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President’s
Message

| was wrong last month about that being my final message of the

year. A certain editor around here is an oveachiever. FAW takes

December off, except for the holiday party Saturday, December,13

AO ¢ DPi8 &!'7 1T AT AROO xEII AEOR
have activities including our noeO OAAEOET T Al DB OA OE
have a white elephant gift exchange. Watch your email for details

beyond what is in this issue ofnk Spots

. December is the time we are out looking for presents for those in
Scott Davidson our lives. | wondered what CWC icon Jack London would want. So,
FAW President | asked ChatGPT. It first gave me outdoor gifts, so | specified wri
ting gifts.

Number 1 was:

I -TAAOT 7O0OEOAOG0O 300AET #AA
A minimalist, prefabricated writing studio ? solar-power- (g VR)

ed, nestled among redwoods soundproofed and lined with

shelves of his favorite authors: Kipling, Nietzsche, Whitman,

and Darwin. A place where the only company is silence and Table of Contents
the smell of pine.

Visual Prompts  1,2,7, 11, 20,23
Number 5 was:

A Custom Anthology: The Fire Within 2 The Writings That
Shaped Jack London

A beautifully bound collection of the books that lit his imagi FAW Meetings
nation: Leaves of Gras¥hus Spoke ZarathustraCapital, Moby
Dick, andThe OdysseyEach paired with essays and annota
tions connecting their influence to his own work. FAW & CWC Info 6-8

00AOCEAAT 660 - A0
A Word from Our Editor 3

KUDOS- AT AAOOGG6 . As

| think ChatGPTmust begetting kickbacks from Amazonl ask- Contests 9-11
ed about presents for other writers. Then | asked for ones
someone could afford. The best was time to write. We writers
AOA 1 OAEU8 %@AADPO &I O A Al i b @OMedbersod ookl MEdA OA 15Af U4 AU
AT A Ol 60 AT OO OO A 1108 WSAADA QELASAFA GEE e
best of all It might be alone time to give to someone to pursue

a hobby. Or it could be time with someone. Or it could be a gift FAW Board Members 24

to yourself. FAW Committee Chairs

Hope everyone has a great holiday
season? see you in the New Year.

Notes from the World 12-14

Quotes on Writing

CSR. 0

Keep writing and thinking,
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S \ W) 3 Visual Prompt
c 0 tt Artwork by Jo Ann Frisch
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A Word from Our Editor

Welcome to our December 2025 issue. We hope you enjoy it!

I've been thinking about writing strategies to make your story both a
page-turner and unforgettable. Conflict! Recently, | encouraged one of
our writers to increase the tension in his story.

As writers, one of the many criticisms we’re likely to hear from our
critique group, beta-readers, an agent, or an editor is “Ratchet up the
tension. There’s not enough conflict.” It doesn’t matter the genre you're
writing; it's a common suggestion whether you're writing a thriller, a
cozy mystery, science fiction, or a romance. It applies to all of them.

I've noticed over the years that art (books, television, films, etc.) tends
to reflect the emotional tenor underlying our cultural ethos. The more
divided, or fractured we are as a culture, the more tension we feel, the
more we see our angst, anger, fear, and despair in our artistic
expression. Art imitates life. It can get downright depressing.

Nancy Guarnera
Editor Ink Spots

But I'm not convinced that it must be this way. Surely, human beings are clever and creative enough to
produce art that uplifts, that helps us see things through a lens of light rather than through a glass dark-
ly. To see things differently, and then perhaps do things differently. If we look back through history, we
will see times of both light and dark.

[ know this may sound Pollyannaish, and in total opposition to what we as writers are encouraged to do,
but what if we could create situations that ratcheted up connection and joy rather than “conflict.” Where

instead of coming to blows, a “bully” is defeated in a way that helps everyone involved, including the
bully, become a better version of themselves...kinder, more thoughtful, more empathetic, more compas-
sionate. And those better versions grew in number to the point where no one chose to long for the days
of darkness. Rather, we chose harmony instead of discord.

[t seems to me, that children’s books are a great place to start with the intention of presenting a creative
experience that teaches love, acceptance, inclusion, and celebration. Many of them do, but eventually, we
rob our children of their innocence, their joy, and their wonder. Skeptics will say, “But, that’s the way the
world is. Children need to learn this...if they're going to survive.” One could posit that the world “is that
way” because we have made it that way. Perhaps through our writing we can change the way the world
is, by telling ourselves a different story about the world and ourselves. Certainly, there are books that
have changed the way people think and act. If we change the stories we tell our children, and through
telling them, change ourselves, we might just change the world for the better.

