ ) ÓÐÏËÅ ×ÉÔÈ a friend of mine who was 
ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÕÒÁÌ /ËÌÁÈÏÍÁȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÆÅÄ ȬÓÌÏÐȭ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÇÓȢ 0ÏÔÁÔÏ ÐÅÅÌÓȟ ÁÐÐÌÅ 
cores, and such, all went into the slop bucket. Most of us know that usage. 
"ÕÔȟ ×ÁÉÔȣ ȬÓÌÏÐȭ ÈÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ςρÓÔ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȢ 
Ȭ3ÌÏÐȭÓȭÎÅ× ÍÅaning: "digital content of low quality that is produced 
usually in quantity by means of artificial intelligence. This term reflects the 
overwhelming presence of low-quality AI-generated content in our digital 
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information pools that are just incorrect. Even sources that I once ÕÓÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ȰÃÌÅÁÎȟȱ ÌÉËÅ 
federal government sites, are now suspect.) 3Ïȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅȣÐÒÏÃÅÅÄ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÒÉÓËȢ 
Or do some research of your own. 

There is some disagreement about the quantity of vocabulary words Shakespeare was working with, and given 
the disagreement about who he was, commoner or aristocrat, that incongruity may explain the variation. Some 
sources say his works contain over 17,000 different words, but that his active vocabulary contained 21,000 to 
σπȟπππϹ ×ÏÒÄÓȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ-day adult has an average vocabulary estimated at 
ρπȟπππ ×ÏÒÄÓ ɉÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÄÉÄ ÓÅÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓȣÁÎ !) ÈÁÌÌÕÃÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓȩ). Are we still teaching 
vocabulary in school?  

It is estimated that 1,700 of the 17,000 words and phrases he used were introduced to the English language by 
ÔÈÅ "ÁÒÄȢ -ÁÎÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÉÍÅȡ ȬÄÅÁÄ ÁÓ Á ÄÏÏÒÎÁÉÌȟȭ ȬÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅȭÓ ÁÆÏÏÔȟȭ ȬÍÉÎÄȭÓ ÅÙÅȟȭ ȬÆÁÎÃÙ-ÆÒÅÅȟȭ ȬÔÅÌÌ-
ÔÁÌÅȟȭ ȬÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒȟȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÇÌÏÏÍÙȢȭ Compound words, suffixes and prefixes. Thank you, Shakespeare, whoever you 
×ÅÒÅȢ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÅ ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÌÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ȬÆÁÎÃÙ-ÆÒÅÅȦȭ 

3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÓȣ *ÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ 4ÉÍÅ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÎÔÏÎÅ #ÏÌÏÒ -ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ ɂ
used to maintain international consistency of color for printed materialsɂhas a Color of the Year for 2026. The 
ÎÁÍÅȣ#ÌÏÕÄ $ÁÎÃÅÒ ɉρρ-τςπρɊȢ "ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ a version of white. Apparently, it ȬÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÚÅÓ Á ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 
Á ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÒÅÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÑÕÉÅÔ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȭ  For sure, we could all use a bit of calm and quiet reflection 
ÒÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ×Ȣ "ÕÔ ×ÈÉÔÅȣÒÅÁÌÌÙȩ 

I consult Merriam-Webster when I need a word or a definition. I recently discovered that M-W has a word for 
the day (great for improving your vocabulary) and a Word for the Year, as well. M-7ȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ςπςυ ÉÓ Ȭ3,/0Ȣȭ 
After discovering this, I spoke with Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÕÒÁÌ /ËÌÁÈÏÍÁȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÆÅÄ ȬÓÌÏÐȭ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÏÇÓȢ 0ÏÔÁÔÏ ÐÅÅÌÓȟ ÁÐÐÌÅ ÃÏÒÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÃÈȟ ÁÌÌ ×ÅÎÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÏÐ ÂÕÃËÅÔȢ -ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÕÓÁÇÅȢ "ÕÔȟ ×ÁÉÔȣ 
ȬÓÌÏÐȭ ÈÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ now. Welcome to the 21st century! 3ÌÏÐȭÓ new meaning: "digital content of low quality 
that is produced usually in quantity by means of artificial intelligence. This term reflects the overwhelming pre-
sence of low-quality AI-ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ  

4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÈÁÓ ÇÏÎÅ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÔÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÔÒÕÓÔȢȢȢÔÏ Á ȰÓÌÏÐÐÙ ÍÅÓÓȢȱ 
Users, beware! 

