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PURPOSE: For the purpose of providing a forum of educatiagh members and the public in the craff of
writing and in marketing their works. This is sedvby the monthly public meetings, workshops, and
seminars, which are open to all writers and theegdnpublic, and is conducted for the purposel of

educating writers of all levels of expertise

MEMBER’'S PROFILE Winners of Young Writers Contest
Laila EI-Sissi August 6, 2011

Chitra Jagannathan —Middle School
First Place and Grand Prize

Laila El-Sissi is the author of “Out of
Alexandria.” She was born and raised in
Alexandria, Egypt. She is presently married
and lives in California with her two sons Omar
and Shareef. She is working in Marketing at a
semi-conductor company in the Bay Area.
Besides writing and editing her book, she
enjoys painting, tennis and listening to classical
music. “Out of Alexandria” is her first book.

Laila was presented an Honorable Mention
Award for her fine piece, “Out of Alexandria,”

in the New Millennium Writings competition.
Her name will appear on a special awards page ,
in the next issue. Her entry and other winners Jennifer Hall — High School — Secoha Place
and runners —up were selected from about 1200 45neet Dhillon — Elementary School — Third
total submissions in four categories. We are Place

proud of you Laila and more power to you.
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WORKSHOP TRIPLE PLAY ..... By Nancy
Curteman

On Saturday, September 24, 2011, Fremont
Area Writers presented the much awaited
WORKSHOP TRIPLE PLAY. This was in lieu
of the monthly General Membership meeting.

What a terrific workshop! It presented
excellent information on three critical elements
essential for creating and marketing a book.

“My Point of View on Point of View” — by
Geraldine Solon -Her lecture on point of view
comparing it to a camera and her explanations
of why, provided such insight for writers.

“10 Ways to get an Audience for Your Writing”
— by Art Carey — Art opened doors | never
considered until he explained the process for
accessing them. His article “Ten ways to Find
An Audience For Your Writing” is a great
resource. No wonder Writer's Journal
published it in their May/June 2011 edition.

“The Volcano Method of Self-Editing” — by
Carol Hall - Carol’s advice in her presentation
helped us through the sometimes painful maze
of trying to self edit.

All in all, great handouts, great content, great
presentation. Everything a writer could want in
a workshop.
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A Plague On My House.....by Art Carey
“Bring out your dead!”

The familiar cry-uttered by a different voice
each time...rings out again as the wooden cart
clatter over rough cobblestones.

With failing strength, | drag my body to the
open door. | am the last.

Who would bring me out?
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OPEN MIC FOR WRITERS

Open Mic nights for writers, presented by
Fremont Area Writers, are held every third
Thursdays at Paddy’s Coffee Shop at 3900
Smith Street in Union City. Readings are given
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Aspiring writers get
5-10 minutes to read portions of their work to a
live audience. Open Mic sessions are free and

open to the public.
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FAW'S COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

Myrla Raymundo’s next project on the
Fremont Area Writers’ Community
Involvement was a visit to Alma Via
Assisted Living at 33883 Alvarado-Niles
Road in Union City on October 19,
2011.

It was a nice program attended by the
residents of Alma Via. Participants were
Bob Garfinkle, Richard Scott, Geraldine
Solon, Carol Hall, Art Carey, Tish
Davidson, Dawn Armstrong and Laila El
Sissi. Myrla Raymundo emceed the
program.

Community Involvement is a great way
to help out our fellow citizens and
improve the community. This is also a
good way to let the community know
about the Fremont Area Writers. We
need members to participate by reading
their writings to the residents of the
facility.
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ANTHOLOGY WEST WIND
CENTENNIAL

The Anthology West Wind Centennial
books are still on sale at our regular
membership meetings. Edited by Kelly
A. Harrison, this book is a collection of
stories, essays, and poems by the
California Writers Club.

CWC published its first anthologyyest
Winds,in 1914, which was the year after
the club officially incorporated with the

State of California, but only five years
after its members began meeting in
Oakland as the California Writers Club.
In keeping with the tradition established
by our founders, this book that we are
selling is our fifth West Winds
anthology.
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AUTHORS BOOK TABLE

Carol Hall, Chairperson of the Authors
Book Table, welcomes the authors
during General Membership meetings.
The first four authors could place their
books on the long table with prices on
them. Each author is allowed to say
something about their books.

The Authors Book Table will continue
every General Membership meeting. If
you are a published author, please bring
your books in for sale.