Can you imagine authoring a book that celebrates consensus, compassion, empathy, joy, and love? A book
that becomes so popular, that everyone who reads it stops living in fear and hopelessness, and aspires to
be a better angel. Now that’s the book I'd like to write! And read...

May you have a happy, healthy holiday season filled with love, peace and joy. ng

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

DEADLINE: the 10t of the month prior to publication (  December 10t for Januaryd O Ez¢h@ & Aegotiable )
Please submit all submissions as attachments E Use a separate email for each type of submission
Send all submissions to: inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org
Make sure your name is on each piece you are submitting , not just in your email
WORD doqx) 12 pt Cambria for prose & 12 pt Calibrifor poetry JPEGs for artwork and photos (300 dpi)
Ifyoud A th&félAet of guidelines, email inkspots@cwc -fremontareawriters.org and request it. Thanks!
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FAW = Decermniber Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Fourth Saturday”

Ceneral Mtg on Zoom

NO MEETING
IN
DECEMBER

Fremont Area Writers
“Tuesday before 4" Saturday”

Board Meeting on Zoom

NO MEETING
IN

DECEMBER




FAW — Decermiber Meetings

Fremont Area Writers
“Second Saturday”

Social Write-In on Zoom

NO MEETING
N

DECEMBER

Fremont Area Writers
“Fourth Menday”

Writers’ Salon on Zoom

NO MEETING
IN

DECEMBER




KUDOS = Memibers’ News

If you have an accomplishment related to your writing, or some otbegative aspect of your lifeand would like to share
it with FAW members in this space, please send infepots@cwc-fremontareawriters.org, or submit it through the
Shout OQut for Ink Spots link at cwe-fremontareawriters.org. Just scroll down the home page until you reach the red
Shout Out link and click on it. Please do your best to keep it to 100 words or less. Put FAW — Shout Out — Your Name
in the Subject field of your email to us. If you don’t, your email may get lost in the mail. Thanks!

KUDOS to Evelyn LaTorrea former Peace Corpsolunteer, who can be heard recounting
some of her experiences in Peru on the NovembeB2odcast of Softpower/fulstories
(https:/lwww.softpowerfulstories.org/spfs -bonus-thanksgiving-with -aunt-deb/). Her
voice appears on the last five minutes of this thoughprovoking broadcast. SP/FS ian
international podcast, professionally produced with music and narration, that discusses
the value of foreign aid.Congratulations, Evelyn!

FAW & CWC Innformation

2026 FAW GENERAL MEETINGS
TOPICS & SPEAKERS

JANUARY24™ 2 -4 PMon ZOOM

Q.essons Learned from Self-Publishing:
My First Book about the Olympicso

Myles Garcia? Writer, Olympics historian, Dramatist FAW Member

(R VYO R ORCRBRC R DRC R D

All General Meetings are on the 4™ SATURDAY of the month
(no meetings in July & December).

47 OAAAEOA A TETE O Uili 1T AAOET CcOh OAT A
to the email below, and you will receive a link the week before the meeting.
scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

PLEASENOTE:7TEEI A EOGO0 11 0 OANOEOAAS ) &
Al 1 OEAAO AEAAEEI C 100 OEA OPAAEAOGO xA
There may be gold waiting for you there!



mailto:scottfrombayside@yahoo.com

FAW & CWC Inforimation
— PLEASE READ —

FAW Needs You Help USetnEed FAW Needs You

The following nonrelected Board positions need to be filled:

CWC & NorCal Representative(s) Wanted

We are looking for a California Writers Club  Representative and
a NorCal (Northern California Branches) Representative. Evelyn LaTorre
has held both these positions for a number of years and is planning to
step down as soonasx Ad OA &£l O1 A CFArBriorA ifBrinagkionO O 8
about these positions, contact Evelyn at elatorre@aol.com.

You can also contact Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com.

Hospitality Chair Service Coordinator

welcomes, introduces, contacts, & finds & assignkelpers
encourages newcomers to join FAW  to assist FAW committee heads

Please speak to a Board member if you are interested in one of these positions or in being of servic
to FAW in some other capacitZheck the last two pageis this issue for contact info.

