Fremont Area Writers 

Beginner’s Guide to Screenwriting
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8 week course

Tuesdays, April 3-May 22
7-9pm

$350
Course includes book- Adapting Sideways: How To Turn Your Screenplay Into A Publishable Novel
Devry University
Room 204
6600 Dumbarton Circle 

Fremont, CA 94555
Contact Geraldine Solon at gsolon082007@gmail.com
Instructor: Jon James Miller
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Award-winning screenwriter, John James Miller pursued a degree in Cinematography at Ithaca College in upstate New York. He worked as a researcher and segment producer on cable documentaries for A&E, Lifetime Intimate Portraits and The History Channel, but like everyone else in L.A., Jon wrote screenplays in his spare time. His screenplay, Garbo’s Last Stand won the AAA Screenplay Contest sponsored by Creative Writing Magazine, the 2009 Golden Brad for Drama and made it to Finalist for the Austin Film Festival. He also co-authored the book, Adapting Sideways-How to Turn Your Screenplay into a Publishable Novel, a copy of which is included in the course fee. You can learn more about his work at www.jonjamesmiller.com.
	Week 1:

Why write a screenplay?

High-concept vs. Low-concept:  The Stakes

A One Act Idea vs. Three Acts

Movie Clip

Scene Reading & Discussion
	Week 5:

Movie Clip & Scene Reading

The Good Guys: 3-Dimensional Heroes

The Bad Guys: Sympathy for the Devil

Assignment #1 Table Read & Critique

Scene Assignment #2: The Set-Piece



	Week 2:

The Hero’s Journey:  External/Internal/Philosophical

Page Count: What happens When and Why,          Part I

Backstory: A Little Goes a Long Way

Movie Clip

Scene Reading & Discussion

	Week 6:

Movie Clip & Scene Reading

The Love Interest: Today & Yesterday

Adaptation: When a Novel is your best   friend/worst enemy

Assignment #2 Table Read & Critique

Scene Assignment #3: Scene Adaptation



	Week 3:

Page Count: What Happens When and Why, Part II

Anatomy of a Scene:  Starting in the Middle

Problem A: The Inciting Incident

Movie Clip

Scene Reading


	Week 7:

Movie Clip & Scene Reading

The Second Act: Variation & Expansion

The Third Act: The End Informs the Beginning

Assignment #3 Table Read & Critique

	Week 4:

Movie Clip & Script: Anatomy of a Scene

Action!

Dialogue!

Stakes: Internal/External/Philosophical

Scene Assignment #1: Dialogue
	Week 8:

Movie Clip & Scene Reading

The Point of No Return

Climax!

A Word About Rewriting

A Word About Hollywood Agents & Producers

Contests and Marketing Your Screenplay