  
Deadline is January 10th for the February issue. If you need more time please email ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÁÎ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎȦ 

inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org   

For complete submission guidelines check the Newsletter menu on the FAW website and click on Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ hereȱ. 

 



   

 

 

  

Tuesday   January 20 th    4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to FAW members to observe their Board in action. 
Comments and questions from members will be addressed              

at the end of the meeting, with prior notice.  

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  

 

 

  

Saturday   January 24th    2:00 ɀ 4:00 PM 

Meeting is open to CWC/FAW members and the public,                    
and writers  of all skill levels are welcome  

Speaker:  Myles Garcia   Writer, Olympics historian, Dramatist  (p.2)  

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
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Monday    January 26th    7:00 ɀ 9:00 PM 

Open to FAW members and the public. 
Share, listen and support writers as they read their work.  
For a Zoom invitation link contact Tony Pino (see below).  

For details on Zooming, contact Tony Pino  

up.dragonfly.com@gmail.com   or   510-745-0761  

 

  

Saturday   January 10 th    2:00 ɀ 3:30 PM 

Get to know others through personal writing with prompts.  
Members receive a Zoom invite. Non-members should               

contact  Scott Davidson (see below) for an invite. 

For details on Zooming, contact Scott Davidson at 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
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If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some other creative aspect of your life, and would like to share     
it with FAW members in this space, please send it to 
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KUDOS to Tish Davidson whose book, Hormones, Your Questions Answered, originally published in  
hardback by Bloomsbury in 2022, has been re-issued in paperback. Bloomsbury has also signed Tish    
to a contract to produce an updated edition of The Vaccine Debate. The first edition, published in 2021, 
was the best-selling academic book in the microbiology category.   Congratulations, Tish! 

KUDOS to Scott Davidson who is again judging the Next Generation Indie Book Awards, for the 
categories of Humor and Science Fiction Set on Earth. The first shipment consists of 20 humor books 
and 39 science fiction books.   Congratulations, Scott!  

                  Here are the names of our new FAW 

    members who have joined our branch during  

recent months . Please welcome them when you have the  

opportunity. Let  them know we are pleased that they  have chosen  

 to join us. We are òwriters helping writers.ó 

Maren Alexandrov   ɀ  Short Stories  

Leticia Bradford   ɀ  Poetry, Short Stories, Plays, Blogs, Book Reviews 

Marcia Ehringer   ɀ  Fiction, Poetry, Medical Genetics Articles 

Lee Bryan  ɀ  &ÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ ,ÙÒÉÃÁÌ &ÁÂÕÌÉÓÍȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ &ÁÉÒÙ 4ÁÌÅÓȟ &ÁÂÌÅÓȟ 3ÃÒÅÅÎÐÌÁÙÓ 

Kenneth Reed  ɀ  Historical FicÔÉÏÎȟ "ÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÉÅÓ  
(under pen name Ken Yoder Reed) 

Catalina Sanders  ɀ  Self-Help 

Venkatesh Walajabad   ɀ  Fiction  

 

òThe road to hell is paved with adverbs.ó 

ñ Stephen King  



 

The following non-elected Board positions need to be filled: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Coordinator  
finds & assigns helpers  

to assist FAW committee heads 

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of service  
to FAW in some other capacity. Check the last two pages in this issue for contact info. 

 

Hospitality Chair 
welcomes, introduces, contacts, & 

encourages newcomers to join FAW 
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Youõre Invited toé 

Fremont Area Writers Social Luncheon 
Wednesday  January 14th  at  11:30 am 
Andersenõs Bakery in Union City 

Details will be e-mailed to members.  

Feel free to bring a guest. 
 

CWC & NorCal Representatives Wanted 

We are looking for a California Writers Club Representative and  
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre  

has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to          
step down  as soon as ×ÅȭÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ For more information                

about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com .  

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com. 
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7ÈÉÌÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȣÉÆ Á ÔÏÐÉÃ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ 

 ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÃÈÅÃËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÉÆ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  

There may be gold waiting for you there!  