Visual Prompt




FAW & CWC Inforination

FAW toliday Party

Saturday, December 13th
6:00 to 9:00 pm

700 Alquire Parkway or 700 Bristol Drive
Hayward, CA 94544

If you’d like to assist with decorating earlier in the day,
plan to arrive around 5:30 pm to lend a hand.

Bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share that is ready to eat.
Food can be heated in a microwave, or kept warm in a crock pot
or chafing dish, but there’s NO stove...so NO cooking!

Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage to share and enjoy.

If you'd like to participate in the gift exchange,
bring a wrapped gift of $15 or less.

We’'ll be entertained with a Pub Quiz &
other enjoyable diversions.

The focus of this event is to socialize with your

writing community; this is not an opportunity to read,

but rather to get to know each other better.

We hope you can attend
and celebrate this annual shared experience with us.

To RSVP by December 6t and for questions, please contact
President, Scott Davidson at scottfrombayside@yahoo.com
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S8 CONTESTS $$8
NARRATIVE MAGAZINE

For general submissions to the magazine:
https:/MWwww.narrativemagazine.com/submiyour-work

Story of the Week

https:/www.narrativemagazine.com/storyweek-guidelines

SixWord Stories

https:/lwww.narrativemagazine.com/sixwords

Poem of the Week
https://lwww.narrativemagazine.com/poemweek-guidelines

Photography

https://www.narrativemagazine.com/photography

Cartoons and Graphic Stories
https://www.narrativemagazine.com/graphicart-guidelines

DEADLINES: Continuous...check your category

TCK Publishing.com

TCK Publishing Mission Statement

a ¢kild a sustainable book publishing company that helps
as many authors as possibledzf FAf f GKSANJ RNEB I

Our mission is to help all our clients earn a full -time income from book royalties.

TCK has various contests throughout the year and accepts submissions
of both fiction 2 all genres and markets 2 and non-fiction.

FREE classes and webinars
https://www.tckpublishing.com
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$8$ CONTESTS $8$

The Wolfe Pack &
Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine

Proudly Announce

Our Twentieth Annual

Black Orchid Novella V2
"
Award Contest

Does your sleuth measure up to this r

We are looking for original works of fiction in the traditional
AAAOAOEOA OOUI A AgAil bl E ABukdntryAnust: 2
9 Contain no overt sex or violence

1 Emphasize the ratiocinative skills of the sleuth
 Not include characters from the Nero Wolfe series

&EOOO O0OEUAd Aphmnnd 8 8AT A DOAI EA,
Entries must be 15,000 to 20,000 words in length, and must be submitted
AU - AU oph c¢mgoe8 4EA xETTAO xEI 1T A
Black Orchid Banquet in New York City on December 5, 2026.
Please visitwww.nerowolfe.org for official rules, procedures and guidelines

For questions, contact Jane K. Cleland, Chair of the BONA contest, at
Jane@janecleland.com.

*If no acceptable candidates are received, AHMM and The Wolfe Pack
reserve the right to declare no winner for any given year.




$8S CONTESTS $$$

Tom Howard / John H. Reid
Fiction & Essay Contest

TOTAL PRIZES: $12,000 1st prize each Story and Essay $3,500 ]
SUBMISSION PERIODOctober 15, 2025 7 May 1, 2026 Writers ™

best resources for poets and writers

GENRE:AIl styles & themes z fiction and nonfiction
SUBMISSION FEES 25 per submission E unlimited number of entries  E Length: 6K words max

SUBMIT TO:winningwriters.com/our  -contests/tom -howard -john -h-reid -fiction -essay-contest

WERGLE FLOMP
Humor Poetry Contest

DEADLINE: April 1, 2026 (now accepting submissions)
GENRE:Humorous Poetry (published or unpublished)
NO FEE!

PRIZES: 8,750 in prizes

INFO &SUBMT TO: winningwriters.com/our -contests/wergle -flomp -humor -poetry -contest-free

: -
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Notes from the Wozrld

HEAR YE/
HEAR YE/
Checkoout the
Poetny icoundation

https://lwww.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/poemof-the-day

Register to receive
a free poem each day
& all sorts of other
cool poetry stuff

AUTEHORS PUBLISK

https://authorspublish.com
Check here for lists of publishing
opportunities (Please vetbefore submitting ):

https://authorspublish.com/
32-flash-fiction -markets /

https://authorspublish.com/

12-places-that -publish -writing -about -

writing -and-publishing /

https://authorspublish.com/
25-magazines-accepting -creative -
nonfiction /

https://authorspublish.com/
40-specialized -manuscript -
publishers -that -accept-direct -
submissions /

... and many more . . . a newsletter
and free webinars on craft....