DONATION DRAWINGS

Every general membership meeting,
Carol Hall, chairperson of the Donation
Drawings, conducts the donation
drawings. There are so many lovely
prizes to win by buying your tickets for
only one dollar for 5 tickets. Be sure to
buy your tickets when you come to the
meeting.
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FREMONT AREA WRITERS
A Part of the California Writers Club

President — Richard Scott
Vice President — Dawn Armstrong
Secretary — Myrla Raymundo
Treasurer — Geraldine Solon

Richard Scaott, Dawn Armstrong Myrla Raymundo  Geraldine Solon

CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB

Bob Garfinkle, President, California Writers Club

At the heart of California Writers Club are the activities of our 18 branchiésne&t on
a monthly basis, usually with a guest speaker who informs, educates andrenberta
topics relating to writing or the writing life.

Our branches reach out to adults and youth in our respective communities. Partnering
with local schools and libraries, and through participation in local events, we foster
reading, writing, and a deep appreciation for the written word.

Our members represent a wide variety of interests: novelists, memouoests, p
journalists, technical writers, and much more. Our levels range from authlors wit
multiple book contracts at major New York houses to “Gosh, I've always wanted to
write.” Regardless of your niche or level of expertise, there’s a phag@f at
California Writers Club and a branch near you.



FAW CHAIRPERSONS
Carol Hall runs the Donation Drawing and the Author’s Table.

Nancy Curtemanserves as the Central Board Representative and Hospitality Chair, as
well.

Art Careyserves as our Public Relations Chair.
Ken Weissmanages our Book Exchange.

Shirley Scottserves as the Telephone Outreach Program Chair
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PRESIDENT MESSAGE
By Richard Scott
President’'s Message

November is rushing toward us with a big grin on its face. Why? Because & boing
many interesting things for us to think about or to worry about.

For many of us, two of the really big November surprises are Thanksgivingt (ithat’
happen just last year?), and the Day After Thanksgiving, A.K.A., the biggest shopping
day of the year. These consecutive days are guaranteed to turn our world upside down,
and to usher in the Christmas Holiday season.

OK, fine. We know that Christmas decorations and sales began around the first of
October, but that’s hardly the Holiday Spirit, now, is it?

| look forward to November for another reason. During this very week, some 10 years
ago, a friend from work told me that she was about to participate in somethiry calle
NaNoWriMo, and asked me if | was interested. | congratulated her, but informed her
with a straight face, that | didn’t have time for something that sounded likehactnaise

in Baby Talk. With persistence, she explained that NaNoWriMo actually stodefor t
“NAational NOvel WRI ting MO nth”, and that it, in its third year, was an excellent
opportunity to pit myself against time and fear, and to put whatever talent and skill
might have on the line. | took the challenge—this was in 2002—and | allowed fear and
lack of discipline to do me in. | failed that first time. Self-confidenceesomith
experience, not through posturing.

As you might expect, | beat myself up for over a year, but kept writing nongthele
When NaNoWriMo came around the following November, | decided to give it another
try. This time, rather than only try to do the requisite number of words per day (1667), |



did my best to double the daily requirement, thinking that if | got sick, had to take a
break, or over-ate on Thanksgiving, | could still make the grade. It worked.
Now, before you start thinking I'm telling you all this to brag, consider this:
NaNoWriMo is a gift. If you have a novel in you, that wants to meet the light ¢ffday
you have been suffering from writer’s block, (or the more common “Writeel)Band
you need a leg up, if you would just like to flex your creative muscles, or if yoready
for a challenge that really IS a challenge, this is your opportunitepougt, and to step
out.

The rules are simple. They are:

1. You can write about anything at all. Anything. EXCEPT a work in progress. The

idea is to open up your mind, your creativity, and your skills set, to new ideas.

2. You compete, but only with yourself. Your goal is to write 50,000 words in 30
days. That breaks down to 1667 words (minimum) per day. If setting and
keeping a daily word goal has been an issue for you, this is one great way to build
up a strong habit that will serve you throughout your writing career.

3. Theideais NOT to complete a pristine, finished work in one month. You are
encouraged to write fast, to turn off your inner editor, and just go for the word
count. You can worry about quality and readability after Novemb&r 30

4. At the end of the month, you upload your document to the NaNoWriMo server for
word count. The moment the word count is complete, the file is deleted. Those
who are concerned can first encrypt their document, and then have the words
counted.

That’s pretty much it. You don’t sign away your novel, your house, or your first born.
You compete only with yourself, but you have the chance of meeting and exchanging
ideas with others who write in your genre if you want.

The bottom line is this; there is nothing quite like sending up your file, and knowing that
you did what so few people on earth can actually do. You wrote 50,000 words in 30
days.