All General Meetings are on the  4TH SATURDAY of the month  
(no meetings in July & December). 

To receive a link to zoom meetings, ÓÅÎÄ Á ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ://- ,).+ȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅ                     
to the email below, and you will receive a link the week before the meeting. 

scottfrombayside@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

202 6 FAW GENERAL MEETINGS  

TOPICS & SPEAKERS  

 

 

JANUARY 24TH  2-4PM ZOOM 

Ȱ,ÅÓÓÏÎÓ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÅÌÆ-Publishing:  
-Ù &ÉÒÓÔ "ÏÏË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ /ÌÙÍÐÉÃÓȱ 

Myles Garcia, Writer, Olympics historian, Dramatist, FAW Member 
 

CWC ɀ South Bay Writers present ɂ 

Award-winning author and editor 

Saturday, January 24, 10 am ɀ 3 pm   Ɇ   Empire Firehouse, Kelley Park, San Jose  
(1650 Senter Rd) Phelan Street parking lot ɀ carpooling encouraged 

Jordan Rosenfeld will e xplore rhythm, energy, attitude, and more to create a unique  
fingerprint for your characters.  Learn tools and techniques to craft compelling stories.  

Lunch & Book: The Sound of Story (list: $22)  included in the workshop fee 
RSVP: amandasenior86@gmail.com  for lunch choices 

For more info on tickets & to register go to: 
 https://southbaywriters.com/wp -content/uploads/2025/11/Workshop -flyer.pdf    

 

mailto:scottfrombayside@yahoo.com


   

  

For general submissions to the magazine:  
www.narrat ivemagazine.com/submit- your- work 

Fiction & Non-fiction / 1st Prize: $2,500 / Deadline:  March 31st 

https://www.narrativemagazine.com/winter-2026-story-contest 

Story of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s to ry- week- gu ide l i nes 

Six-Word Stories   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/s i xwords 

Poem of the Week   
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/poem- week- gu ide l i nes 

Photography    
www.nar ra t ivemagaz ine.com/pho tog raphy 

 

TCK Publishing Mission Statement  
ά¢ƻ build a sustainable book publishing company that helps  

as many authors as possible ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΦέ 

Our mission is to help all  our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.  

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions  
of both fiction ɂ all genres and markets ɂ and non-fiction.  

FREE classes and webinars 
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Portrait of Nero Wolfe by Kevin I. Gordon 

Does your sleuth measure up to this master? 

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional  
ÄÅÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÅØÅÍÐÌÉÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÅØ 3ÔÏÕÔȭÓ .ÅÒÏ 7ÏÌÆÅȢ Your entry must: 

¶ Contain no overt sex or violence 
¶ Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth 
¶ Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series 

&ÉÒÓÔ 0ÒÉÚÅȡ ΑρȟπππȢ Ȣ ȢÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÌÆÒÅÄ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃËȭÓ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ* 
 

Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, and must be submitted          
ÂÙ -ÁÙ σρȟ ςπςφȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÁÔ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÌÆÅ 0ÁÃËȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 

Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.  

Please visit www.nerowolfe.org  for official rules, procedures and guidelines. 

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at 
Jane@janecleland.com. 

 
*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack  

reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year. 
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TOTAL PRIZES:  $12,000  1st prize each Story and Essay $3,500 

SUBMISSION PERIOD:  October 15, 2025 ɀ May 1, 2026  

GENRE:  All styles & themes ɀ fiction and nonfiction   

SUBMISSION FEE: $ 25 per submission   Ɇ  unlimited number of entries   Ɇ  Length:  6K words  max 

SUBMIT TO: winningwriters.com/our -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest  

Photograph by MP Smith 

DEADLINE:  April  1st   (now accepting submissions)  

GENRE:  Humorous Poetry  (published or unpublished)  

NO FEE! 

PRIZES:  $3,750 in prizes  

INFO & SUBMIT TO:  winningwriters.com/our -contests/wergle -flomp -humor -poetry -contest -free  

ð

ð

ð



   

  

by Jodi Picoult  © 2025  

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÉÒÌ ×ÈÏ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÉÎÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔ ÂÅȢȱ  

A two-in-one story, two women over four centuries apart. Both are playwrights with the same challengeɂhow 
to get published in a white-male-dominated publishing industry. Their stories are interwoven as each woman 
conjures ways to achieve her goal.  