FREE Online Workshops
w/ JANE CLELAND

Awardwinning author Jane Clelamdfers FREEZoom
workshops on the craft of writing for writers of every

skill levelJane takes you behirttie curtain and share

her years of experience with writing craft and its many
intricacies, as well as the world of traditional publish
Ay3ar gAGK AG& 3Sydaz SRAL
Register in advance @necleland.com/events, 2 dzQf f
receive a link for the workshop shortly before, and on
theday2 ¥ G KS S @Syl dregteryéddyi Y A §

Saturday,Dec 20rom 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“Nurturing Your Creative Spirit: Feel
Better, Write Better—Listen to the Pros”
Rediscover the joy in your writing practice. Master
the art of sustainable creativity.

Saturday,Jan 24rom 10:00 to 11:00 AM PT

“From Investigative Reporter to Best-

selling Novelist: w/ Hank Phillipi Ryan ”
Gain powerful tots to elevate your stortelling craft
from an awardingvinning journalist and novelist

Jane Cleland is an awandnning author who writes

both fiction and nonfiction. Her fiction includes the
long-running Josie Prescott Antiques Mystery series,
LJdzo t AAKSR o6& { (o Aladd NItH y Qa
cock Mystery Magazinéier nonfiction includes the
AgathaAward winning bessellers Mastering Sus
pense, Structure & PlandMastering Plot Twists

She's a Contributing Editor @friter's Digest Maga
zineand the chair of the Black Orchid Novella Award
(BONA). Cleland teaches writing at the university level,
and offers free monthly webinars on the craft and
business of writing.

wS3IAAGSNI 2y WHySQa 6So0aias
https://janecleland.com/events/

winningwriters.com
contests with big $$$ prizes




Notes from the Wozld

* CONTESTS *
* NEWSLETTERS *
* ETC, *

Writers Weekly. Free newslettei24-hour
short story contest once each quarter. Topic
and word length revealed after signing up.
Limited to 500 entrants. $5 entry fee. Also
lists some paying markets for fiction and
nonfiction. writersweekly.com

Winning Writers. Free newslettelLists free
contests (many age or location restricted) as
well as payto-enter contests. Lots of poetry
contests.winningwriters.com

The Write Life. WebsiteL.ists free contests
(with a few exceptions.) Includes book, short
fiction, essay, and poetry contests. Many cen
tests are very specific, e.g. book by first gene
ration immigrant, book of military fiction.
thewritelife.com/writing  -contests

Poets & Writers. Website. Searchable con
test database with filters for cost, genre and
deadline.pw.org/grants

Submishmash Weekly. Free newsletter.

A curated arts newsletter with select pub
lishing opportunities including contests,
publications seeking submissios, and artist
residencies. Rurby the submission platform
Submittable.com .

The Writer. Website and free newsletter.
Listing of mostly pay-to-enter contests.
writermag.com/contests

Fan Story. Paid site. Sevenday free trial.
$9.95/month or $69/year. Feedback on
writing you post and almost daily contests
that can be entered at no additional fee.
fanstory.com

Getham Wrikers
Werkshop

= FREE =

The Gotham Writers Workshop in New York
City has put together theinside Writing series
of free talks about writing. Now in its fifth sea
son, the workshops cover a variety of tools nec
AOOAOU OiI xOEOAOO EI
varies from season to season. Best of alhu

getto listen and learn from other writers!

Free Talks are archived at :

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIOB
YUSHCqP7V9mSsoqU5F0jJys2LsvYi

Inside Writing: A recent Special Episode dis-
AOOOAA OEA EI Pl OOAT AA

OAAAAOOGG AO PAOO 1 & UT OC

Check out thesdree talks onwriting !

Call for
Domame2 Submissions

Belonging Books, an inclusive, feminist
publishing house, began accepting submis-
sions in June 2020. Submissions can be of all
lengths from and about minorities—people

of color, people with disabilities, religious

minorities, LBGTQ+ people, etc.—
and non-traditional romance.