I challenge you to join me this November for another shot at 50,000 words in 30 days.
Bring any idea

MORE INFORMATION....
FAW had established its Facebook and Twitter. Geraldine Solon is Chairperson.

Geraldine Solon is also working on FAW'’s Tri-City Book Faire. Watch for it.



FAW REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FAW SPEAKERS 2011
Don’t miss out on our outstanding speakers on our monthly membership
meetings.
October 22, 2011 — Sonny Mozza
November 26, 2011 — Jennifer Sanders
December (To be scheduled) — FAW Christmas Party
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Grizzly Bears in Maine
or
Why Fiction Writers Should Do Research

by Tish Davidson

Recently | read a novel set in modern-day coastal Maine. It
was written by a well-regarded author and had gotten good
reviews. | was engrossed in the story, staying up far too
late to keep reading, when suddenly | came across a
sentence about grizzly bears feeding out of a Dumpster.
Grizzly bears? Wait a minute. | haven't been to Maine for
about 20 years, but I'm pretty sure that there has been no
recent invasion of grizzly bears in the Pine Tree State.

What was the author thinking? Had she originally set
the story in Alaska, then changed her mind and forgotten
about the bears? Not very likely. Was she channeling Sarah
Palin's mama grizzlies? Why hadn't the editors at Knopf
caught this fauna faux pas? Did they think everything
outside Manhattan was wilderness filled with dark and
dangerous beasts?

The sentence about the grizzlies was completely
irrelevant to plot or characterization. One has to assume
that it was written only to add a colorful local detail. So
why does it matter that there are no grizzly bears in
Maine?

Factual clunkers like grizzlies in Maine jerk the
reader out of the story. They destroy the suspension of
disbelief that is a requirement for successful fiction.
Clunkers call into question all the other details that add
color, texture, and verisimilitude. They deflate the magic
of a good story.

Well chosen details can go a long way in helping a
story evoke a specific time and place, but only if the
details are accurate and time appropriate. It may not
matter to most readers that a character is restoring a 1952
Corvette, but car lovers will snort with disgust because
Chevrolet did not introduce the Corvette until 1953.

Writers often are told to "write what you know." But
eventually every novelist needs to go beyond personal
experience. Now thanks to the Web, authors should be able
to avoid writing about snow-filled streets in San Francisco



or half-hour car chases that take the characters from New
York to Philadelphia or--one of my favorites--a man who
traveled 275 miles on a horse in five days.

Yes, fiction is a work of the imagination. But it

captivates best when authors do their research homework. So
where should writers to start looking for authentic

details? Here are a few useful sites:

dMarie Time Capsule http://dmarie.com/timecap. Plug in
a date and get a list of prices, toys, television

shows, and newsworthy events for that day.

Mayo Clinic Symptom Checker
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/symptom-
checker/DS00671 gives plausible reasons why a
character might faint, vomit, or be seeing double.

For the murderously inclined, Texas A&M provides a
list of common poisonous plants and plant parts at
http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/lawn_garden/poison/poison.html
What songs might be playing on the radio? Insert a
date in This Day in Music
http://www.thisdayinmusic.com/birthdaynol and find out
the number one song in the US, the UK, or Australia
from 1946 onward.

Rain, snow, heat wave? Weather.org
http://weather.org/weatherorg_records_and_averages.htm
lets you search by date and location for historical

weather data.

For stories set in the present, a street-level cruise

around any neighborhood using Google Maps street view
http://maps.google.com will reveal whether the area is
full of gated estates or abandoned warehouses.

Research is a dirty word for many novelists. It
suggests dull information dumps and intrusive factoids. But
used gracefully, research can transport the reader to a
specific time and place. Just watch out for those grizzly
bears in Maine.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Myrla Raymundo, MBA, Managing Editor

Myrla Raymundo and Jay Swartz, Editorial Board, welcome young¢oQctober 2011
issue of the Ink Spots. It contains the latest FAW news and figlogsns, prose, essays
and articles written by our members.

Ink Spots is issued monthly and is distributed to FAW members atlibegeneral
meeting every month. It is also emailed to those with emaileadds. Submit your
articles in Word format (.doc) and one or two pages maximum.

Send your submissions t@finio.raymundo@sbcglobal.net

FAW CALENDAR
BOARD MEETING -Second Thursday of the month 7:00 pm-8:30 pm — De| Vry
University, Fremont.

OPEN MIC - Third Thursday of the month —7-9 pm — Paddy’s Coffee Shop, Union City

FREMONT AREA WRITERS REGULAR MEETING - Fourth Saturdaf/the month,
2-4 pm, DeVry University, Fremont
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