After losing a spot in the Samuel French Off-Off Broadway Short Play Festival she was expected to win, one pro-
tagonist, Melinda, of this century, challenges the judge, a renowned theater critic, and blows any chance of ac-
ceptance in the  industry. Her best friend finds another way.  

Emilia, of the 16th century, privately write s poems and plays. She can never see her plays performedȣÆÏÒ she      
is a woman.  She pays an actor named Willliam Shakespeare to front her work.  

That Shakespeare may not have written his plays (anti -Stratfordians) was introduced to Picoult in college,          
in passing. In her own research, she found records of various sorts about the acclaimed playwright. She didnȭt    
find any records (none) ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȢ "ÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ 0ÉÃÏÕÌÔȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ ÓÈÅ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÓ us to Emilia Bessano, 
a real woman of the day, with attributes needed to write many of his plays. Emilia Bessano also published the 
first book of poetry by a woman. Other scholars submit otheÒ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÈÁËÅÓÐÅÁÒÅȭÓ ÐÌÁÙÓȢ 
0ÉÃÏÕÌÔ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÓ ÆÁÃÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ !ÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ .ÏÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÈÏ× ÓÈÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÓȢ  

This is the best book I read in 2025. Picoult masterfully brings Bassano to life while showing current-day strug-
gles of underrepresented voices (not just women). A romance for the ages that some may consider pure fiction. 
Keep the Kleenex box handy for the ending. 

Review by Joyce Cortez   

 

Hereôs your opportunity to share your favorite books and movies. They can be just for fun, ones that changed your life, books on writing craft, etc. If you decide to 

submit: 360 max. word count doc file. Please email to the Ink Spots email address and put FAWðBook/Movie ReviewðYour Name in the Subject field.  

(The opinions stated here are strictly those of the individual, and do not represent either CWC or FAW.) 
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by Chris McGeorge  © 2022  

Castle staff have been released for Christmas, leaving the royal family to their own devices for the day. Per the 
ËÉÎÇȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȟ ÁÌÌ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÇÁÄÇÅÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÆÉÓÃÁÔÅÄȢ 5ÐÇÒÁÄÅÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÔÌÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ Á ÃÏÄÅ ÔÏ 
get in or out, and only Tony Speck, the security man, knows the code.  

Jon, the chef, is the only staff remaining, and his job is to fix the Christmas feast. A blizzard rages outside, but 
Speck insists on surveying the grounds outside.  

*ÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÌÏÙÁÌ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇȢ (Å ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ×ÈÉÓËÅÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÏÁÓÔȢ +ÉÎÇ %ÒÉÃ 
lifts the glass to his lips and takes a deep drink. Within minutes, the king is dead. The whiskey is the most like-  
ÌÙ ÃÕÌÐÒÉÔȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÏ ÐÏÉÓÏÎÅÄ ÉÔȩ )Î ÔÈÅ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 3ÐÅÃËȟ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÌËÉÅ-talkie, Jon is elect-  
ed detective by the family to discern who the murderer is. The key suspects are all family members. 

! ÒÏÙÁÌ ÍÕÒÄÅÒ ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÕÅÓÓ ×ÈÏȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅȦ  

Review by Joyce Cortez  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award-winning author Jane Cleland offers FREE Zoom 
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every 
skill level. Jane takes you behind the curtain and shares 
her years of experience with writing craft and its many 
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish-
ƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΧhƘ ƳȅΗ 

Register in advance at janecleland.com/events. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ 
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on 
the day ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜΧregister early. 

Saturday, Jan 24 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

Gain powerful tools to elevate your storytelling craft  
from an awarding-winning journalist and novelist. 

Saturday, Feb 21 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT  

Breathe life into your descriptions; imbuing every 
scene with tangible precision and imagination! 

Jane Cleland is an award-winning author who writes 
both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the 
long-running Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series, 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ aƛƴƻǘŀǳǊ ŀƴŘ Alfred Hitch-
cock Mystery Magazine. Her non-fiction includes the 
Agatha-Award winning best-sellers, Mastering Sus-
pense, Structure & Plot and Mastering Plot Twists.   
She's a Contributing Editor at Writer's Digest Maga-  
zine and the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award 
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level, 
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and 
business of writing.  