Mission: diversify and modernize the genre.

belongingbooksonline.wordpress.com

FREE ©Online Workshops

scriptwriters check out
roadmapwriters.com

> O
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Notes fron the Woxrld
2eedsy

/,earning
FREE

Writing Classes,
Webinars and a Blog

https://blog.reedsy.com/learning/
courses/writing/show -dont -

tell/?utm_source=mailparrot&utm_

campaign=Ilearning_show _don_t tell

Reedsy has lots of free classes and

webinars for writers, as well as
many archived blog topics.

Check it out!

GENRE WEBSITES

Sisters in Crime sistersincrime.org (alsoopen to men
Mystery Writers of America mysterywriters.org
Romance Writers of America rwa.org

Golden State Romance Writers
goldenstateromancewriters.org
(open to allgenrefiction writers)

Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association
sfwa.org

Inspire Christian Writers  inspirewriters.com

31 AEAOU 1T £ #EEI AOAT80 "TTE 7Q@EOA
scbwi.org

711 AT80 . AOET T Al  tvribd-dboks.olpOi AE AOET
(alsoopen to men)

Academy of American Poets poets.org
Poetry Society of America poetrysociety.org
National Association of Memoir Writers  namw.org

American Society of Journalists and Authors asja.org
(nonfiction writers)

CineStory cinestory.org (screenwriters)
Scriptwriters Network  scriptwriters network.com
Historical Novel Association historicalnovelsociety.org

Horror Writers Association  horror.org

FundsforWriters.com
#ET OAT wuvrtu
Digest for the last 20 years in a row.

One of he web's best expers on
grants/fellowships/scholarships /
awards/contests for writers.

The subscription is FREE,

Do like 27,000 others and simply go to
FundsforWriters.com and sign up.
We'll keep your contact information private.

Look forward to you joining us!

"AOO 7O0EOE

Cfemstory.com

1 C Corftes8 withic@sh/tized yo& €h 05 @

enter this week!

Take a look at this site. Lots of interesting contest
alyed NS OSNEBE aK2NIXyz2a|]ysS
short as aone-line poem, or a50-word flash fiction
story. Some may have deadlines fast approaching,
20KSNAR @&2dzQf f KIS GAYS

Fee Site.Sevenday free trial. $.2.95/month or
$155/year. Feedback on writing you post and
almost daily contests that can be
entered at no additional fee.




FAW Members on Social Media

e Angelica G. Allen

Angelicais a SeventhDay Adventist Christian author oMillennial Fiction and Poetry books, genres targeted to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to millennials. These SDA Christian genres were created by the Fremont, Bay
native, and are defined as having Severfibay Adventist symbolism, coded languages, lyrical writing, illustrations
and emotional storytelling in her U.S. Copyright. You can learn more about these books onwebsite:
angelicagabriellaallen .com. Like her author Facebook page@AngelicaG.Allen and follow her onlInstagram:
@AngelicaGAllen where she posts a new poem in her Reels section every Wednesday!

e Cherilyn Chin

#EAOEI Ul EO A POl £ZAOOEI T Al ANOAOEOO AT A 1 AOET AnAET
ning blog,0/ AA AT TM&iné AnBnllisVoice Their Wishes on Ocean Conservation Issues, 6 AT A E £
homm A T1TxA00 11 4xEOOAO08 3EAEAMIEIIT xAEGAG AMEEAG QA C
website developer, strategic content copywriter, and digital marketer atVordsmith for Wealth.
https://oceanofhope.net ; Twitter: @protectoceans; https://wordsmithforwealth.com

e Terry Connelly

Twice a week Terry posts her own writing ranging from essays, personal stories, poetry and short fiction.
On her second blog she posts prompts twice a week, to help get you starteshnnellyswritingposts.com and
connellyswritingprompts.com

e Evelyn LaTorre, EdAD

Evelyn loves to travel and write about heexperiences Besides travel adventures, the blogs on her website share
the first chapter of her prizewinning book, Between Inca Wallher adventures in other countries, and her cousin's
drowning on the Costa Concordia cruise shipder second memoirLove in Any Languagshows how a shotgun
wedding turns into a bulletproof marriage. It won a Book Excellence award.ou can also find recent recordings

of her interviews. Website:https://www.evelynlatorre.com

e Dave M. Strom
#EAAE 1 00 $A0A80 AOAAOEOA Al Anttpd/dakdmstrordio@ifrésScodVl T CO A
http://davemstrom.weebly.com/ http://www.youtube.com/user/davstrom

e Anita Tosh

!'TEOA xOEOAO 9! #EOEOOEAT AEAOEIT 1 A£#O0AT xEOE A AEIA
TheBookofJeremy8 ) 086 O 1 1 x A Cebsiid&BIAg: bhoksmjaita.cOA |l A8 7

Faceébhook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/111394698919
YouTubeChannel:https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCnh2Eh1NyNnca6VOpAZNUSRA
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FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER

khhkkkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhiik

On September 27, theFremont Cultural Arts Council held their Fall Flash Fiction Contest
at Half Price Books in the Fremont Hub. The publigas invited to submit up to three short pieces
of 300 words or lessfor consideration, on the specific topic? A Friendly Ghost The submissions
were postedat Half Price Books and the from 10 am to 5 pm customersvere encouraged to vote
for their top five favorites. Ballots were counted and the winnerswere announced at 5:30ish.
This year, 13 FAW members submitted 22 entriesFAW is aco-sponsor of this community event.

This page and the following 4 are FAW pieces submitted to the Flash Fiction Contest
' T A OEAT 80T 1 AOGEET ¢ Al thebdlidaptddtuting SahtaVER O /

New Year s Ghosts

by Pat Doyne

RS
%OAOU . Ax 9AAOGO %/ ' 0) Ai OEA 'EI OO 1 E
resolutions: lose 10 Ibs.; declutter; and ( itsaid.0) AT [ plesoffarinding gear in
downsize my library until every book fits the garage, and | speak for cartons of coffet
on a shelf. Sometimes, when | snag an eat mugs, shelves of halfsed paint, and file

meal-raisin cookie, | hear a snicker. When cabinets of old receipts. We all wantto
| return from a library sale with a bargain AOGAAPDA OEAO CAOACAA«

bag of mysteries, invisible giggles. O30 | gnapbdd, not willing to be bullied

. Ax 9AAOBO %OAh ) xAO by a nightmare.

being made entirely of coathangers, wire

hangers, wooden hangers, skirt hangers, clips. | barely turned over when | was jolted awake

by a metallic crash. Next to my bed was a huge

O0) Al OEA ' ET O@intbné. 0 red dumpster.
Orou promised to clear out the closet and not _ L L
keepx EAO Al 1100 AE£EOO86 ?) %l I(o)h!IEA ' TEI'%OW:'/E (
S A A A = clattered, its lid flapping.O 3 | day&his
0" OOh I spudepss..0 house will be in the hands of your daughter
091 6 AiI180 xAAO EAI & in-1 A ¥ IseBeld a vision of kids, grandkids,
continued the skinny sageO 7 I Olydul & C and friends chucking my treasures into the
enjoy some extra spageowe Odlt tottered off dumpster, making a party of it.

into my closet. &/ EAUR 13igh@A O
h 7EAT ) Axi EAR EO
A few hours later, | felt a nudge. A padded ed to the kitchen for a cup of coffee anc

sleeping bag spoke to me, its mouth zipping an oatmealraisin cookie.
and unzipping with each word.




FREMONT ARFEA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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| Kngw He Was a Ghost Because...

w by Knuti VanHoven M

When he paused in front of my fullength mirror, | could see my reflection, right through him.

He crossed to my closet, dropped to his knees, groped around the floor, groaned in frustration,
then rifled through my dresser, yanking drawers out, grabbing undies, sveg¢ers and folded
trousers, wadding them up, then hurling them against the wall!

| screamed. "Get outa here!"

He froze turned toward me with a curt bow. "I beg your forgiveness. | didn't mean to wake you."
"What're you doin' in my bedroom!?" | shrieked.

"Looking for my key." he mumbled, apologetically.

"Why would yer key be inmy bedroom?"

"Because | died here." he said cheerfully as though that explained everything, adding, " So logic
ly, my key must be quite nearby."

"Why?"

"Where else would it be?" There was an edge of hysteria in his voice novwRéverendBright said
if | tithed, and volunteered and studied the bible verses he assigned, then wheuwlied, I'd have
earned my very own Key to Heaven. Unfortunately," he reflectezhdly," | didn't think to ask
where exactly I'd find it."