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ WŀƴŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ½ƻƻƳ ƭƛƴƪ. 

 

 
https://authorspublish.com  
Check here for lists of publishing 

opportunities  (Please vet before submitting ):  

https://authorspublish.com/              
32-flash-fiction -markets /  

https://authorspublish.com/              
12-places-that -publish -writing -about -

writing -and-publishing /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
25-magazines-accepting -creative -

nonfiction /  

https://authorspublish.com/               
40-specialized -manuscript -

publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /  

. . . and many more . . . a newsletter 
and free webinars on craft....  

Check out the 

Poetry Foundation 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/  

poems/poem-of-the-day 

Register to receive  
a free poem each day  

& all sorts of other  
cool poetry stuff 
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Writers Weekly. Free newsletter. 24-hour 
short story contest once each quarter. Topic 
and word length revealed after signing up. 
Limited to 500 entrants. $5 entry fee. Also 
lists some paying markets for fiction and 
nonfiction. writersweekly.com 

Winning Writers. Free newsletter. Lists free 
contests (many age or location restricted) as 
well as pay-to-enter contests. Lots of poetry 
contests. winningwriters.com  

The Write Life. Website. Lists free contests 
(with a few exceptions.) Includes book, short 
fiction, essay, and poetry contests. Many con-
tests are very specific, e.g. book by first gene-
ration immigrant, book of military fiction. 
thewritelife.com/writing -contests 

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable con-
test database with filters for cost, genre and 
deadline. pw.org/grants  

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.        
A curated arts newsletter with select pub-
lishing opportunities including contests, 
publications seeking submissions, and artist 
residencies. Run by the submission platform 
Submittable.com . 

The Writer. Website and free newsletter.  
Listing of mostly pay-to-enter contests. 
writermag.com/contests  

Fan Story. Paid site. Seven-day free trial. 
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on 
writing you post and almost daily contests 
that can be entered at no additional fee.          
fanstory.com  

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York  
City has put together the Inside Writing  series 
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea-
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec-
ÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔ 
varies from season to season. Best of all, you    
get to listen and learn from other writers!  

Free Talks are archived at :  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
yuSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5FojJys2LsvYi 

Inside  Writing:  A recent Special Episode dis-
ÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÉÔÙ 
ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓȱ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 

Check out these free talks on writing ! 

 

scriptwriters check out   
roadmapwriters.com  
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Sisters in Crime   sistersincrime.org (also open to men)  

Mystery Writers of America   mysterywriters.org   

Golden State Romance Writers   
goldenstateromancewriters.org   
(open to all genre fiction writers)  

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association  
sfwa.org 

Inspire Christian Writers   inspirewriters.com 

3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏË 7ÒÉÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ )ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ  
scbwi.org 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÏË !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ  wnba-books.org  
(also open to men) 

Academy of American Poets   poets.org 

Poetry Society of America   poetrysociety.org 

National Association of Memoir Writers   namw.org 

American Society of Journalists and Authors   asja.org  
(nonfiction writers) 

CineStory  cinestory.org  (screenwriters)  

Scriptwriters Network   scriptwriters network.com 

Historical Novel Association   historicalnovelsociety.org 

Horror Writers Association   horror.org  

 

 

 

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/  
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_ 
campaign=learning_show_don_t_tell  

Reedsy has lots of free classes and 
webinars for writers, as well as       

many archived blog topics.  
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Contests with cash prizes you can  
enter this week! 

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contests. 
aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΧƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ 

short as a one-line poem, or a 50-word flash fiction 
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching, 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΦ 

Fee Site. Seven-day free trial. $12.95/month or 
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and 

almost daily contests that can be   
entered at no additional fee. 

 

 
#ÈÏÓÅÎ υτυ "ÅÓÔ 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÂÙ 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ 

Digest for the last 20 years in a row.  

One of the web's best experts on 
grants/fellowships/scholarships / 

awards/contests  for writers . 

  

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to 
FundsforWriters.com  and sign up.            

We'll keep your contact information private. 

Look forward to you joining us! 