"How long ya bin lookin®"
"Every night since June 18th, 1774."

| gave up. "Okaaay... Mind if I try to go back to sleep?"
"By all means."

"Feel free ta leave, " | added hopefully.

He sighed, "Unfortunately, | seem unable to."

"Ya need yer key fer that?"

"Apparently so.... But, if | AM stuck here for eternity..."
"Eternity?! " | shrieked.

"Eternity..."he grinned. "Luckily, we two seenguite com-
patible! I've noticed that you even prefer thdeft-hand side
of the bed, while I'll bequite happy on the right!"

"My husband sleeps on the right.”
"l know!" His grin broadened. "But | don't mind sharing!"

g




FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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One Huadred Dollau?

The ancienthousestood empty. Kids dared eachother to spendthe night.

O 3 E Scérkdg# A Biah the bully challenged.

Oami 1 ®Rickyanswered.O. M&youCi 86

091 Qustafid,you AT Trealy believein ghosts.( A O Aybuthéard of Casperthe Friendly
Ei 00e b

04 EADBOES8S

Butch said,O ) dive yiou ahundred dollars for oneT ECE 08 6

00 Oit'GRowmethei T T AUBS

Butch counted out the bills.

O/ ¥ @dit Everyonehereismyx EOT AOO8 6

The night was dark, wind rattled broken windows, moansgasped chainsclashed laughter
echoed.

O) bot afraid,) énot A £0O RIEWy Whispered, his heart beatfast, legstrembled, hands
quivered.

O ( Alittie A T Uhlghibstmotioned him up the stairs.O $ | be&ffaid,) 8A£OE AT Al U8 6
09 IAD Tséudd£OE AT Al U880

O/ BE AGtny reputation to keeppeoplel OO 8 &

More ghostspeekedfrom the corners.

o7 lﬁve'here and havefun. Sometimeswe play the piano in the parlor, but it needstuning soit
soundsO B | | Helhaghed.OA | Tlike @hat bully calling you names.So,you must keep our
secret.$ 1 Ttdél @nyonex A 6MAARAE AT Al U8 O

O/ #hi T BhénByou for telling meyour secret.Canl tell my £ZO0E AT AOe 6
O $ you think O E Akééplour OAAOA Oe &

O) 8utethey x E IRicky said.

The next morning the kids gatheredin front of the house.RickywalNKeAd Pu‘t

to their cheerswith snow white hair andabig grin. Ok,payme"” OO A kg

Butch countedahundred dollars into 2 E A buistréiched hand.

O! 1 Cghys,E A godoGhe Arcadeandbi AUA 6




FREMONT ARFEA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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MY NANA'S GHOST

by Nancy Guarnera

I was five when my Nana died. My mother
told me she had a broken heart. I didn’t under-
stand; | just remember being very sad. Nana
had practically raised me. She was kind and
funny, and made the best cookies. She was

my favorite person.

Momma was very sad, too. After the funeral,
she began looking for something. With each
passing day she became more frantic. She
told me she was looking for Nana’s will and
the deed to the house.

We had lived with Nana since the day | was
born. She had promised Momma that she was
leaving everything to her. But Nana‘s heart at-
tack was sudden and unexpected. She had not
told Momma where to find her will or the deed.

Every night after Nana died, before I drifted
off to sleep, I could hear Momma crying. One
night, [ asked my Nana to please tell me where

shehad put the papers.Sometime later that
night, | woke up.There was a strange swirling
glow at the foot of my bedl rubbed my eyes
and stared.lt was my Nana, smiling at me.
SEA AEAT 860 OAU AT UOEE
me to follow. She drifted into the living room
and stopped in front of a painting her grand
mother had painted many years agdvly

. AT A830O CET OO0 bl EWeOAA
light faded and she disappeared, but not
before she smiled and blew me a kiss.

The next day, | told mymother AAT OO . .
OEOEO8 091 0 xAOA ArmeAjl
smiled and hugged me.

| wriggled loose, went to thepainting, and

tried to take it off the wall. Momma came

and helped meThere, taped to the back of
OEA DPAET OEI ¢ xAOA OE/

(That's what we
storytellers do.
We restore order

OEET E b

O)
you don't finish
writing a book.




T he FArm

She grips my hand as we tiptoe past the door
to the little room off the kitchen. As we stand
in front of the pantry, we sparkle and steam,
like icicles melting in the early morning sun.
We move away from the passage leading up
from the cellar, from which wed Gzdme, loca
ted under the rambling farmhouse hidden in
OEA AAAD xi T AO 1T &
As we tiptoe our weight does not transmit to
the floorboards.

| kiss her.

Brilliant light beckons from orbs floating un-
der the kitchen ceiling. Softer, smaller, golden
globes flicker from century old fixtures.

The mist swirls, and my grandmother appears,
she carries a silver tea set, piled high with many
empty cups made of fine Chinese porcelain with
flower designs, and a large, now empty, teapot,
of the same pattern. A ruffled apron covers her
decorative holiday dress. Round wire rimmed
glasses frame intensely blue eyes. She wears
practical walking shoes.

- AOC

FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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by Richard E.McCallum

OCA1T 11T h ' OAT AT A8 31 Al

| say as Sarah moves alongside me.

/| Eh T U8 910
Gram places the tray down next to the white
ivory cast iron cooking range. Under the bur
ners, bright red energy radiates the Thanks
giving side dishes. Lizzie unbolts the heavy
door and the aromas from the roasting nou
rishment, rise to heaven. She checks the ener
gy source under the broiler and deems it ade
quate; the annual sacrificial contribution to
God, for the blessing received; the Mayflower
colony at Plymouth Rock, and peace with the
children of the forest.
0" OAih )Y)B8A T EEA Ui O O
Delano-McCallum smooths her gray hair back
and pins it into the tortoiseshell comb and
iT OAO Al T 6OA08 O* 60O
O4EAO80 AAOOAO $AAON
AAAOOUBG 01 AAOCA ETEI
ghost for our annual Thanksgiving celebration.

by JoAnn Frisch




FREMONT AREA WRITERS’ CORNER (continued)
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by Stephen M. Yuen

O(AB6O0 1 AOAASG UAI T AA ) OAAAS
AUAA EA EOOO Ci1 O AAI AUAAR:

O07AEOA , EOOAT O1 OEAOhd 1 o) “OAU OAEA O¢
The little family of mice were huddled in their tiny hole. It was Christmas Eve, and they were
waiting for the yearly visit by the hungry stranger. Each year on this night, a stranger from

the sky entered the house, left things, and then ate a delicious oma of something sweet
leaving crumbs behind. Tonight was the night.

From their hole they could see the larger room beyond. It was dark but they could see the
large tree that always occupied the corner of the room this time of year. Next to it sat the
large chair with the table on its right.

They heard a rustling above them on the roof. Isaac, the oldest son, whispered to his two
brothers and three sisters that this year he would take the risk and gather the special

AOOIi AG8 o1 PPA EAA xAOT AA ) OAAA T £ GEA6A KTACA
) OAAA8 O" AxAOA T £ OCwhABROERAA® AOPAAEAIIT U 1T &
The youknow-who was a large and hungry cat that lived in the same house. He was an

orange cat named Mylo, and he killed and ate anything that moved. Earlier that year he

gotten their neighbor, Hank Mouse, and rumor had it that Mylo had eaten one of thequites

next door. On top of that, he was mean.

O/ Eh ) OAAAhd - Ail A OAEAR OUI O OAI ATl AAO xEAO
EO OEEO UAAOe )60 O xi OOEAAAOG

01T PPA ACOAAA8 O7EU 110 xAEO T1TA 11 0OA UAAON
001 AAGA 1 A0 T A Al EO OdekpiacticidgAllybad runnidybdchand 1 A 4
forth from here to the kitchen for scraps, and | hate to see Poppa out there in the dark, with

his bad back and all. Oh, Mama and Poppa, please give me the chance. Hank was careless, jus
as Poppa said. He thougltte could outrun Mylo and took his time. He thought Mylo was slow
AT A OOOPEA8 -Ah ) EAOA CciT A AUAO AT A EAOOA(
ETTx ) AAT 86

Then came a rustling from the great place of fire, and down he came. The red stranger had
arrived. Isaac and his family huddled together and peeked around the edge of their hole and
watched. The large stranger came in, carrying the sack he always had ardums shoulder.

Slowly, he took brightly decorated packages out of his sack and carefully placed them under
the large tree in the corner. Then, when he finished, he went over to the chair and sat down.

(continued on next page)