 



  

 

 

  

Å Angelica G. Allen 

 Angelica is a Seventh-Day Adventist Christian author of Millennial Fiction and Poetry  books, genres targeted to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to millennials. These SDA Christian genres were created by the Fremont, Bay Area 
native, and are defined as having Seventh-Day Adventist symbolism, coded languages, lyrical writing, illustrations, 
and emotional storytelling in her U.S. Copyright. You can learn more about these books on her website: 
angelicagabriellaallen .com. Like her author Facebook page @AngelicaG.Allen and follow her on Instagram: 
@AngelicaGAllen where she posts a new poem in her Reels section every Wednesday! 

Å Cherilyn Chin 

#ÈÅÒÉÌÙÎ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÑÕÁÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÉÎÅ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ρς ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÈÅÒ Á×ÁÒÄ-win-
ning blog, Ȱ/ÃÅÁÎ ÏÆ (ÏÐÅȡ Marine Animals Voice Their Wishes on Ocean Conservation Issues, ȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ   
ψȟυππ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÎ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒȢ 3ÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÏÏËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÅÁÎȢ 3ÈÅȭÓ Á  
website developer, strategic content copywriter, and digital marketer at Wordsmith for Wealth.  
https://oceanofhope.net ; Twitter:  @protectoceans ; https://wordsmithforwealth.com  

Å Terry Connelly 

Twice a week Terry posts her own writing ranging from essays, personal stories, poetry and short fiction.               
On her second blog she posts prompts twice a week, to help get you started. tconnellyswritingposts.com  and 
connellyswritingprompts.com    

Å Evelyn LaTorre, EdD  

Evelyn loves to travel and write about her experiences. Besides travel adventures, the blogs on her website share 
the first chapter of her prize-winning book, Between Inca Walls, her adventures in other countries, and her cousin's 
drowning on the Costa Concordia cruise ship. Her second memoir, Love in Any Language, shows how a shotgun 
wedding turns into a bulletproof marriage. It won a Book Excellence award. You can also find recent recordings    
of her interviews. Website: https://www.evelynlatorre.com . 

Å Dave M. Strom 

#ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ $ÁÖÅȭÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÃÈ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÂÌÏÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ÁÔȡ  http://davemstrom.wordpress.com/   
http://davemstrom.weebly.com/    http://www.youtube.com/user/davstrom   

Å Anita Tosh 

!ÎÉÔÁ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ 9! #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆÔÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÓȢȱ 3ÈÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÂÏÏËȟ  
The Book of JeremyȢ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏ× ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÁÌÅȢ 7ebsite & Blog: booksbyanita.com    
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/111394698919     
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn2Eh1NyNnca6V0pAZNUSRA   
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òThe one common thread in all of the books that are falling 

apart on my shelf? Characters ñflawed ones with desires   

and needs who spend most of the story tripping over their 

weaknesses in an effort to get what they want.ó 

ñ Becca Puglisi  
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Beach Town in Winter  
I stayed, but they left; 
left with their phone holsters and big black cars, 
left with kids in the back seats, buckled up with stacks of bright   
terrycloth towels, deflated beach balls  
and baskets of Brie, prosciutto, baguettes, and cabernet; 
ƭŜŦǘΣ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ŝŀǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƳŜǘŀƭƭƛŎ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊΩǎ ŎǊŀǿƭΣ 
winding back to their bridges and hedges, curbs and football schedules, 
left their tired white summer cottages 
wind-worn, salt-scratched, boarded-up and bare  
overlooking the weathered solitude of darkening beaches.   
 
They left them alone to the wind, to the drifters  
and pelicans, to the migrant workers cleaning up 
strawberry patches and staking out the cabbages, 
to the chowder houses, the boarded-up ice cream parlors,  
the lonely book houses, the just-graduated garage boys  
and to me, and IΧΧΧΧ. remain.  
 
The town is calm and loose again, pressing her face to the great ocean,  
drinking its sad white milk,  
bracing her angry stone shoulders,  
and shaking her dark cypress hair.  
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ  
take the unpainted fences and the lonely gulls, 
take the panting, angry ocean, the swelling green coves, 
the salt-flinging waves and the endless shrieking harangue 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳǎ ά9ǇƛŎΣ ŜǇƛŎΣ ŜǇƛŎέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǘƻƴŜ-deaf continent.  
LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ 
 

Tony Pino 
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